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Nixon's crucial 40 minutes 
By Robert S. Boyd 
Knight News Service 

WASHINGTON — The sur-
vival of Richard Nixon's 
presidency may depend on 
what Congress or a federal 
jury believes happened be-
tween 11:15 and 11:55 a.m. 
on Wednesday, March 21, 
1973. 

During that 40 minutes, 
three men met in the Oval 
Office of the White House -
the President, his chief of 
staff, H.R. Haldeman, and 
his counsel, John W. Dean. 

By the testimony of all 
three of them, they spent 
part of that time discussing 
the demand of chief Water-
gate burglar E. Howard 
Hunt for $120,000 in hush-
money. 

If he didn't get the money, 
Hunt had threatened to tell 
about "the seamy things" he 
had done for the White 
House. 

The President has repeat-
edly denied that he ap-
proved the payment o f  
hush-money to Hunt or any-
one else, but that very eve-
n i n g, arrangements were 
made by his aides to deliver 
$75,000 in cash to Hunt's 
lawyer, William 0. Bittman. 

Of the three men in the 
Oval Office on March 21, 
only the President has not 
been charged with criminal 
wrongdoing. 

But the indictment issued 
by the Watergate grand jury 
Friday puts Nixon directly 
in the sequence of events 
that led to the payoff. 

The indictment lists 45 
"overt acts" which t he 
grand jury said were com-
mitted as part of the con-
spiracy to cover up the bur-
glary. 

Overt Act No. 38 was 
unt's request for $120,000, 

which he made on March 16 
to Paul O'Brien, an attorney 
for the Committee for the 
Re-Election of the President. 

Overt Act No. 39 took 
place on March 19, when 
presidential aide John Ehr-
lichman told Dean to tell 
John Mitchell, former chair-
man of the Re-Election com-
mittee, about Hunt's de-
mand. 

Overt Act No. 40 was the 
meeting on March 21. The 
indictment says that from 
11:15 to approximately noon, 
Haldeman and Dean "at-
tended a meeting at the 
White House, in the District 
of Columbia, at which time 
there was a discussion about 
the fact that E. Howard 
Hunt Jr. had asked for ap-
proximately $120,000." 

The indictment does not 
mention • that Nixon w a s 
there, but Haldeman testi-
fied before the Senate Wat- 

ergate Committee last sum-
mer that "I was in a meet-
ing with the President from 
11:15 to 11:55 on the morn-
ing of March 21." 

That meeting followed an 
earlier, hour-long session be-
tween Nixon and Dean. The 
Watergate grand jury has a 
tape recording of the entire 
conversation, from 10:12 to 
11:55 a.m. 

Nixon and Haldeman have 
acknowledged that the pay-
ment of hush money up to a 
million dollars w a s dis-
cussed with Dean that day, 
but they both said Nixon told 
Dean "it would be wrong." 

The indictment specifical-
ly charged that Haldeman 
lied when he quoted the 
President a s saying "it 
would be wrong." 

Furthermore, the remain-
ing overt acts alleged in the 
indictment make it clear 
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that, no matter what Nixon 
said, the payoff to Hunt 
went ahead. 

Overt Act No. 41 charged 
that at 12:30 p.m. on March 
21, barely a half hour after  

leaving Nixon 's office, 
Haldeman talked on the tele-

phone with Mitchell. 

Overt Act No.42 said that 
Mitchell, early that after-
noon, phoned another re- 

election official, Fred C. La-
Rue, and authorized him to 
pay $75,000 "to and for the 
benefit of E. Howard Hunt., 
Jr." 

Overt Act No. 44 said that 

on the next day, March 22 
Ehrlichman, Ha ldema 
Mitchell and Dean met and. 
Mitchell assured Ehrlich-
man that Hunt "was not a 
problem nay longer." 


