
N
ixon planned clem

ency for H
unt 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 (A

P
) —

 F
o
rm

e
r 

P
resid

en
t R

ich
ard

 M
. N

ix
o
n
 p

lan
n
ed

 a 
p
u
b
lic

ity
 b

u
ild

u
p
 to

 p
a
v
e
 th

e
 w

a
y
 to

 
g
ran

t ex
ecu

tiv
e clem

en
cy

 to
 E

. H
o
w

ard
 

H
unt Jr. on the day H

unt w
ent on trial for 

th
e W

aterg
ate b

u
rg

lary
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 a 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se tap

e m
ad

e p
u
b
lic fo

r th
e 

first tim
e M

o
n
d
ay

. 
"H

u
n
t's is a sim

p
le case," N

ix
o
n
 to

ld
 

C
harles W

. C
olson, a special counsel w

ho 
h
a
d
 in

te
rc

e
d
e
d
 fo

r H
u
n
t, a

 c
o
lle

g
e
 

friend. 
"W

e'll build that son-of-a-bith up like 
n
o
b
o
d
y
's b

u
sin

ess," N
ix

o
n
 said

. "W
e'll 

h
av

e B
u
ck

ley
 w

rite a co
lu

m
n
 an

d
 say

, 
y
o
u
, th

a
t h

e
, th

a
t h

e
 sh

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 

I
clem

en
cy

, if y
o
u
'v

e g
iv

en
 1

8
 y

ears o
f 

serv
ices." 

T
h
e tap

es o
f th

at co
n
v
ersatio

n
 an

d
 

sev
eral o

th
ers w

ere p
lay

ed
 fo

r th
e ju

ry
 

M
onday at the W

atergate cover-up trial 
o
f fo

rm
e
r N

ix
o
n
 

lie
u
te

n
a
n
ts H

. R
. 

H
ald

em
an

, Jo
h
n
 D

. E
h
rlich

m
an

, John N
. 

M
itchell and reelection com

m
ittee aides 

R
o
b
ert C

. M
ard

ian
 an

d
 K

en
n
eth

 W
. 

P
arkinson. 
M

ore than tw
o m

onths after the Jan. 8, 
1
9
7
3
, c

o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n
 a

n
d
 re

p
e
a
te

d
ly

 
th

ereafter, N
ix

o
n
 d

en
ied

 th
at h

e h
ad

 
au

th
o
rized

 clem
en

cy
 to

 b
e o

ffered
 to

 
H

u
n
t o

r an
y
 o

th
er o

f th
e sev

en
m

an
 

b
u
rg

la
ry

 te
a
m

 b
e
c
a
u
se

, a
s h

e
 to

ld
  

form
er W

hite H
ouse counsel John D

ean, 
"It w

ould be w
rong." 

N
ixon's talk w

ith C
olson w

as later in 
the afternoon on Jan. 8, the first day of 
jury selection fon":75-T

rial of H
unt, G

. 
G

o
rd

o
n
 L

id
d
y
, Jam

es W
. M

cC
o
rd

 Jr., 
a
n
d
 fo

u
r o

th
e
rs

 c
h
a
rg

e
d
 in

 th
e
 

W
atergate break-in and bugging. 
T

h
ree d

ay
s later o

n
 Jan

. 1
1
, after th

e 
prosecution had outlined its case, H

unt 
p
lead

ed
 g

u
ilty

 to
 all six

 co
u
n
ts in

 th
e 

in
d
ictm

en
t ag

ain
st h

im
. H

e later w
as 

sentenced to 21/2. to 8 years in prison. 
T

h
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
 sh

o
w

ed
 th

at N
ix

o
n
 

w
anted to give H

unt clem
ency because 

of inform
ation involving the W

hite H
ouse  

th
at h

e m
ig

h
t rev

eal at th
e trial an

d
 

before investigating bodies. 

S
o
m

e
 tw

o
 m

o
n
th

s
 e

a
rlie

r, in
 

N
o
v
em

b
er 1

9
7
2
, H

u
n
t h

ad
 d

em
an

d
ed

 
m

o
n
e
y
 fro

m
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 a
n
d
 

threatened to tell of som
e of the "seam

y 
things" he had participated in, including 
th

e
 b

u
rg

la
ry

 o
f D

a
n
ie

l E
llsb

e
rg

's 
p
sy

ch
iatrist's o

ffice, fo
rg

in
g
 V

ietn
am

 
c
a
b
le

s
 to

 s
m

e
a
r th

e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 

adm
inistration, and spiriting IT

T
 figure 

D
ita B

eard out of the country. 


