
R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

Jaw
orski: In C

ox's F
ootsteps 

W
h
en

 S
p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r L

eo
n
 Ja-

w
orski filed a brief last M

onday argu-
ing that not even the P

resident has the 
rig

h
t to

 b
reak

 th
e law

 in
 th

e n
am

e o
f 

n
atio

n
al secu

rity
, th

e last lin
g
erin

g
 

doubts about him
 by the ardent young 

law
yers he inherited from

 the deposed 
A

rchibald C
ox w

ere rem
oved. 

S
ince arriving in W

ashington N
ov. 5, 

Jaw
orski had approved in detail every-

thing being done under C
ox, reiterat-

in
g
 d

em
an

d
s fo

r p
resid

en
tial p

ap
ers 

W
hich triggered C

ox's dism
issal. B

ut 
there rem

ained the possibility that Ja-
w

orski, a H
ouston corporation law

yer 
n
o
t k

n
o
w

n
 fo

r ch
allen

g
in

g
 th

e estab
-

lish
m

en
t, w

o
u
ld

 sw
allo

w
 th

e W
h
ite 

H
ouse argum

ent that som
e covert op-

eratio
n
s o

f th
e p

lu
m

b
ers u

n
it sh

o
u
ld

 
rem

ain
 sh

ro
u

d
ed

 fo
r reaso

n
s o

f n
a-

tio
n

al secu
rity

. H
is b

rief filed
 in

 fed
-

eral court erased that possibility. 
T

h
is m

ean
s th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 is co

n
-

tinuing its potentially explosive inves-
tigation of the plum

bers under Jaw
or-

sk
i p

recisely
 as it d

id
 u

n
d
er C

o
x
, d

e-
m

anding docum
ents that are supposed 

to reveal covert operations—
the possi-

b
le n

ex
t sh

o
ck

 in
 th

e W
aterg

ate af-
fair. In the opinion of high Justice D

e-
partm

ent officials, C
ox's insistence on 

probing the plum
bers w

as a m
ajor rea-

so
n

 fo
r P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n

's d
eterm

in
a-

tion to sack him
. 

In
 su

m
, Jaw

o
rsk

i h
as b

een
 a g

rim
 

d
isap

p
o

in
tm

en
t to

 th
e W

h
ite. H

o
u

se. 
P

residential aides had hopes he w
ould 

fire so
m

e o
f C

o
x

's lib
eral lieu

ten
an

ts  

and bring in his ow
n m

en, narrow
 the 

p
ro

secu
tio

n
 d

o
w

n
 to

 th
e W

aterg
ate 

b
u
rg

lary
 itself an

d
 q

u
ick

ly
 v

o
te o

u
t 

som
e new

 W
atergate indictm

ents. S
o 

far, he has m
ade no change of im

por-
tance in C

ox's operations. 
S

in
ce ev

en
 th

e m
o
st in

tractab
le 

h
ard

est-lin
ers at th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se d

o
 

n
o

t w
an

t a d
an

g
eto

u
s co

n
fro

n
tatio

n
 

W
ith

 Jaw
o
rsk

i, M
r. N

ix
o
n
's law

y
ers 

h
av

e in
d
icated

 to
 h

im
 th

at all o
f th

e 
m

aterial ab
o

u
t th

e p
lu

m
b

ers d
en

ied
 

C
ox w

ill be m
ade available (though, at 

this w
riting, it has not yet been deliv-

ered to the prosecutors). 
Jaw

o
rsk

i's p
o
stu

re h
as b

een
 n

early
 

as surprising to C
ox's old lieutenants. 

O
n the eve of his arrival here, they be-

lieved that M
r. N

ixon—
though at tre-

m
endous cost to his presidency—

had 
tam

ed the prosecution w
ith his S

atur-
day night m

assacre of O
ct. 20. T

hrough 
h

is attitu
d

e fro
m

 th
e first d

ay
 o

n
 th

e 
job, Jaw

orski indicated that the S
atur-

day night m
assacre had accom

plished 
nothing. 

A
 footnote: W

hite H
ouse aides still 

hope that Jaw
orski w

ill soften the in-
vestigation once the furor finally dies 
d
o
w

n
. In

 th
e m

ean
tim

e, th
ey

 w
ill 

search for evidence to indicate that at 
least som

ething w
as accom

plished in 
firing C

ox. F
or instance, if any W

ater-
g
ate in

d
ictm

en
ts are retu

rn
ed

 w
ith

in
 

th
e n

ex
t tw

o
 w

eek
s (as th

e W
h
ite 

H
ouse ' devoutly hopes), N

ixon aides 
w

ill arg
u
e th

at th
is sh

o
w

s Jaw
o
rsk

i 

"Jaw
orski has been a grim

 
disappointm

ent to the 
W

hite H
ouse. So far, he 

has m
ade no change of im

-
portance in C

ox's oper-
ations." 

m
eans business w

hile C
ox w

as just out 
to

 g
et th

e P
resid

en
t. 

ay.& 
A

s p
art o

f th
e effectiv

e o
il sq

u
eeze 

being applied by the A
rab w

orld, Italy 
is •being pressured to halt refueling of 
th

e U
.S

. 6
th

 F
leet in

 Italian
 p

o
rts—

a 
step

 th
at w

o
u

ld
 fu

rth
er ag

g
rav

ate th
e 

severe fuel shortage afflicting the U
.S

. 
m

ilitary.. 
Italy

, as a N
A

T
O

 p
artn

er, h
as re-

sisted
 A

rab
 p

ressu
re so

 far, B
u

t U
.S

. 
officials fear the Italians m

ay eventu-
ally

 fo
llo

w
 th

e co
u

rse o
f S

in
g

ap
o

re, 
w

hich stopped refueling the U
.S

. 7th 
F

leet in
 th

e P
acific w

h
en

 faced
 w

ith
 

A
rab threats of cutting off its ow

n oil 
sh

ip
m

en
ts. E

v
en

 w
ith

o
u

t an
 Italian

 
cu

t-o
ff, th

e m
ilitary

 n
o

w
 is tak

in
g

 
300,000 barrels of oil a day out of the 
civilian econom

y and thereby contrib-
u

tin
g

 to
 p

o
ssib

le eco
n

o
m

ic d
islo

ca-
tions. 

A
 fo

o
tn

o
te: If th

e D
raco

n
ian

 fu
el 

co
n

serv
atio

n
 m

easu
res fo

r th
e U

.S
. 

m
ilitary

 are ex
ten

d
ed

 in
d
efin

itely
 b

y
 

the A
rab squeeze, high P

entagon offi-
cials fear a decline in operational pre-
p

ared
n

ess o
f th

e U
.S

. arm
ed

 fo
rces. 

P
articu

larly
 v

u
ln

erab
le: A

ir F
o
rce 

read
in

ess if fly
in

g
 tim

e o
r th

e n
u
m

-
b

er o
f p

ilo
ts is p

erm
an

en
tly

 red
u

ced
. 

c+
.9 

S
en. W

illiam
 S

axbe of O
hio, P

resi-
d
en

t N
ix

o
n
's atto

rn
ey

-g
en

eral d
esig

-
nate, has privately disow

ned his public 
statepent that he m

ight w
ell close the 

reo
p
fted

 in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

f th
e K

en
t 

S
tate killings. 
In public S

axbe has expressed oppo-
sition to the decision by E

lliot R
ichard-

son as A
ttorney G

eneral in reopening 
th

e em
o

tio
n

ally
 ch

arg
ed

 case (th
ere-

b
y
 ech

o
in

g
 th

e p
riv

ate W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

v
iew

) an
d
 asserted

 th
at as A

tto
rn

ey
 

G
en

eral h
e m

ig
h
t sto

p
 th

e in
v
estig

a-
tio

n
. B

u
t in

 p
riv

ate, h
e recen

tly
 in

-
form

ed S
en. John V

. T
unney of C

ali-
fornia that this w

as an on-going inves-
tigation. w

hich could not be halted. 
T

h
at reassu

red
 lib

eral D
em

o
crat 

T
unney, w

ho as a m
em

ber of the S
en-

ate Judiciary C
om

m
ittee is considering 

co
n

firm
atio

n
 o

f S
ax

b
e. B

u
t th

e K
en

t 
S

tate co
n
fu

sio
n
 in

creases ap
p
reh

en
-

sion by R
epublican senators w

ho fear 
that the longer his confirm

ation is de-
lay

ed
, th

e m
o
re lik

ely
 th

e g
arru

lo
u
s 

S
axbe w

ill talk  him
self into deep trou-

ble. 
1973, .F

ield E
nterprises, Inc. 


