SFChromcle &

ACLU%

Pardon or not, the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union an-
nounced yesterday it would
continue to lobhy Congress
to impeach former Pregi-
dent Nixon. 4

Jay A. Miller, executive
director of the Northern Cal-
ifornia ACLU, told a press
conference there was “legal
precedent for the impeach-
ment  process o continue
even after resignation.”

Miller- said William W.
Belknap resigned at secre-
tary of war in 1876 'but was
impeached nonethless, and
later acquitted by the Sen-
ate. )

“The precedent also has |
strong roots in English and
colonial impeachment theo-

" Miller said. “John Ad-
ams thought himself - im-
peachable for past mishe-
havior in public office tso
long as; i bave the breath of
life in my bhody.””

MxJel said it would also
serve {0 disclose * ‘facts ve-
lated toithe abuses of power
of the “Nixon administra-
tion,” whereas the pardon
“only perpetuates the cover-
up.”

“President Ford’s pardon
of Richard Nixon,” Miller
said. “‘could shackle us with"
a frightening.precedent.
What is fo- prevent a fufuire
President from: allmzvmg3 hs
qubordmates to employ any
means -necessary to sedure
his re - election and then
granting. them pardons to
- avoid !ull disclosure of any
of these activities?”

Al another press confer-

~ence at ACLU offices, How-
ard- Delghke of the Bay Area
military law panel of the
National Lawyers Guud and
others expressed concern
that Mr. Ford’s:conditional
amnesty proposal for draft
evaders’ might be a publie
xelatlons gesture to gain
“‘political support of. hbel-
als.”

"We feel that ihe only val-
id and meaningful amnesty
is a universal and uncondi-
tional one,” they said.
DeNike said some 1800 ad-
numbu.atwe discharges --
. “tndesirable, discharges,”
without a ¢ourt martial —
-are being processed anuual-
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T; at Fort Ord, many nvolv-

ing men who had deserted in
protest against the Vlelnam
War.




