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U.S. Seeks | .’

dKent State
Jury Data

i . By Susanna McBee

+ | Washington Post Staff Writer

: The Justice Department is
seeking to obtain secret testi-
n:mny given to a special Ohio
éi‘and jury after the May,
1970, fatal shooting of four
Kent State University stu-
dents by Ohio National
Guardsmen.

"J. Stanley Pottinger, assist-
ant attorney general for civil !
tights, said last week that in [
ﬁ]e next two weeks he will
s .
gsk the Portage County, Ohio,
éommon Pleas Court, which
;ﬁas custody of transcripts of
ii’lé testimony, to release them
l@ his investigators.

5 The transcripts are said to
ihclude testimony. of at least
2D guardsmen, among them
five or six the FBI has identi-
fied as responsible for the
shootings during a' campus
ii'rotes't demonstration against
the U.S. invasion of Cam-
bodia.

: Testimony of some Xent
State faculty members is also
said to be in the transcript.
The testimony apparently was
:fgﬁored by the grand jury,
:éonvened_at the time by Ohio

Gov. James A. Rhodes.

That grand jury indicted 25
Jpersons, most of them Kent
State students and faculty, but
-it ‘exonerated the guardsmen
from any wrongdoing.

In contrast, the President’
Commission on Campus Un
Test, headed by former Pen:
nyslvania Gov. William Wi
Scranton, called the shooting
r‘ilfiflecessary, unwarranted
and inexcusable.” Scranto

grand jury investigation.

But in August, 1971, John N
Mitehell, the Attorney Gen:
eral, decided there was no ba
sis for a federal prosecution
and closed the Justice Depart%
ment’s investigation.

.- Elliot 1. Richardson, the
Jew  Attorney General, re-
opened the inquiry last month
at Pottinger’s request. Pot-
tinger said he was “not satis-
fied we have fully exhausted”
all “areas of inquiry.”

. Pottinger sajd 1last week
that Robert A. Murphy, crimi-
nal section chief in the Civill
Rights Division, heads a team
‘of four- attorneys working on
the case. He said a decision on
whether to bPresent informa-
tion to a-federal grand jury
will not be made for about
eight weeks.

“We're trying to push the in-
vestigation as rapidly as we
can,” he said. “We're not re-
opening the entire investiga-
tion, but we're looking only at
areas where there are gaps in
our knowledge or at new alle-
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“I’'m not going to a grand
jury for the sake of appear-
ance. It'would be g mistake to
use any investigation for cos-
metic purposes. We’ll g0 to a
grand jury if we've got some-
thing serious.”



