
Huftt Linked to Dita Beard Challenge 
By Bob Woodward 
and Carl Bernstein 

Washington Post Staff Writers 
Charles W. Colson, special 

counsel to President- Nixon, 
sent Watergate bugging figure 
E. Howard Hunt Jr. to Denver 
last March to interview Inter-
national Telephone and Tele-
graph Corp. lobbyist Dita 
Beard, according to Colson's 
own sworn testimony. 

Sources close to the Water-
gate investigation said that 
Colson's testimony was given 
in a secret deposition to fed- 

eral investigators during the 
Watergate probe last year. 

At the time of the Denver 
trip, Hunt was working as a 
White House consultant, a pos-
ition for which he had been 
hired on Colson's recommen-
dation. At another time, Col-
son, in sworn public testi-
mony, said that Hunt was not 
working for him at that time. 

The ,federal investigators 
did not ask Colson the pur-
pose of the, interview. Other 
Republican sources said that it 
was to obtain information to 
challenge or discredit Mrs. 

Beard's controversial memo 
that alleged that there was a 
direct connection between the 
settlement of antitrust cases 
by the Justice Department 
and ITT's offer to help bring 
the 1972 GOP convention to 
San. Diego. 

Hunt traveled to Denver un-
der the assumed name of Ed-
ward Hamilton, an alias he 
used during the Watergate 
conspiracy, the federal sources 
said. 

Republican sources said that 
Hunt wore an inexpensive wig 
during the interview with Mrs. 

Beard early in the week of 
March 19. A similar wig of 
dark brown or reddish color 
was found in one of the two 
rooms rented by the Water-
gate conspirators at the 
Watergate Hotel before the 
June 17 break-in. 

In a telephone interview yes-
terday, Robert D. Beard, 24, the 
son of Mrs. Beard, said that a 
"mysterious" m a n wearing a 
cheap wig and make-up visited 
his mother last March to dis-
cuss the ITT controversy. At the 
time Mrs. Beard was at the 
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Rocky Mountain Osteopathic 
Hospital in Denver being treat-
ed for a heart ailment. 

"From pictures I've seen, the 
visitor could have been Howard 
Hunt," Bear d said. "But I 
couldn't tell. The man refused 
to identify himself. He seemed 
to have inside information about 
what would happen next . . . 
but it was of relatively little 
value to us." 

Beard described the visitor as 
"very eeries, he did have a red 
wig on cockeyed like he put 
it on in a dark car. I couldn't 
have identified my brother if he 
was dressed like that." 

A two-week investigation 
by The Washington Post 
shows ' that Hunt's trip was 
part of an effort by Colson to 
discredit the Dita Beard 
memo. The work by Hunt and 
Colson led at least in part to 
Mrs. Beard's statement issued 
March 17, charging that the 
memo was a "forgery" and "a 
hoax." 

That statement, issued si-
multaneously by David W. 
Fleming, Mrs. Beard's lawyer, 
and Senate Republican Leader 
Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania, 
came as a total surprise since 
it was the first time in a three-
week-old controversy that 
Mrs. Beard's authorship of the 
memo had been directly de-
nied. 

The alleged memo was re-
ported by syndicated colum-
nist Jack Anderson more than 
two weeks before the denial.  

it linked the antitrust settle-
ment to ITT's offer of a $400,-
000 "guarantee" to help sup-
port last year's Republican Na-
tional Convention. 

From federal and Republi-
can sources, the following se-
quence of events has been 
pieced together: 

As the ITT controversy blos-
somed in March, 1972, the 
Washington office of ITT 
hired Intertel, a private inves-
tigations firm, to check into 
Mrs. Beard's background and 
the authenticity of the contro-
versial memo. 

Intertel, working with only 
a copy of the memo, was able 
to establish that it was proba-
bly prepared on a typewriter 
in Mrs. Beard's office, but that 
it would be difficult, if not im-
possible,to conclusively estab-
lish whether it was genuine or 
a forgery. 

Bernard Goodrich, a spokes-
man for the ITT office, ac-
knowledged last week that the 
Intertel investigation was in-
conclusive. "At no time did 
they give us a report to show 
it was forgery," Goodrich said. 

Intertel, regarded one of the 
best private investigative 
firms, also does work for bil-
lionaire Howard Hughes and 
corporations in his financial 
empire. 

The Hughes interests are 
represented in Washington by 

Robert R. Mullen & Co., a 
public relations firm where 
Hunt was employed as a 
writer. Robert F. Bennett, 
president of the Mullen firm, 
learned from his contacts in 
the Hughes empire that Inter-
thl was probing the Dita 
Beard memo. 

According to one account, 
Bennett was told that Intertel 
had determined the memo was 
a forgery and that somehow 
word should be passed to the 
White House. 

By another account, Bennett 
was told that Intertel's find-
ings were inconclusive, mean-
ing that the way was clear for 
someone to come forward and 
label the memo a forgery. 

In any case, Bennett then 
told Hunt that the nature of 
the Intertel findings, whatever 
they were, should be passed to 
Colson. 

During this period, the 
White House was growing in-
creasingly concerned about 
the impact of the ITT allega-
tions, and had launched a ma-
jor effort to discredit colum-
nist Jack Anderson and the 
memo. 

At this point, Colson or-
dered Hunt to Denver to inter-
view Mrs. Beard. "Colson 
didn't want anything to back-
fire, one Republican source 
said. 



Meanwhile, Bennett was act-ing as a go-between between 
Colson and Fleming, Dita 
Beard's attorney, to arrange for the release of Mrs. Beard's March 17 statement calling the memo a "forgery." 

Colson wanted to avoid any direct contact between the White House and Mrs. Beard or her representative as the controversy became more po-litically sensitive. One Repub-lican source said that it was Colson who got Sen. Scott to 
read Mrs. Beard's statement on the Senate fl000r. 

Fleming said in several re-cent telephone interviews that Colson and Hunt were not in-volved in issuing the state-ment. He did, however, ac-knowledge that he talked with Bennett about the matter. Bennett said last week that he would have no commen on the subject. 
Mrs. Beard's March 17 state-ment said: "I did not prepare it (the memo) and could not have.". Without giving a rea-son for her assertion, Mrs. Beard continued: "I have done nothing to be ashamed of and my family and I— and in a greater sense the whole Amer-ican government—are the vic-tims of a cruel fraud." 

Columnist Anderson testified before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee that Mrs. Beard confirmed the authenticity of the memo line-by-line with him during a Feb. 24 interview! at her home. 


