25/

9-9-7¢

White House Lawyer Under Federal Investigation

By Richard M. Cohen
Washington Post Staff Writer

Benton L. Becker, the

lawyer used by the White

House in negotiations with

former President Nixon, is
under investigation by the
- U.S. attorney’s office here
for what was described as
tax evasion charges, in-
formed sources said .yester.
day. .
The investigation, the
sources said stems from’
allegations made by Joel
Kline, the convicted Mont-
gomery County land and
stock  speculator, whom
Becker once represented.
Specifically, the sources
said, Kline has charged that
he assisted Becker in setting
up an illecal tax dodge.

“He has worked on special-

assignments for President
Ford in the past and was
used by the White House
slast week to negotiate the
agreement under which Mr.
Nixon was allowed to retain
custody of his presidential
papers, documents and tape
recordings.

The White House said
Becker ‘spent Thursday and
Friday in San Clemente ne-
gotiating with Mr. Nixon’s
representatives. Deputy

. White House press secretary
~John W. Hushen described

Becker as “an  old and
trusted friend” of White

House 09:5& Philip Bu-

chen.

“He was_available to un-
dertake the mission,”
Hushen said,

Justice -Department
sources said they were as-
tounded when they learned
that Becker  had been used

by the White House to nego-

tiate with the former wammv
dent.

“My God, ‘doesn’t Ford
know about ‘this case?” said
one source. “The guy's un-
der investigation.”

A White House spokes-
man said. he had no knowl-
edge of the
investigation. . Justice De-
investigation. -Justice De-
partment sources said that
the Becker investigation is

N

still in the hands of the U.S.
attorney here and will be re-
ferred to the Justice Depart-

ment. The sourges said that
the Internal Revenue Serv-

ice would “also be consulted
on the case. These sources :
stressed that no decision has :

vet been made to prosecute

Becker. "
The allegations against

Becker, the sources - ‘said,

stem  solely from %m.

charges .made by ‘Kline, a
one-time. financial “whiz
kid” who has since magwnmn
to a host of white-collar

crimes and has pleaded .

guilty to attempting to ob-
struct an investigation of his
stock manipulations . Since
then, Kline has become a
government witness and ap-
peared as a prosecution. wit-
ness in the trial. of former

Baltimore County Executive -

Dale Anderson.

At that trial, Kline -

charged that Becker, who
was his lawyer for a time,
has lied to - prosecutors
about Kline’s illegal activi-

ties. Becker denied the-

charges, even offering to
take a lie detector test to
prove they were untrue,
Nevertheless, his = testi-
mony and Kline’s contra-
dict, and sources in the U.S.

Attorney’s office in Mary- .
land said yesterday they are -

considering whether to in-
vestigateBecker if he is not
indicted in Washington

‘Becker, a former Justic

Department lawyer and as-

sistant U.S . attorfney here,
first worked for Mr. Ford in
1970 when, as House minor-
ity leader, Mr. Ford spear-

headed an attempt to im-

peach Associate Justice Wil~

. liam O. Douglas. Becker was -

hired by Mr. Ford and two
other congressmen = who
were conducting ﬁ\rm\w. own
investigation = of ./ the  Su-

preme Court justice.

“During that E<mmammgo=,"

Becker wrote a letter to a
lawyer for Louis Wolfson,
who was convited of selling
unregistered stock, asking
whether Wilfson could pro-
vide information  about
Douglas’ business dealings.

“Both my .clients and I
were greatly impressed with

- Mr, Wolfson’s recent testi-

mony ...” Becker wrote. “I
am personally sympathetic
to your client’s present
plight and would. be anxious

“to assist him ‘in any way

available to mé.” -

At his vice presidential
confirmation hearings, Mr.
Ford defended Becker’s ac-
tions, saying Becker was not
ommism congressional influ-
ence in mxosmﬁmm for infor-
mation.

“I do not agree with those
challenges to his (Becker’s)
integrity or his ethies,” Mr.
Ford told the House Judici-
ary, Committee, I think he is
a man of the highest profes-
sional ethics and I will
stand by that to the end,

.and any Challenges to that I

will. not agree to.”

Since leaving the U.S. at-
torney’s office here, Becker
has been in private practice.
One of his law partners is
former Florida Rep. William
Cramer, a friend of Mr.
Ford’s.



