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Followmg z§ a transcrzpt of
Presideént - Ford’s’ statement .

yesterday prepamtom to grant-- e ery best :

ing a full and: absolute par-

dor . to - ;fo'rmer Pres‘zdenf:'£

Nzxon

all the sam
thetical: qn
; answered

most - valueji
these seldom

: pressures E 2
“bé wrong éf :
decision oft sorts and} 3 Weak
and potengually “dange
- course-for a Premdent to fol-
. low.

I haVé proxmsed to upholcl .
- the- Constltu’_aon, to _do what

"’zens Only\th laws:of God,

‘former
“ threatening his health, as he
tries to reshape his ‘life, a:

‘to  conclude -
~months and perhaps more

1s right as God: grves me £0..:
“See the rlght -and to do the_j
~that I can - for

merlca I-hayve sked your

gove .con-

hlght

“and donw,

n, the erediiblity of- our: free
* institutions - of - government
“‘would agam be- challenged. -
‘at'home’ and: abroad. Ih the' ~ 7%
rid the courts might’ well . =S

ere; oric - o
legal. precedents to Whlch
‘edn: | “thi
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 help -and your: prayers, not'ﬁ

‘¢ only when 1. ‘became- Presi-
- "dent but many times since.

B . The: Constitution is the su-

- preme laW ~0fv our land and lt ¥ treat' ent  with any other:.

_,1ences, are- superror to it,
As we | are a natlon under-

1dent 0f the United States;;

“the Ta

“ther in preserving the pre-“ o ]
umption of his innocence . . T0AKes

".agam ‘be aroused, ‘and - our
‘people would again be polar-

‘former’ station. . The law,

whether ‘human or d1v1ne is,

no___r_especter of persons but

_are that a former Pres-v

d+.of -enjoying - equalr

citizen accused .of v1olatmg
would be cruelly
and excesswely penallzed €l

r'to repay a legal debt

; .thls long perlod of
eldy ‘and potential litiga- -
‘tion, ugly passions would

ized in-their opinions; and:-

that Richard N‘1xou ad,
nied due process‘and
rt_hct of h_lstory Would

But 1t is -not the’ ultunate
te -of chhard leon that’
most. concerns me—-though

surely it deeply troubles ev:’
knowledge that senous alle- ;
gations-~ and - " aecusations
‘hang. like 3 sword over our

‘President’s - head;

great - part of which ‘was
spent in the service of this

‘country and byvthe mandate

of its people.

“ery decent” and every com-

passmnate ‘person. My con-:
cern is the immediate future

~ of this great country, In . ‘this

After years of brtter con-

| troversy and divisive - ‘na-
" ‘tional ‘debate, I have been.

ddvised and T'am’ compelled
- that* many

years will have. to pass be-
fore - Rlchard Nixon. could

obtain a fair trial by jury in -

any ‘jurisdiction. of ‘the

I dare not depend upon: my.

'personal . sympathy .. -as ran
‘longtime friend of the ' ‘for:

mer President nér my pro-
fessional judgment as a law- ]
yer. And I do not. :

. As President, my pnmary
concern must always be. the:
greatest good of all.the. peo—

.ple* of tthe United States

whose servant I am. .
As a man, my first consxd-.
eration is to be'true to my

. .QWn conv1ct1ons and my own

United States under govern: .

ing decisions ‘of the Su-

‘preme Court,

- 1 deeply believe in equal

Just1ce for all: Americans,-
‘whatever their station. -Or

: consaence

~My ‘conscierce tells me

lclearly and certainly that. T

cannot prolong’ the bad

power to - flrmly shut and:
seal thls book_ My con-’

T ig] ""‘ould make“f'
Ho dlfference,_T do hehmmn

use eve ry m ns that I have:_.

'I do. beheve that the bucka
" that "I “cannot -
; rely upon public ..opinion

- tell me: what is

‘dreams that continue to re- |

open ‘a chapter that s [
closed My OOHSCIGDCG ‘tells !

. me: that only I, as Pres1dent

Reahty

Now, therefore, I Gelald
R ‘Ford, Pre51dent of ‘the

_ Unlted States, pursuant to
~ the pardon power conferred

upon me by Article II, Sec-

. tion" 2, of ‘the Constltutlon
-have gran'ted and by. these
= presents do .grant .a full,
_‘free .and . absolute pardon ‘
‘unto. Richard. Nixon: for all-

offenses against the United:

. States which he, Richard -

‘Nixon, ‘has- comxmtted or

“may - have - committed or
.. taken part-in during the pé-.

“riod. from- January 20, 1969,
h through August 9, 1974,

[In his oral delwery, Mr.
Ford ‘erroneously said “J uly

20, 1969 instead of “Janu-

am 3
LAt thzs point he paused
.to -sign’ the. actual’ pardon

i proclamation.}”

JIn Withess whereof i< have .

hereunto set. my hand thlsv
’8th day of Septembeér in the
-year of our Lord Nineteen

Hundred Séventy- Flour, and

“-of the mdependence of the

Umted :States of Amenca
the 199th. - .




