Hunt Denies Demand
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Watergate burglar E. How-
ard Hunt Jr. insisted yester-

day that he was just trying to
collect some “long’ overdue
bills” from the White House
last year when he demanded
more than $100,000 before go-
ing off to prison.

Testifying under cross-exam-
snation at the Watergate
cover-up trial,Hunt primly de-
nied that this could be called
“hlackmail” even if he had
threatened to start talking
about his “seamy” work as a
{White House spy. o

“What did you consiaer it?
Investment planning?” de-
manded Willlam G. Hundley,
the chief defense lawyer for
former Attorney General John
N. Mitchell.

“I was being as forceful as I

ycould, attempting to collect
long overdue bills,” Hunt re-
plied. “I was acting in the tra-
dition of a bill collector, try-
ing to get others who had
made a prior contract to live
up to it.”
t His voice dripping with sar-
casm, Hundley tried again.
J“How about extortion?” he
asked.

“No sir,” Hunt maintained.
i #T've consulted counsel on this

and my understanding is that
it constitutes neither extortion
nor blackmail.”

The 56-year-old former CIA
agent said he couldn’t recall

Watergate scandal than those
he admitted under questioning
by Watergate prosecutors ear-
lier this week. He readily con-
ceded that he couldn’t say as
much for his new book, which
was not written under oath.

It is scheduled for publica-
tion next month by G. P. Put-
nam & Sons under the title of
“Undercover: Memoirs of an
American Secret Agent.” Even
Hunt gave it a bad review,

statements.

Hunt said he wrote the book
earlier this year before the
“rude awakening” that he got
when President Nixon pub-
lished edited versions of mary
of his Watergate tapes, replete

defendants as “idiots” and
“jackasses.” )
The book’s errors, as ex-

plained by the author befox:e
he stepped down from the wit-
ness stand, included several
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“any more perjuries” about the -

saying it was laced with false *

with references to the original .
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crucial points that cover-up
defendants John D. Ehrlich-
man and Kenneth Wells Par-
kinson had been counting on
as part of their defense.

Hunt had written, for exam-
ple, that Watergate spy leader
G. Gordon Liddy had told him
to “get out of town” around
11:30 am. on June 19, 1972,
two days after the Watergate
bugging and break-in at Demo-

with the suggestion that he:
not stop until he got to Eu-|
rope, at a sidewalk rendezvous
outside the U.S. Information
Agency building around 4 p.m.
that day.

The new timing dovetailed
with, the charges of former
White House counsel John W. |
Dean III that it was Ehrlich-!
man who commanded Hunt’s|
disappearance at a Whitel
House meeting around thel
same time. Deand has said|

i
i

;Zlaratic National Committee that he promptly called Liddy |
headgquarters here. from a phone in Ehrlichman’s |
Yesterday, however, Hunt|office and told him to get thel

said he subsequently realized
that Liddy actually gave him
instruction,

the perplexing

message to Hunt as quickly as!
possible.
Ehrlichman’s lawyers have

contended that the order to, insisted that he and his late
Hunt was all Dean’s idea and!wife, Dorothy, had composed a |

uuuuuuuuu rosel a

that it had been conveyed, and | detailed, typewritten mems in
then countermanded, earlier| NOvember of 1972, outlining
in the day before tht meetings | his involvement in the Water-|

with hrlichman.

Hunt was firm about the
new timing. He said he origi-
nally thought he had met with
Liddy around noon because of

i gate break-in as well as that of"
{Mitchell, Dean and former
White House special counsel

Charles W. Colson.
Hunt said both he and his

the heavy pedestrain traffic wife had been upset abot}t.the
which made him think it was sluggish payments the original

‘the Iunch hour.

He said he subsequently be-
|came convinced “it was the

|early outbound rush” of gov-

lernment workers headed for
‘home.

The soft-spoken Hunt also

:with Parkinson. !

JWatergate defendants had
ibeen getting and wanted to
emphasize the need for more
money.

The confessed burglar had
said in his book that the
jmemo had never been written
jalthough he had planned %o
I “lay it on Parkinson,” a Nixon
re-election committee lawyer
i who allegedly served as a mid-
‘dleman in the hush money
payments.

Yesterday, however, Hunt
said the memo had been com-
posed and then delivered to
his lawyer, William O. Bitt-
man, who, in turn, later tofd
him that he had “read it” to
Parkinson. Hunt said Bittman |
told him “Parkinson said he!
would see wht he could do|
about it.” ;

In his testimony, Dean had|
said that Parkinson had sub- !
mitted a “laundry list” run-

i

. I

down of the .payments the|
Watergate defendants were i
expecting. ’

Hunt added yesterday thatf
$40,000 in cash was anony-|
mously delivered to him in|
Bittman’s office about two !
weeks after his lawyer hadi
told him of the conversation |

Parkinson’s lawyer, Jacob
Stein, repeatedly questioned



Hunt about his failure to,tutes in Project Genstone’s

make a copy of the memo and|b
the inability of Watergate |h

udget. Hunt said Liddy told
im that the use of call girls

prosecutors to track down the|to compromise compromisabie
original, Democrats in the 1972 presi-

Stein contended that Hunt| dential campaign was the idea
surely would have wanted to|of Jeb Stuart Magruder, dep-
keep a single copy so he uty director for the Nixon re-

would know “what was in thele
document if it ever came up
again,” but Hunt shrugged off

for “others” to have a similar

The most intensive cross-ex-

approved “Project Gemstone,” g
the political * espionage plan

lection effort.

Hunt said he objected to the
dea, largely on logistical

the question. grounds. The callgirls, he ex-

“I heped it would never plained, were supposed to
come up again,” Hunt said. “I| work out of a one-room house-
knew what the situation was.|boat during the Democratic
My wife knew what the situa-| convention at Miami Beach,
| : tion was.”| hut the houseboat was also ex-
All they Wanted, he said, was pected to serve as a listen-

ing post for wiretapped con-

appreciation. versations.

“You don’t use the same site

aminatioh came from Mit-|for two widely varying pur-
chell’s lawyers in an effort to|poses,” Hunt said with the air
undermine Hunt’s charges|of a covert agent who knew
that the former attorney gen-|better. “There wouldn’t have
eral was “the big man” wholbeen room for twe people to

____________ oeen

et in there.”
Magruder, who followed

that led to the Watergate, Hunt to the witness stand,
break-in. suggested that the call girls
Under questioning by Hund-| were Liddy’s idea, designed

‘ley, Hunt ackn»owlegiged that| to “compromise those in the
he never met or even talked|Democratic Party whom he
with Mitchell. He said G. Gor- thought it appropriate to com-

don Liddy was the “sole|p
source” of his knowledge
about the high-level dickering|

romise.” )
Now serving a 10-month-to-
our-year prison term for his

over  Project  Gemstone’s|part in the Watergate break-in

budget and of “the big boy’s a
involvement.”

nd the subsequent cover-up,
Magruder said the prosti-

“Did you ever get any misin-| tutes were dropped in Janu-

formation from Mr Liddy?”
Hundley demanded in tones
suggesting that Liddy was not
the most reliable informant.

ary of 1972 when Mitchell
told Liddy to cut back his
grandiose $1 million scheme.
Magruder, 39, said he kept

“I may have,” Hunt said. “I| the White House informed

car’t think of anything specifi-
cally.”

One of the side issues left
,unresolved as a result was the
"question of who put the prosti-

of Project Gemstone’s prog-
ress with regular reports to
Gordon Strachan, then dep-
uty to White House chief of
staff H. R. (Bob) Haldeman.




