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¥he Wstergate Wbitewash: The Larger Soandale Yhe Indictment. HW 9/16/72

This is written early in the a.m., after seeiny .vening 7V last night anv & reading of
the early edition of the Jos%, iuleh ic tw onc that reaches here. it .11l b writien vithout
congsultation of earlier notes. faulty recall may lead to error.

In retrospect, perhaps the sharpest thing is the clarity with which the covering up was
viaible from the first, The accuracy with which it couldbs forecast from what appeaved in
public sources only finkes Democratic fumbling les: easily understood. (Could be means wae,
88r my earlier notes acourately predie who would be indicted-no errors of omission or
comsission.) ¥ith the inepiness of the Democrats there is what is not incptuess bub abiice
tion by the press. I can't recall a single bremk in the three months since the arrests where
one can with certainty say it wms developed by diligent reporting., ot one case that does
not now as it did then seem to be & lesk or a tip. This morning's rost headline iu typical
of the subtlety with which the .ress became part of the whole covering-upt Hizon hxepides,

5 Others Indicted +n Bugging Case." lNow they were got Yex-aides"at the itime of the crinme,
ey were working for Hixen. ind there wers three, two of whom had worked, one of whom,
although from the ruporting it would not be known, ms&lwa&wﬁart@ﬁmmﬁams

Time pressures have such %o do with what reporters can't recall or don't think of, buk
one of the glaring things emitted i that there are overt con cctions of all but onc of those
indicted with the CIA. Mot stated. That one was Fil, lot stated, ,

Glaring omissions in the indictment as reported not indicated, ind that it add practically
nothing to what had been lesked in the cereful and successful managesent of the press is not |
eoly net indictued but misrcpresented with the statement that new inforration wes disclosed,
it is new in that it is a detail and significsnt in thst it diverts from the stepubliean
organization,. )

Tha: the indictment was handed down on a ?ziday is not without posuidle sigdificsnce,
Thet what it would and would not do was koown to the GOF hierarchy and whan is clear from
the changes ‘n their positions and statemonts, in the disappearance of uhst could be called
close to hysteria. When Friday afte:noon is plcked, it mesns sversl thinga: less space in
the papers from seallsr editions, lems attention there andom the el ctromic medis because
peopls are or are preparing for weekending, and fewer people are svailable for somment if
the press wants comsunts The story thus cools and haé has Prospect for second-day attention

because people are not eaedly avallable, the vorking staffs sre sealler, the availabilities -
are at the wecks lowest on all media. and this, in turn, zeans that attention is concentrated
on what the administration wants, i%s laundering in ¥ ite sclf-purging indictments, Thease
could not be more carefully teilored to excuipate the gailty not named and to hide what cen
stlll be dared. ' :

One of the dead giveaways and ono of the things the Democrats should not have fumbled
is the WP play thst people should awalt the indiotwents, bracketed with the pretenses
that the UsS.iktomay's office is independsnt, not controliled by the aduinistration; that
he grend Jjury was independent, uot comfrolied by the administration through tie JeBebtrorneyy
and hat 1t would exhaust everytldng. The rvality is fhat the presentation was limited by
what the iBI chose to deliver of what it chose to invesiigate and of tiat what it chooe to
include. 1 digress to nots that in contradiction to everytiing clse, Uray ssid the investie
gation is continuings, This is strundard F5I self-protection sgninet fubure charzes the
nature of which are now obwlous snoughs. What the FBIL deliVers is then filtered- by the
prosecutor, who gives the grand jury only what he wants it to have snd then is generally
able to fix its interpretation of the filtered evidence. Most obvicus of what was heve
ignored.is anything having to do wiih the alveady-accounted $114,000 and thé pretense that
XL "the/Noney involves in the conspivacy is $1,600 that ldddy gave the suspect Jaues W,
Holord”, Yot one of the counts is psraphrased, against Eolord, "Pirchasing a $3,%0 sys
‘espable of peceivingintercepted wire and oralvoommmications®.” :

This is worth analy.ing ou: of context lest 1 forgets it says if thers is accurate
quotation that all that is charged %o sclord is recuivins-equipment purchases \more than
fwicewhat Liddy is sald to have given him). It sesms to say that the phone tap ding was
transmitied by radio, not direot taps. Collectively, this seems to say that 1005 of the
inspired comment avout the andiquated character of the equl ment marked this as & hau Job.

An entire book could be written in snalysds of the semsnties and the indictwent if one
had the full text, asx I think, ultisetely, I will .h ther or not published. 1 serves
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uﬁz&rﬂaﬂnﬁm/m-almﬁm/ GOP interests for the text io &t the wideat possible disseminatio
*t exeulputes, in the light of what was leaked and repested, ali the bdg er people invelved,
Ubvious estemplos, Stans and fitchell and several in the dnite liouss, Bearing ou this i

the agrressive GO response, desands for publie apologies for tellins the truth, the trugh

thus becoming "political livel®,

While che conspiraey allsged includes frecuent trips to and from flami by a large
nuuber of people and at lesst 40 calls to the GOP from darker zlone, there is no accounting
of its fineneing, which is as incredible as the Post’: blans acceplance of it, 4t states
that only 1,600 uss involved in tie conspiracy, but shat sun can Y pay for the trevel alons,
fet helord is admitted to huve apent §3,500 on a zpeeial purchase for thiz, wotel rooms
#ere rented and there were sll the other obvious expenses, Thic the bugs th neclves, a cont,
8ec, not o be included in “cCord’s "recelving® eguioment, Perh pa people lsd them on hand,
but the langusge leaves this unexplained ss roporied,

Incidentl s, on the equipment, there would peem to be 84 gpo=unde-hut ¥UC case on the
use of Ulrelicensed eow unications equipaont, captured with the men. Sut were 1o no such .
charge in the indictment, The wilide~taliies were gpecially licenped with special, msigned
frequencion. This the LoP hierarchy is exoul ated ans charges against the Len are compromi sed,
one of the spoaront requirements ingetting them to take ths rap in seeming silence,

(Hiere ihe lesking to the Jost of what is atiridutes to one of the principals may be
sigdficant and mey telegraph that the Yeomcrats had advance inowicdge of the omismions of
the indictment. It says and there was reportel what iz omitted. It means that there was smothey
invelved and not charged or that liddy or Humt twmes informant, )

There is no use of the 31 14,000 and there is clegy Violation of law in it, Urine, I%
is not accounted for and it would sesn to have ben sliminated with doliberst. purpose in
¢:0 Talse charge that only $1,600 was involved in the conspirmoy, ‘e can_t be true of
only that senspirmey charged, which i» net the same as thoe real one alweady dinclosed,

There ia no mention of Vaddy, hou hw figurcd il ity hov he knew ang couly & ey to
ropregont the nan when srrested. “his i set forth in sarlier nemos :nd was obvious as is
the o ory quite obviously false. “earing on this is the acknowledgument that the men had
on them 40 rolis of fil, they ddvint carry that so the offices not int rding to use i,
and they could asi hmws vegun to add this to what rempdned to Le done by the 3300 pointe
of-no-rvturn advance warndng alleged to have been establs-hed with Barker's wife, (It Bay
be possible to congeive Uaddy ms the wnamed. Democratie informant, but I doubt it,)

Hyntt. suploymont is aveided, I gan' t inagine kim not bulng apide 4% hac %o be fron
an unddensificd spuree or $he agoucy or the Yhite ionse or o coubination. It has been

 protended that “unt's last euploymunt was the time of the lagt checl datedng, the end of
Barchs o contiiued working for the White lipuse, hvovever, sni .gen % Tired unti) aft.r his
ouneotion becams known. From the story bes emerges as the wan in imscdiate charge of this job.

Thare seeasto be no churge of the use of what wan stolan, an: it secme %o have been used,

There is no meantion of others involved, ani here I nean aside from thoough the w1 14,000
and even sccepiing the Fiction thst these were ind.pendent, "selfesterters®, Bxasmple: any
squad iu the Howard Yoinson zotels the other nen reglaotored at the ¥ateriate wobely skilied
Iyiuists to tvanseribs the neeossardily voluminous intercepts, anc .ith the sCtivity in the
Busocrutue offices, if thin were linited %o the conversailons on bs Spucer Yliivep's phone
alonec. Theme are srobably others,0r, the conspiracy slleged in the indictment ean't be
explaine by the indictwent. and ga sxplainec, it was & jur oseless conspiracy, Burposeless
srise, purposelsss jeopardy, : ,

' “our of thwe eight vharges are crises under lossl law, What iz uot generally understood
that local government is control ed ty the “mite louss, Thess charges could have be.n filed
imsedlately, all or most wit.ous gny investigation, That, heouver, would have socant trial
bulore the election, thu: it was aviided aune loesl authprity abdicated to fudgural, which
voulii pretund delay was requdred by an allegedly exhaustive investigation aptly and reponteily
Comparwd with that of the J¥i assassination,

aside from the bragen control exercised by the adednistration ovVer wusi vouly be
Presente., who and wist would be charged, the Ueshitomey wat & step further and demanded
ihat i%s hack ang aprointee, *nief diuge Sirdea, apyodnt a special Judge om this case, not
let it go through ordinary channels and be asaioned to the next Judge, the one whopo turn
it ise The clais is nedu ot e is Justified elaunt $hic 1o g pecial casu. *t is, Lowsver,
& mmchanisu for chosin, EE & judge to admindstration ik ing, the closest thing in 40 to a
Yulius Hofroan. nd b will sit on whal tia sdaustration Ll offers in evidinee,
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It this is pretty raw, it nonetheless serves the inerests of the defendants snd if
Rothblatt and other lawyers did not have cozpromising connections, thedr legitinnte
parsult of the actual interests of thedir clionts neke tids wore than acceptable to thom,
Ihey'd be ecrazmy to protest and nobody else has a legal Lasis unless pelfeasance, nope
feasance, <tc, arc to be charged in court spearately. But who ,rosecutes the prosecubor?

it is pet difideult to visnalize Sirica casting himself in the role of the men who
has to asouse the responsibilities of the “hief Judge and take the unplessent, Giffieult
Job upon hinself, With predictable results, knowing his record.

¥hen 1 heprd the atory on 5330 radio news and twrned on the T¢, the item was being
roported {(WIOF-TY) and I missed what had been said, ihe closing emphasis was typleal of
all weporting I koow of, empiasizming the demand for public apology, hers of O'Brien, else-
where by mclovern and others. Hot vepeated at 6 bub opener on #Rl-IV's evening news.

KiC's net news hes liddy and “unt (alone) doing the intercepting) and hes Carl Stemn
saying that the manes of top officiels were not submitted to the srand Jury.

\ime of the obvious journalistic efforts probably will not be mpte, to interview pembers
of the grand jury to loam is 1% was menipulated,)

In his haniling of the news. Johm Chamberlpin ssdd"two are of particular interest™,
WM&%WWW@M%&%%&&WW%&MM
of partioular intrest was not clear, There are those clearly above theme

HBC sired interviews with the iour Yubans in “imud, vhere Lerker had bewn charged.
Adthblatt was with them, They mx were presented syzmpatheticaily, uneritically, posing
as trus patriots and in & red-baiting attack on FeVovern an: § ¢ Lemosrats for al. the
world as though there are patriots and not caught eriminals, H5C thus gpent the first
tb&rﬁafit%ﬂinnmafnwsmm*:gm;m&mmm@ﬁwm&
political libel and as martyrs. Without any qiestioning, they used suech descriptions of
their victins of orime as "the enemy”. Fiorini added that "the euony, of courses is

" oomsand swm. "

Although a Saturday night, CBY hed mine romotes, nine locations, Interestingly in
the shorter fime 1% devoted to the story it began by seying these were the "first Lndicts
monda®, Justice is quoted as saying the investigntion is over, Then this, obviously false
in any context emoept official propaganda, "hobody at the Yhite House ahd anything to do
with it." (But HBC had shown vray ad Kleindinest at the #BL acadmey gradustion with L bragging
of the magmdiude of $he investigation, aguin compuring with that of JFX asss and uray saying
the investigntion is not overs “hus the ¥isi can always say it is still puweding i-sdns that
She checking of what is inown is proceeding, ote.) Here agianthe empasis is om 31,600
cash only, not the alresdy-accounted $114,000. I ohief fiack Hutchens quoted ol several
polnts, one buing that there is no evidunge thet othere should be charged. dothblatt of
Haricor, "Whatever b haé done he is not avhomed of " Barker, "I don't care for the vele of
informer”s (Which mskes ane vonder -hat he plamned to do with his plotures of stelen files
if mak not %o act as GOP informer.) Hefe cnce was to informetion he hss sbout fhe roles of
others, whother or not nesed net elsar,

flashbacks to lidiy's earlier career designec to accomodat: of'leisl admindstration
iine of gung ho self-startors, Such ¢ ings as slways cerring & pistel when “utches: County
ascigtant Dids This part was disporportionskely long snu is ono of the sepns by which the

slresdy-inddequate indictaents was shadowed in the viewers' minds, Emphskis included -

"overegealousneas of liddy. Blunily, nothing but the offieial line was aired,
~ fio Fost editOrialeyet.There was time for today, but probably they are w iting to wake
full analysis. This did not preclude saying what does not require analysis, that this is
clearly a whitowash and the of iecial control at all steps should be understood,

- Hedla down-play a:: misplat continued on a.m, radic. Ho mention major news WIOP 7 Y
earlier for some time WAVA (ali-ne.s inde) for some time. Hot t-p news CBS net 8 Baliey NOL
mentioned to 8309 when cosbination weak batiery and poor location while I was walbing blocked
slsnal intermitinetly, but on what L heard no mention, iengthy repeat yesterday's story on

The charscter o. tie indictment, its content anc omizcions, and the rdshendling, the
onepiness by the ﬁ,mmm, plus the careful and successful nevesanagenent, have dulled this
incredible erime fo th: point where it may be more no. than Just something frop which “eioe
crate fail to get the milesge they should Bo aple to #xgect of ite It may wind up wbth a
fair number of voters actusliy belisving the vemocrats jave libelied the “vpublicans end
people close to Hixon over it. :



