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Former White House aides 
H. R. (Bob) Haldeman and 
John D. Ehrlichman were 
strongly urged in court yester-
day to have "a nice heart-to-
heart talk" with President 
Nixon about .getting the files 
they say they need to defend 
themselves in the Watergate 
cover-up trial. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
John J. Sirica recommended 
the approach as the best way 
to avoid another prolonged dis-
pute over attempts to sub-
poena any relevant evidence 
from the President. 

Lawyers for Haldeman pro-
tested that the judge's sugges-
tion amounted to a squeeze 
play that would put Haldeman 
in a bad light if he came away 
empty-handed. But attorneys 
for Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
reluctantly agreed to find gut 
whether their clients were 
willing to try. 

Sirica emphasized that Mr. 
Nixon has expressed "great 
faith" in Haldeman and Ehrl-
ichman. He suggested that the 
President surely ought to be 
willing to help them out if 
they approached him on a vol-
untary basis. 

"If it can be done the easy 
way, let's do it the easy way," 
Sirica said at a pretrial hear-
ing here. "I'd like to know the 
[President's] answer, and I 
think American people would 
like to know the answer. 
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JUDGE GERHARD GESEL 
. .. alters stance 

SIRICA, From Al 
iirica indicated that he 

woId be willing to back up 
defense subpoenas for White 
Hi. 	files if necessary, but 
th 	dge made it plain that 
an , such subpoenas would 
have to pinpoint the exact doc-
uments and records that the 
Watergate defendants think 
might help to exonerate them. 

The approach contrasts with 
the generalized subpoena that 
ElOichman obtained for his 
trial in the Ellsberg psychia-
trist'S office break-in case be- _ 
fore the U.S. bistrict Court 
Judge Gerhard A. ,Gesell. A 
long impasse with Mr. Nixon 
ovti; that subpoena—which 
calls for all of Ehrlichman's 
handwritten notes in the 
White House over a 28-month 
period—has clouded the status 
of that prosecution. 

Sirica said he saw no reason 
why Haldeman and Ehrlich-
may couldn't sit down with 
th it  resident "as they've done 
fo . :a hundred times," and 
wor  out a voluntary arrange-
ment to obtain any pertinent 
W gate records. 

approaching this from 
ctical standpoint, forget-

tin about subpoenas," the 
judge told the lawyers for the 
twOlmen. "Everybody knows 
th*,Mr. Ehrlichman and Mr. 
H. man were praised by the 

r vent when they resigned. 
H- as great faith in them, 
do 't he? There's no ques-
t° about it, as many, many 
of 	people do." (President 
Ni 	called them two of the 
"fi_' `st public servants" he 
ha own.) 

ordingly, Sirica asked, 
"II ye they tried to go in and 
se he President and say, 
`L 	, Mr. president, our lib- 
er And our reputation are at 
st 	' ... Couldn't they go in 
an ee the; President and say, 
`M we look through Our files 
to 	if there are any excul- 
pa 	matter*i here without 
go 	through the courts, the 

eme Court, the 'Court of 
meals?' " 

man's attorneys maintained 
that they, rather than their 
clients, ought to be given ac-
cess to the White Hoose files 
in order to make professional 
judgments about what was 
needed for their defense. But 
the judge said he thought the 
two former White House aides 
.should first ask the President 
for permissionn to copy se-
lected documents themselves, 
with or without their 
attorneys; "it doesn't make 
any difference," Sirica said. 

Lawyers for three of the 
other defendants — former 
White House aide Gordon 
Strachan, former Assistant At-
torney General Robert C. Mar-
dian, and Nixon re-election 
committee attorney Kenneth 
W. Parkinson—said their 
clients were in no position to 
make similar requests of the 
President. The lawyers for for-
mer Attorney General -John N. 
Mitchell made no comment in 
court, but one of them pointed 
out later that Mitchell had no 
files of his own at the White 
House and was not prepared 
"at this stage" to to ask Mr. 
Nixon for a look at any docu-
ments there that mention him. 

Siriba also made plain at' 
yesterday's hearing that he 
thinks, a fair-minded jury can 
be chosen here despite de-
fense complaints about an ava-
lanche of "prejudicial public-
ity" about the Watergate case. 

He said he felt sure there 
were "millions of people in 
this-country," including many 
in the Distfict of Columbia, 
who have yet to make up their 
minds about the alleged cover-
up conspiracy. 

The trial is now set for 
Sept. 9 and is expected to last 
three to four months. Should 
an impeachment trial in the 
Senate be scheduled for that 
month, Sirica said he may 
start picking a •jury on Sept. 3 
so that it could be sequestered 
in time. 

Defense lawyers, however, 
said they would fight any ef-
fort to go ahead with the court 
trialif the President is stand-
ing trial at the same time in deman's and Ehrlich- the Senate. 


