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Miichell Linked to Watergate Spying

By Jack Anderson -

Former Attorney General
John Mitchell’s name has been
linked to the Watergate espio-
nage operation by a principal
witness in the case. _

The witness; Alfred Bald-
win, has sworn hé was a mem-
ber of the Mission Impossible’
crew that spied on Democratlc

Party headquarters ‘One of his
espionage reports, he has al-
leged, was addressed person- |,
ally to Mitchell.

By Baldwin’s account, he
gave an oral report to James
MecCord, Jr., who was then the
security coordinator for Presi-
dent Nixon’s campaign com-
mittee. In Baldwin’s presence,
McCord allegedly put the re-
port in writing and addressed
it to Mitchell.

Subsequently, MecCord was
arrested at gunpoint with four
other men inside Democratic
headquarters. They were wear-
ing surgical gloves and carry-
ing eavesdropping equipment.

Baldwin has confessed that
he monitored conversations
picked up by a bug planted in
one of the Democratic Party
telephones. Thé bugged con-
versations were reported in
memos, Which MeCord sent
both to the White House and
the campaign committee, Bald-
win claims. .
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(A spokesman for the Com-
mittee for the Re-election of
the President said yesterday

that “we know of no such
memorandum and John Mitch-
ell never received any such
memo.”)

The memo that went to
Mitchell, however, didn’t deal
with the bugging operation.
As Baldwin tells it, he was
asked to check on security in
the building where the Presi-
dent’s campaign committee
has its headquarters.

He cozied up to a secretary
in the law firm of Reeves and
Harrison, which has offices in

the same building. She told
him that one of the law part-
ners had contributed to
George McGovern’s campaign.

Security Risk :
When Baldwin reported this

to McCord, the security chief

allegedly dashed off a memo

to Mitchell warning that the
law firm was a political secu-
rity risk.

Baldwin gave the FBI a 100-
page statement detailing his

Ev‘ﬂe in the Watergate caper.
hereafter, he reportedly was
granted immunity from prose-
cution in exchange for his tes-
timony before a federal grand
jury. '

A former FBI agent Bald-
win said he had been assigned
at first as a security guard for
Martha Mitchell. His instrue-
tions were not to let her out of
his sight except when she

went to_ bed. He
B

gate
Baldwin said, ‘McCord shoved
a .38 pistol at him. Baldwin
protested that he didn’t have a
pistol permit. McCord alleg-
edly told him ‘that he didn’t
need one, because he was at-
tached to the President’s cam-
paign committee.

handed ‘a roll of money and
was instructed to buy her any-
thing she wanted and to pay
cash, he said.

When he joined the Water-
espionage . operation,

On May 9, Bdldwin said he

caught an Allegheny flight to
visit his home in Connecticut.
As he boarded, the electronic
anti-hijacking equipment de-
tected the pistol. He couldn’t
|produce a ‘permit, so he was
detained while the airline
checked with the President’s
campaign committee,

Bank Records

Justice Department lawyers,
pparently, have lied to the

courts about the practice of
snooping into people’s private
bank accounts without court

uthorization.
On several occasions, we

have published excerpts frorn
FBI files which prove bankers
willingly turn over their cus-
tomers’ records without being
served with a subpoena.

A month ago, however gov-

ernment lawyers. in San Fran-
cisco and Washlngton D.C,,
told the federal courts the
government always gets a
summons or subpoena first.
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Not only does this fly di-

rectly in the face of our doecu-
mentary evidence, but it also
contradicts the testimony of a
highly placed Justice Depart-
ment official.

The  official, organized
cfime chief Wl]ham Lynch, ad-
mitted to a Senate subcomnnt-
tee last month that “in certain
types of investigations” gov-
ernment sleuths get bank rec-
ords without a subpoena “with

some degree of frequency.”

Under 'interise questioning
by Sen. John Tunney (D-
Calif.), who is leading a move
to write laws protecting the
privacy of bank records,
Lynch also confessed that “m
particular  situations they
(banks) have been reasonably
cooperative.”

In other words, what the
U.S. attorneys sald in court
flatly - contradicts the Justice
Department’s testimony be-
fore the Senate. Someone, ob-
viously is lying.

“Footnote: In his Senate tes-
timony, Lynch said the FBI
went after bank records only "
when investigating “violations
of criminal statute.” We have
documented “cases in which
the FBI got the bank records
of dissidents like Jane Fonda
Dr. Benjamin = Spock, ' and
black civil rights leader Floyd
McKissick. So Tunney was
prompted °.to  ask- Lynch
whether “criminal statute” vi-
olations included “political
surveillance cases.” Replied
Lynch: “I do not know what
you mean by that.”
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