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Lawyer Got Nixon
To Admit Errors

4_‘ | ¥~ 74 By Ronald Kessler.

Washington Post Staff Writer

Last Sunday’s written ac-
khowledgment by former
President Nixon that he had

‘ erred in handhng the Water-

gate affair was suggested by
Mr. Nixon’s defense lawyer
rather than by President
Ford or his emissaries in-the
negotiations for Mr. Nixon’s
pardon, according to a key
partlclpant in those negotia-
tions.

President Ford did not in-
struct his aides or legal ad-
visers to seek such a state-
ment, the source said, al-
though he was pleased when
told that a statement of con-
trition would be made.

The source said he did not
know why Mr. Nixon’s law-
yer, Washington attorney
Herbert J. Miller Jr., had of-
fered the statement, and
Miller yesterday declined to
comment. However, the
source said it was his im-
pression that -Miller “felt

that way. He’s that kind of
guy.”
In the statement, the for-

mer President went beyond
his previous admissions of

faulty judgment in dealing |
with Watergate, but did not |

acknowledge any
wrongdoing.

He said he had been
wrong in “not acting more

décisively and more forth-
rightly in dealing with
Watergate, particularly

when it reached the state of
judicial proceedings . . .”
The negotiations that led
to Mr. Nixon’s pardon were
handled by Washington law-
yer Benton L. Becker, a
friend of President Ford.
They were capped by a
meeting  with President
Nixon Sept. 6 at San Cle-
mente. The meeting was
attended by Becker, Miller,
and former Whlte House
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Former President Nixon talks to sunbathers on the beach
near Ventura, Calif., when he stopped to picnic with his

.daughter Tricia and son-in-law Edward Cox Aug. 14, five
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press secretary Ronald Zleg-
ler. -

A source with knowledge
of the meeting described
Mr. Nixon as appearing
“despondent.”

“He was depressed, quiet,
moody, and sullen,” the
source said. “He looks 20
years older than his age.”

Becker and Miller arrived
at San Clemente at 11 p.m.
Sept. 5 and spent three
hours with Ziegler, the
source said-.

During these and subse-
quent negotiations, the key

point of contention was the
degree of control Mr. Nixon
would have over his White
House papers and tapes.

The two sides eventually
agreed that Mr. Nixon
would retain ownership and
control over the tapes and
documents, -but they would
be kept in the custody of
the federal government.

In this way, the source
said, the White House hoped
to remove itself from there-
sponsibility ~ of producihg
documents or tapes whn re-
quested to do so by court or-
der. A chief reason for this
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days after his reSIgnatlon Student Dwight Brill of Muncie,
Ind., camping in the area, took the photograph, a copy of
.which was just made available to the Associated Press.
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desire, the source said, was
that it would be difficult for
persons not connected with
Mr. Nixon -to determine
which tapes or papers were
called for.

The source pointed out
that the tapes are not in-
dexed and carry no listing
of the participants in the
recorded conversations.

Under the agreement that
was worked out, however,
the government has respon-
sibility for the security of

the documents and tapes..

The final meeting with
Mr. Nixon took place in his
formal office near his San

Clemente estate. The meet-
ing, which began at about 4
p.m., lasted half an hour, the
source said.

Mr. Nixon was wearing a
dark suit and tie and a
white shirt.

After pleasantries were
exchanged, the participants
discussed the terms of the
agreements. When it was
over, Mr. Nixon expressed
his apprecxatlon to Becker
for “being fair.”

The comment was thought
by the source to mean that
Mr. Nixon felt he had not
been  “bullied” during the
nego/tiations.



