Risks of air travel
neglected by FAA

By Vance Hartke

YOU ARE quite litcrll!y takhg your
life into your hands every' time.you
hoard a passenger airlifer—and paying
for the somewhat dubious privilege.

There i3 no doubt that the aviation
industry must shoulder some of the
blame for the tremendous and terrify-
ing lack of aviation safety, sjnce it is
the industry which balks at any pro-

nosed safely measure that would be an
inconvenience or cut into its profits.

Howeer, T believe the lion’s share of

nditions which “exist
ﬁmvf by the Federal
FAATL, & gov-
”1“1

SI faet, as the reeord
shows, i t the ‘AX has not efte(-

certain that FAA officigls have. not

‘even tried to do so.

Some: Capitol Hill newsmen say I

i have “declared war” on the FAA. That

is not 56.'I am mersty doiag my job as
# United States senator and a member
of the Senate aviation subcommittee by
investigating reports of gross neglect
by the FPAA in me area of aviation
safety, .

As my study proceeds, I am learning
some frightening things, most of which

are not genenlly known by the flying _

public For example:

® Contrary to FAA regulations, com-
mercial sirliners loaded with paying
passengers often carry vast quantities

©of extremely dangerous cargo. I am

f*rmg now to acidz, other chemi-
31 3get é' materials,
Bl 'hat the FAA in
, since acei-
¢ents have been reported. During re-
cent months, one Ioad of chemicals ex-
P nile the aircraft was on ths
Fia Mmp«mc\nh minutes befora it
segan taking on passengers.
® Despite the largs number of alr
iragedies that have been attributed of-
ficially to carelessness or lack of skill
on the part of private pleasure pilots,
FAA regulations still permit students tg
obtain their pilots’ licenses with a minks
mum of 35 hours’ flight training,

There now sre some 750,000 licensed

private pilots in the U. S., and a signif:
ieant pe'-wn*mm of them have been

licensed after only the minimum tram-s

ing period.

e ’1’%19 F‘M controlied system of en-
7 that wiletengrticularly those in

“* # cwi-are physically and
psychologically fit is a disgracs.

Some FAA-appointed Aviation Madi-
cal Examiners, private physicians whe
are paid by the pilots they examine,
are running certification mills. Coms
mercial pilots must be examined at
least onee & year to stay in the sir.

One doctor, according to FAA rec
ords, examined a total of 3,000 pﬂota
during 1971. I cannot believe those ex-
aminations were very thoro. Another 28

examiners certified an aggregate total
of 18,000 pilots during the same year. -

So what have we got? We have re-
poried incidents of passenger aircraft
pilots dying at the controls, the passen-
rers being brought in safely by the

rAriiaé
COPLGE.

'%6 & chartered aircraft erashed

wrdmere, Okla., killing 88 persons.
‘e National ‘Iumportaim Safety
Board [NTSB1, which iavestigates all
air disasters, attnbuted'the crash to
the death of the pxlot by beart attack.

safety experts :3‘been ignor:

Often, when a charter flight crashes,
the cause is listed as pilot error—with
contributory factors such as the air-
craft being overloaded by several thou-
sand pounds, or the pilot not having
flown for several years. This is not my
opinion; this is a matter of record at
‘the NTSB.

' ® Passengers on commercial airlin-
ers have survived crashes. Gthers,
when the erash was followed by ﬁra,
have been labeled death due to smoke
poisoning. The fact is that many of
those may have died of poison gaSw
cyanide gas ifically.

This was poxsnfe out by the Cook
County coroner's office recently sfier
autopsies were performed on §4 victims
of two crashes in which other passep-

ers survived.

According to the autopsy reports, at
least seven passengers, and possibly 10,

he died could have lived. They died of

yamde gas poisoning.

The Air Line Pilots’ Association tells
us that cyanide poisoning is not looked
for during autopsies of victims unless
specifically requested and such re-
quests have been rare. We cannot
know, then, how many “smoke vic-
tims” were actually gassed to death.

Is the FAA-aware that some materi-
als in the interiors of passenger air-
craft emit poison gases when subjected
to heat and flame? You bet it is’

In 1968, the National Bureau of
Standards conducted laberstosy test: of
various materials and submitted it
findings regarding cyanide gas and oth-
er poisons—at the request of the FAA.

With that report in its hands for
nearly four years, the FAA still has
taken no “action to eliminste the da&s
gerous materials.

Philip 1. Ryther, a FAA safety expert
for some 15 years, headed a study
group which was extremely critical of
air safety and submitted a report fe
that effect in early 1970. When he
pressed for action on the group’s ree
omme nded improvements, he was
hounded into early retirement.

Ryther has told my investigators that
of the more than 5,000 air {atalities in
the last three years, ‘“‘more than half”
could still be alive if those recommes
datiens had been adopted by the FAA.



BUT WHETHER ws are _
apout 2,500 people, or 25 people, they
Americans who have lost #heir
5. And 1 gecuse the FAA of respon-
v for those deaths. z
- now am seeking a full-scale investi-
alion intp this situation by the Senate
erce Committee’s subcommittes
iation, an independent probe into
=4 operations and activities by the
ral Aceounting Office.
If the facts warrant such actions, I
Ul seek & complete reorganization of
Federal Aviation. Administration-—




