
C
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K

 A
ides to D

iem
 D

eath 
B

y
 L

au
ren

ce S
teri/ 24.17 5

T
he issue of S

ecret cables 
and M

arilyn B
erger 	

of instruction :F
rom

 W
ash. 

W
ashington P

ost S
tan W

riters 
A

 fo
rm

er C
en

tral In
telli-

g
en

ce A
g
en

cy
 o

p
erativ

e in
 

V
ietn

am
 said

 y
esterd

ay
 h

e 
saw

 a copy of w
hat w

as al-
leg

ed
 to

 b
e a cab

le lin
k
in

g
 

top K
ennedy adm

inistration 
officials to the assassination 
of S

outh V
ietnam

ese P
resi-

dent N
og D

inh D
iem

. 
T

h
e fo

rm
er ag

en
t, L

o
u
is 

C
onine, said he w

as show
n 

th
e co

p
y
 b

y
 W

illiam
 L

am
-

b
ert, fo

rm
er in

v
estig

ativ
e 

reporter for T
im

e m
agazine, 

last D
ecem

ber. 
"T

h
e th

ru
st o

f th
e cab

le 
w

as a stro
n
g
 reco

m
m

en
d
a- 

tio
n
 th

at th
e ju

n
ta (o

f an
ti-

D
iem

 g
en

erals in
 S

aig
o
n
) 

w
ould be better off w

ithout • 
th

e p
resen

ce o
f D

iem
 an

d
 

N
hu alive," C

onine recalled. 
N

h
u
 w

as D
iem

's b
ro

th
er, 

gngo D
inh N

hu. 
C

o
n
in

e, w
h
o
 w

as d
eep

ly
 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 last-m
in

u
te ef- 

forts to spirit D
iem

 and N
hu 

out of S
outh V

ietnam
 to po-

litical asylum
 in N

ovem
ber, 

1963, said he had never seen 
such a cable during his offi-
ci 
tenure in V

ietnam
. 

"W
hen I read the copy of 

th
e cab

le I w
as sh

o
ck

ed
," 

C
o
n
in

e recalled
. "I h

av
e 

n
ev

er seen
 a cab

le so
 ex

-
plicit. Y

ou don't say things 
lik

e th
at. B

u
t I assu

m
ed

 at 
th

e tim
e it w

as real. T
h
e 

w
ording w

as beautiful." 

ington on the D
iem

-N
hu as-

sassination w
as injected into 

th
e W

aterg
ate case y

ester-
day. S

ources ,close to the in-
vestigation said that form

er 
actin

g
 F

B
I D

irecto
r L

. P
at-

rick G
ray III destroyed doc-

u
m

en
ts w

h
ich

 im
p
licated

 
th

e late P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 

in
 fh

e assassin
atio

n
s at th

e 
d
ire

c
tio

n
 o

f p
re

sid
e
n
tia

l 
aid

es Jo
h
n
 D

. E
h
rlich

m
an

 
and John W

. D
ean III. 

Investigative sources said 
th

e cab
les w

ere fab
ricated

 
by W

atergate conspirator E
. 

H
o
w

ard
 H

u
n
t Jr., a fo

rm
er 

C
IA

 agent. 
T

here w
as no evidence that 

th
e d

o
cu

m
en

t in
. L

am
b
ert's 

p
o
ssessio

n
 cam

e fro
m

 th
e 

H
u
n
t file. 

G
en. M

axw
ell T

aylor, w
ho 

w
as chief m

ilitary adviser to 
P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 at th

e 
tim

e o
f th

e assassin
atio

n
s, 

said
 y

esterd
ay

 th
at h

e, to
o
, 

w
as show

n a copy of the ca-
ble by L

am
bert. H

e said he 
could not specifically recall 
the contents but w

as certain 
that he had never seen such 
instructions in the course of 
his official duties. 

L
am

bert, w
ho is now

 w
rit-

ing a book and is on special 
a
ssig

n
m

e
n
t fo

r th
e
 N

e
w

 
Y

ork T
im

es, said the source 
o
f h

is m
a
te

ria
l w

a
s n

o
t 

H
u
n
t. "W

h
eth

er th
e sam

e 
m

aterial m
ight have been in 

H
u
n
t's h

a
n
d
s is a

n
o
th

e
r  

question. I suspect it m
ight-

have been," he said. 
T

he form
er T

im
e reporter 

sa
id

 th
a
t h

e
 a

n
d
 C

o
n
in

e
 

w
ere w

ell-acq
u
ain

ted
 w

ith
 

H
u
n
t. "I am

 n
o
t co

n
cern

ed
 

th
a
t th

is d
o
c
u
m

e
n
t w

a
s 

fo
rg

ed
 o

r o
th

erw
ise sp

u
ri-

o
u
s," said

 L
am

b
ert. "N

o
 

other reporter to m
y know

l-
edge has seen the cable." 

L
a
m

b
e
rt d

e
c
lin

e
d
 o

n
 

grounds of confidentiality to 
d
isclo

se th
e so

u
rce o

f th
e 

m
aterial. 
C

o
n
in

e said
 th

e co
p
y
 o

f 
th

e cab
le h

e saw
 b

o
re th

e 
n
am

es o
f p

ro
m

in
en

t K
en

-
n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 o

ffi-
cials. H

e acknow
ledged that 

his m
em

ory of the nam
es on 

th
e co

p
y
 o

f th
e cab

le m
ay

 
n
o
t b

e p
recise—

h
e saw

 it 
four m

onths ago—
but he re-

called those of form
er S

ec-
retary

 o
f S

tate D
ean

 R
u
sk

 
an

d
 n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 ad

-
v
iser M

cG
eo

rg
e B

u
n
d
y
 as 

b
e
in

g
 a

m
o
n
g
 th

e
 n

a
m

e
s 

listed. 
T

h
e fo

rm
er C

IA
 o

p
era-

tive, w
hose cloak-and-dagger 

exploits in Indochina dating 
back to W

orld W
ar II w

ere 
legendary, said he could see 
no rationale for a W

ashing-
ton directive or even a sug-
gestion that D

iem
 be killed. 

D
issident V

ietnam
ese gen-

erals led
 b

y
 G

en
. D

u
o
n
g
 

V
an M

inh had already estab-
lish

ed
 a su

ccessfu
l co

u
p
 

ag
ain

st D
iem

 an
d
 C

o
n
in

e 
w

as try
in

g
 to

 arran
g
e air  

tran
sp

o
rtatio

n
 fo

r th
e d

e-
posed president's evacuation 
to

 p
o
litical ex

ile w
h
en

 th
e 

brothers w
ere shot on their 

w
ay to captivity, C

onine rel-
ated. 

"I needed a 24-hour period 
to get an aircraft w

ith a suf-
ficien

t ran
ee to

 g
et D

iem
 

and N
hu out of the region," 

h
e said

. "T
h
ere w

as n
ev

er 
an

y
 q

u
estio

n
 o

f th
e ju

n
ta 

getting rid of D
iem

 or N
hu. 

T
h
ere w

as n
o
th

in
g
 o

n
 th

e 
official U

.S
. side to that ef-

fect. T
hat I can sw

ear to." 
T

h
e circu

m
stan

ces o
f th

e 
D

iem
 and N

hu assassinations 
h
as lo

n
g
 b

een
 a m

atter o
f 

sp
ecu

latio
n
 w

ith
in

 th
e g

o
v
-

ernm
ent. P

resident Johnson, 
in a conversation w

ith new
s-

m
en, once said: "O

n instruc-
tions of ours w

e assassinated 
D

iem
 an

d
 th

en
, b

y
 G

o
d
, I 

w
alk

ed
 in

to
 it." 

C
onine's statem

ent w
as the 

first public allusion to a spe-
cific d

o
cu

m
en

t ten
d
in

g
 to

 
im

p
licate th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 ad

-
m

in
istratio

n
 in

 th
e D

iem
-

N
hu assassinations. T

he P
en-

tag
o
n
 P

ap
ers asserted

 th
at 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 w

 a s 
d
eep

ly
 sh

ak
en

 b
y
 th

e k
ill-

ings. 
W

aterg
ate in

v
estig

ativ
e 

so
u
rces said

 fo
rm

er actin
g
 

F
B

I D
irector G

ray w
as told 

b
y
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 an
d
 D

ean
 

th
at d

o
cu

m
en

ts tak
en

 fro
m

 
H

u
n
t's E

x
ecu

tiv
e O

ff ice 
B

uilding safe, including fab-
ricated

 cab
les o

n
 th

e assas-
sin

atio
n
s, w

ere "p
o
litical  

dynam
ite" and should be de-

stroyed. 
T

he only adm
inistration of-

ficials w
ho could have seen 

th
e m

aterial b
efo

re its d
e-

stru
ctio

n
, as far as can

 b
e 

d
eterm

in
ed

, w
ere E

h
rlich

-
m

an, D
ean, and G

ray. 
H

enry C
abot L

odge, U
.S

. 
am

b
assad

o
r to

 S
o
u
th

 V
iet-

n
am

 at th
e tim

e o
f th

e as-
sassin

atio
n
s, said

 categ
o
ri-

cally yesterday there w
as no 

instruction of any sort from
 

W
ashington concerning the 

assassin
atio

n
. "I can

 state 
ab

so
lu

tely
 th

at n
o
b
o
d
y
 in

 
th

e U
.S

. g
o
v
ern

m
en

t ev
er 

dream
ed of the possibility of 

th
e assassin

atio
n
 o

f D
iem

. 
N

obody expected it." 
W

alt W
. R

ostow
, w

ho be-
cam

e P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
so

n
's 

n
atio

n
al secu

rity
 ad

v
iser, 

also
 said

 h
e n

ev
er saw

 n
o
r 

h
eard

 o
f an

y
 su

ch
 traffic. 

H
e stressed

 th
at th

e o
n
ly

 
historical evidence w

as that 
the K

ennedy adm
inistration 

w
as in

stru
m

en
tal in

 th
e p

o
-

litical dow
nfall of D

iem
, not 

his death. 
A

 n
u
m

b
er o

f fo
rm

er ad
-

m
inistration officials in key 

in
tellig

en
ce p

o
sitio

n
s said

 
that w

hile it m
ight be possi-

ble to fabricate cables, such 
as th

e o
n
e sh

o
w

n
 C

o
n
in

e 
an

d
 T

ay
lo

r, th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e 

sp
eed

 i'1
 y

 d
etected

. T
h
ese 

docum
ents are serially num

-
b
e
re

d
 a

n
d
 a

 b
o
g
u
s c

a
b
le

 
could be id.ntified easily. 


