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Former PreSident Nixon is 
seeking to resign from the 
New York State Bar, but the 
procesS may prove to be 
complicated and even em-
barrassing. 

The grievance committee 
of the Association of the Bar 
of the City of New York has 
been investigating Mr. Nix-
on's Conduct in the Water-
gate scandals for nearly a 
year, to determine if he vio-
lated any of the canons of 
ethics that lawyers, practic-
ing and nonpracticing, are 
bound to observe. 

Under ordinary New York 
procedures, a lawyer who is 
under disbarment investiga-
tion is not permitted to re-
sign simply by filing a re-
quest. Approval by the Ap-
pellate Division of the state 
Supreme Court, which over-
sees professional discipline. 
is required. 

An order by the Appellate 
/Division approving such a 
resignation may list pending  
charges against the individ-
ual involved, as public no-
tice that he withdrew with-
out any resolution of ques-
tions about his professional 
conduct. 

On Monday, one of Mr. 
Nixon's lawyers said in Sac-
ramento that the former 
President would resig*fr  om 
th e California Bar' and 
presented a letter to this ef-
fect from Mr.w Nixon to the 
president of the state Bar 
Association. 

Mr. Nixon is also a mem-
ber of the Bar of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, but officials 
there said yesterday they 
had not received any resig-
nation from *him. Aside from 
arguing One case in 1966. his 
only activity there involved 
sponsoring for membership 
John W. Dean HI, the for-
mer White House counsel. 
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