
tx; 

W
hite H

ouse L
aw

yer U
nder Federal Investigation 

B
y R

ichard M
. C

ohen 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

B
en

to
n

 L
. B

eck
er, th

e 
law

y
er u

sed
 b

y
 th

e W
h

ite 
H

o
u
se in

 n
eg

o
tiatio

n
s w

ith
 - 

fo
rm

er P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
, is 

u
n

d
er in

v
estig

atio
n

 b
y

 th
e 

U
.S

. atto
rn

ey
's o

ffice h
ere 

fo
r w

h
at w

as d
escrib

ed
 as 

ta
x
 e

v
a
sio

n
 c

h
a
rg

e
s, in

-
form

ed sources said yester
.  

day. 
T

h
e
 in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
, th

e
 

so
u

rces said
 stem

s fro
m

 
alleg

atio
n
s m

ad
e b

y
 Jo

el 
K

line, the convicted M
ont-

g
o

m
ery

 C
o

u
n

ty
 lan

d
 an

d
 

sto
c
k

 sp
e
c
u

la
to

r, w
h

o
m

 
B

eck
er o

n
ce rep

resen
ted

. 
S

p
ecifically

, th
e so

u
rces 

said, K
line has charged that 

he assisted B
ecker in setting 

up an illecral tax dodge. 
H

e has w
orked on special• 

assig
n

m
en

ts fo
r P

resid
en

t 
F

o
rd

 in
 th

e p
ast an

d
 w

as 
u
sed

 b
y
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

.last w
eek

 to
 n

eg
o

tiate th
e 

agreem
ent under w

hich M
r. 

N
ixon w

as allow
ed to retain 

cu
sto

d
y

 o
f h

is p
resid

en
tial 

papers, docum
ents and tape 

recordings. 

T
h

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se said

 
B

ecker spent T
hursday and 

F
riday in S

an C
lem

ente ne-
g

o
tiatin

g
 w

ith
 M

r. N
ix

o
n

's 
representatives. 	

D
eputy 

W
hite H

ouse press secretary 
Jo

h
n
 W

. H
u
sh

en
 d

escrib
ed

 
B

e
c
k
e
r a

s "
a
n
 o

ld
 a

n
d
 

tru
sted

 frien
d
" o

f W
h
ite 

H
ouse C

ounsel P
hilip 

B
u. 

ch en. 
"H

e w
as av

ailab
le to

 u
n
-

d
e
rta

k
e
 th

e
 m

issio
n
,"

 
H

ushen said. 
Justice 	

D
epartm

ent 
so

u
rces said

 th
ey

 w
ere as- 

tounded w
hen they learned 

th
at B

eck
er h

ad
 b

een
 u

sed
 

by the W
hite H

ouse to nego-
tiate w

ith the"form
er P

resi-
dent. 

"M
y

 G
o
d

, d
o

esn
't F

o
rd

 
know

 about this case?" said 
o
n
e so

u
rce. "T

h
e g

u
y
's u

n
- 

der investigation." 	
• 

A
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se sp

o
k
es-

m
an said he had no know

l- 
edge 	

of 	
the 

in
v
estig

atio
n
. Ju

stice D
e-

in
v
estig

atio
n
. Ju

stice D
e-

p
artm

en
t so

u
rces said

 th
at 

, th
e B

eck
er in

v
estig

atio
n

 is 

still in the hands of the U
.S

. 
attorney here and w

ill be re-
ferred to the Justice D

epart. 
m

ent. T
he sources said that 

the Internal R
evenue S

erv-
ice w

ould also be consulted 
o
n
 th

e case. T
h
ese so

u
rces 

stressed that no decision has 
yet been m

ade to prosecute 
B

ecker, 
T

h
e alleg

atio
n
s ag

ain
st 

B
eck

er,, th
e so

u
rces said

, 
s
te

m
 s

o
le

ly
 fro

m
 th

e
 

ch
arg

es m
ad

e b
y

 K
lin

e, a 
o
n
e-tim

e. fin
an

cial "w
h
iz 

kid" w
ho has since adm

itted 
to

 a h
o

st o
f w

h
ite-co

llar 
c
rim

e
s a

n
d

 h
a
s p

le
a
d

e
d

 
g

u
ilty

 to
 attem

p
tin

g
 to

 o
b

-
struct an investigation of his 
stock m

anipulations . S
ince 

th
en

, K
lin

e h
as b

eco
m

e a 
governm

ent w
itness and ap-

peared as a prosecution w
it-

n
ess in

 th
e trial, o

f fo
rm

er 
B

altim
ore C

ounty E
xecutive 

D
ale A

nderson. 
A

t th
a
t tria

l, K
lin

e
 

ch
arg

ed
 th

at B
eck

er, w
h
o
 

w
as h

is law
y

er fo
r a tim

e, 
h

a
s lie

d
 to

 p
ro

se
c
u

to
rs 

about K
line's illegal activi-

tie
s. B

e
c
k
e
r d

e
n
ie

d
 th

e
  

ch
arg

es, ev
en

 o
fferin

g
 to

 
tak

e a lie d
etecto

r test to
 

prove they w
ere untrue. 

N
ev

erth
eless, h

is testi-
m

o
n

y
 an

d
 K

lin
e's co

n
tra-

dict, and sources in the U
.S

. 
A

tto
rn

ey
's o

ffice in
 M

ary
-, 

land said yesterday they are 
co

n
sid

erin
g
 w

h
eth

er to
 in

-
vestigateB

ecker if he is not 
indictedin W

aabington. 
B

eck
er, a fo

rm
er Ju

stice 
D

epartm
ent law

yer and as-
sistan

t U
.S

'atto
rn

ey
 h

ere, 
first w

orked for M
r. F

ord in 
1970 w

hen, as H
ouse m

inor-
ity

 lead
er, M

r. F
o
rd

 sp
ear-

h
ead

ed
 an

 attem
p

t to
 im

-
peach A

ssociate Justice W
it« 

H
am

 0. D
ouglas. B

ecker w
as 

h
ired

 b
y
 M

r. F
o
rd

 an
d
 tw

o
 

o
th

e
r c

o
n
g
re

ssm
e
n
 w

h
o
 

w
ere co

n
d
u
ctin

g
 th

eir o
w

n
 

in
v

estig
atio

n
 o

f .( th
e S

u
-

prem
e C

ourt justice. 
D

uring that investigation, 
B

eck
er w

ro
te a letter to

 a 
law

y
er fo

r L
o

u
is W

o
lfso

n
, 

w
ho w

as convited of selling 
u

n
reg

istered
 sto

ck
, ask

in
g

 
w

hether W
ilfson could pro-

v
id

e
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 a

b
o

u
t 

D
ouglas' business dealings. 

"B
o

th
 m

y
 clien

ts an
d

 I 
w

ere greatly im
pressed w

ith 
M

r. W
o

lfso
n

's recen
t testi- 

m
o

n
y

 ..." B
eck

er w
ro

te. "I 
am

 personally sytnpathetic 
to

 y
o
u
r c

lie
n
t's p

re
se

n
t 

plight and w
ould. be. anxious 

to
 'assist h

irn
 in

 an
y

 w
ay

 
available to m

e." ' 
A

t h
is v

ice p
resid

en
tial 

confirm
ation hearings, M

r. 
F

ord defended B
ecker's ac-

tons, saying B
ecker w

as not 
offering congressional influ-
ence in exchange for infor-
m

ation. 
"I do not agree w

ith those 
challenges to his (B

ecker's) 
integrity or his ethics," M

r. 
F

ord' told the H
ouse Judici- 

ary, C
om

m
ittee. I think he is 

a m
an of the.  highest profes-

sio
n

a
l e

th
ic

s a
n

d
 I w

ill 
sta

n
d

 b
y

 th
a
t to

 th
e
 e

n
d

, 
. and any C

hallenges to that I 
w

ill. not agree to." 
S

ince leaving the 'U
.S

. at-
torney's office here, B

ecker 
has been in private practice. 
O

n
e o

f h
is law

 p
artn

ers is 
form

er F
lorida R

ep. W
illiam

 
C

ra
m

e
r, a

 frie
n

d
 o

f M
r. 

F
ord's. 


