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M
itch

ell, S
ta n

s T
rial R

ecessed
 F

o
r W

eeken
d

 

 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 (A

P
) —

 A
 de-

fense m
istrial m

otion brought 
an

 ab
ru

p
t recess F

rid
ay

 in
 th

e 
crim

inal conspiracy trial of for-
m

er A
tty

. G
en

. Jo
h
n
 M

itch
ell 

and one-tim
e C

om
m

erce S
ecre-

tary M
aurice S

tans. 
U

.S
. D

istrict C
ourt Judge L

ee 
G

ag
liard

i said
 h

e w
an

ted
 to

 
sp

en
d
 th

e w
eek

en
d
 in

 "ap
p
ro

-
p
riate co

n
sid

eratio
n
 an

d
 m

a-
tu

re co
n
tem

p
latio

n
" o

f a d
is-

p
u
ted

 p
arag

rap
h
 in

 th
e p

ro
se-

cutor's opening statem
ent. 

A
sst. U

.S
. A

tty. Jam
es R

ay-
h
ill o

p
en

ed
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t's 
case F

riday m
orning by claim

-
ing that M

itchell and S
tans en-

te
re

d
 in

to
 a

n
 u

n
d
e
rc

o
v
e
r 

schem
e w

ith financial w
heeler-

d
ealer R

o
b
ert V

esco
 "to

 sell 
political influence for $200,000 
in

 cash
." 

A
t one point he told the jury 

of eight m
en and four w

om
en 

to "consider how
 essential it is 

th
at a ju

ry
 b

e g
iv

en
 tru

th
fu

l 
testim

ony under oath." A
s they 

listen
ed

, h
e su

g
g
ested

, th
ey

 
should, put them

selves "in the 
p
lace o

f th
e g

ran
d
 ju

ro
rs w

h
o
 

investigated this case..." 
"I object," interjected S

tans' 
law

yer, W
alter B

onner, jum
p-

in
g
 to

 h
is feet. "S

u
stain

ed
," 

said
 G

ag
liard

i, after w
h
ich

 
R

ayhill continued. 
A

fter th
e ju

ry
 w

as sen
t to

 
lunch, B

onner m
oved for a m

is-
trial, say

in
g
 R

ay
h
ill's su

g
g
es-

tion that the jury "should draw
 

a n
atu

ral in
feren

ce" fro
m

 th
e 

in
d
ictm

en
t "th

at th
ese m

en
 

w
ere guilty" w

as outrageous. 
"I a

m
 g

ra
v
e
ly

 c
o
n
c
e
rn

e
d
 

about the apparent excesses of 
the prosecutor," said G

agliardi. 
H

e gave the U
.S

. attorney's of-
fice ab

o
u
t fo

u
r h

o
u
rs to

 cite 
an

y
 leg

al au
th

o
rity

 it m
ig

h
t  

have to prevent a m
istrial. T

he 
defense w

ill have until 7 p.m
. 

E
D

T
 S

aturday to respond. 
L

ater, w
ith

 th
e ju

ry
 in

 th
e 

room
, G

agliardi told the panel, 
"Y

o
u
 are th

e first m
en

 an
d
 

w
o
m

e
n
 to

 c
o
n
sid

e
r th

e
 in

-
n
o
cen

ce o
r g

u
ilt o

f th
ese d

e-
fendants." 

R
aisin

g
 h

is v
o
ice to

 a n
ear 

shout, he continued. 
"A

 g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 p

ro
ceed

in
g
 is 

in
 n

o
 sen

se a trial. T
h
is is th

e 
trial. Y

o
u
 an

d
 y

o
u
 alo

n
e are 

the judges of the facts." 
H

e th
en

 d
ism

issed
 th

e ju
ry

 
until 10 a.m

. M
onday. 

T
he jury w

as sequestered fol-
low

ing its selection T
hursday, 

an
d
 th

u
s w

as u
n
aw

are o
f F

ri-
day's indictm

ents in W
ashing-

ton of M
itchell, form

er N
ixon 

aides H
. R

. H
aldem

an and John 
E

hrlichm
an and four other m

en 
o
n
 ch

arg
es o

f co
n
sp

irin
g
 to

 
block the W

atergate investiga-
tion. 

T
h
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t claim
ed

 in
 

th
e earlier in

d
ictm

en
t th

at led
 

to
 th

e
 p

re
se

n
t tria

l th
a
t th

e
 

$200,000 V
esco paym

ent w
as an 

illicitly
 secret co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 
P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's re-electio

n
 

cam
paign. 

In
 re

tu
rn

, th
e
 in

d
ic

tm
e
n
t 

charged, the tw
o form

er C
abi-

net officers w
ere to exert their 

influence to im
pede a S

ecurities 
and E

xchange C
om

m
ission in-

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 in

to
 th

e
 in

te
r-

n
atio

n
al fin

an
cier's m

u
ltim

il-
lion dollar corporate em

pire. 
M

itc
h
e
ll a

n
d
 S

ta
n
s a

re
 

charged w
ith conpiracy and ob- 

struction of justice and perjury. 
T

he contribution, the govern-
m

en
t said

, w
as m

ad
e secretly

 
three days after a new

 law
 took 

effect requiring that cam
paign 

contributions above $100 be re-
ported to the G

A
O

 —
 G

eneral 
A

ccounting O
ffice. 

R
ay

h
ill said

 th
e d

efen
d
an

ts' 
concealm

ent of V
esco's contri-

bution evoked uneasiness in the 
W

hite H
ouse itself, on the part 

o
f Jo

h
n
 W

. D
ean

 III, at th
e 

tim
e P

resident N
ixon's counsel. 

D
ean w

as quoted by the prose-
cu

to
r as ex

p
ressin

g
 co

n
cern

 
ab

o
u
t th

e p
u
b
lic reactio

n
 if 

V
esco

's g
ift to

 th
e cam

p
aig

n
 

becam
e know

n. 
D

ean
 is a co

-co
n
sp

irato
r in

 
the V

esco case and is expected 
to testify as a star governm

ent 
w

itness. H
e w

as fired from
 the 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se after h

is p
art in

 
the W

atergate scandals w
as re-

vealed. 
V

esco w
as a co-defendant in 

the M
itchell-S

tans indictm
ent  

as w
as H

arry
 S

ears, a p
ro

m
i-

nent N
ew

 Jersey R
epublican. 

H
o
w

ev
er, V

esco
 fled

 th
e 

country and governm
ent efforts 

to force his return failed. S
ears 

originally w
as granted a sepa-

rate trial. R
ay

h
ill rev

ealed
, 

h
o
w

ev
er, th

at S
ears h

as b
een

 
prom

ised im
m

unity from
 prose-

cu
tio

n
 in

 retu
rn

 fo
r h

is testi-
m

o
n
y
 in

 th
e cu

rren
t trial as a 

governm
ent w

itness to his role 
as g

o
-b

etw
een

 in
 th

e u
n
su

p
-

ported conspiracy. 
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MITCHELL DECLINES COMMENT ON NEW INDICTMENT — Former U.S. Attorney General John N. Mitchell, left, tells newsmen he will not discuss the Watergate coverup indictment returned against him in Washington. Mitchell's statement came after he was engulfed by newsmen as he left the U.S. Court House in Foley 

Square, New York City, Friday, where he and former Commerce Sec. Maurice Stans are on trial on conspiracy charges. Mitchell said of the Washington indictment that all persons involved had been directed by the court not to discuss it. "That's just what I'm doing," he said. (AP Wirephoto) 


