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The Senate Watergate corn- lating the law," the transcript 
said. mittee has obtained the name 

of the former federal tax offi-
cial alleged to have furnished 
the White House with tax data 
on itg friends and enemies. 

John Caulfield, President 
Nixon's former law enforce-
ment adviser, named Vernon 
D. (Mike) Acree, now tErthS. 
ccMnussioner If customs, as 
his primary IRS contact. 

In two interviews, Acree 
vigorously denied that allega-
tion, saying he had done noth-
ing "venal or illegal," that he 
could not be considered Caul-
field's prime contact and that 
the information supplied was 
similar to that given other ad-
ministrations over the last 20 
years. 

He described some of Caul-
field's testimony as grossly 
distorted. 

In executive-session testi-
mony taken March 23, Caul-
field said he was referring to 
Acree, until recently the as-
sistant IRS commissioner for 
inspections, when he spoke of 
"our capability. at IRS. 

"By that I mean the capabil-
ity of conferring with Mr. 
Acree with a view towards 
seeing whether or not an IRS 
audit might be accomplished 
in a legal method without vio- 

Acree said he did have *at 
he described as a casual, busi-
ness relationship with Caul-
field during a seven-month pe-
riod of 1971 and had been 
aware of White House interest 
in the tax problems of movie 
star John Wayne. 

And he said it would not be 
possible to initiate an audit 
for the White House because 
normal IRS procedure could 
not be bypassed. 

Excerpts from the transcript 
of Caulfield's testimony was 
provided by a source close to 
the Watergate committee, who 
said the allegations are under 
investigation by Watergate 
Special Prosecutor Leon Ja-
worski. 

Caulfield was questioned 
about Nixon administration 
documents made public Mon-
day by Sen. Lowell P. Weicker 
(R-Conn.), which indicated 
great White House interest in 
the tax problems of Wayne 
and evangelist Billy Graham 
as well as newsmen and critics 
of Nixon policies. 

Last summer, former presi-
dential counsel John W. Dean 
III testified the White House 
tried actively to use the IRS 
to harass and intimidate the 
administration's political ene-
mies. 


