Text,of Transcrlpt of Taped Conversat1on Between

Spectal to The '\few Yol?k Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 2—
Yollowing is the transcript,
made public today. at the

Senate Watergate committee
hearings, of taped conversa-
tion between Gen. Robert E.

Cushman and  E. Howard
Hunt Jr. regarding aid for a

mission from - the Central".

Intelligence Agency. Blanks
apparently indicate-
prehensible sections.

MR. HUNT: Could we make
this just the two of us?

GENERAL CUSHMAN: All" °
“the

MR. : HUNT: Thank ‘you: '
very much,. I've been charged -

right, sure. We certainly can.

with ‘quite a highly sensitive
mission. by the White House
to visit and elicit information
from an individual ‘whose
ideology we aren’t entirely
sure of, and for that purpose

they asked me to come over:
here and see if you could get -

me two things: flash  alias

documentation, which would-"

n’t have to (it’s—to be back-’
stopped) and some degree of
physical disguise, for a one-
time op—in and out. - ‘
GENERAL CUSHMAN: I
don’t see why we can’t.
MR. HUNT: We'll keep it
as closely ‘held as possible. I

don’t know how you or your -

cover people want to work
#t, but what I would like
would be to meet somebody
In a safehouse (Note: plane
comes over at this point, and
words are vety indistinct.y
physical disguise. We’re'plan-
ning on’ traveling'’
Saturday - or Sunday. To-

morrow afterncon probably -

would be the earliest it could.
e accomplished, so if some-
2ody could do it by tomor-
“ow afternoon, it would be
% great job.

well.
GENERAL CU"HMAN.
g2l %Y 2 dce b,

MR. HUNT: I know. I saw .

you at the Wisner Memorial
presentation that day, you

incom-"

‘know,

Well, you re looking very"

know, the plaque that’s
downstairs, and, if you par-
don my saying SO, you seem
to have lost a little weight.
Loss of Weight Discussed

GENERAL’'CUSHMAN, Yes,

' T've taken some off. I sort of -
go up and down. When' I go
- down,
the wagon ‘and’ don’t-eat 'very -
much -at all, and this is hell
“-‘to pay when you're being’
entertained ‘and going to em-
- ‘bassies and “dinners, “but it’s

'it’s because I 'go ‘on

about it. (Next part indis-
tinct, but they’re still talking

about exercises.)

GENERAL CUSHMAN Say,

- .1 can ge in touch with you at
the White House, can’t I? (To

tell you) what address to go

.. to, and so forth. .
. MR. HUNT: Right. So we
can lay on—you think tomor-.

“row afternoon is ample time?

" GENERAL CUSHMAN: Pl

.give it a try, yes. I haven’t

. talkeéd to anybody -yet. I sup-

the only- way I -can:lose.’

weight is .to be: miserable
relatlvely miserable.

MR, HUNT:  Yes. I have
samiée - problem. - And,
curiously, - sifice - Pve retired,

. man said that you were the— -

the thing T've’ ‘missed most is °

the gym facilities; because I

used to go down there. ’'d

be there about 15 minutes
. before the- director would ‘ar- "

rive, so we'd Kind ‘of ‘ovérlap

o

pose they can do it. I haven’t
been in this busmess before,

» haven’t had to. -

‘MR. HUNT: WeII Ehrlich-
GENERAL CUSHMAN: Yes,

he called me. I meanI haven't -
been in the cover- business, so -

I don’t know if they operate

: real fast -but.I suppose they

MR HUNT: Well Iknow

. they can.

‘4 bit, and' that really -kept

my ‘ weight “down, “because -

it* discouraged mldafternmm
snacking, ‘you * know,
then I didn’t feel a need to
drink when 1 got ‘Home be-

“cause I ‘was$ ' too “tired, “you
so ‘I do - mlSS that
facxhty )

GENERAL CUSHMAN

Well, T don’t use it. ¥ ordinar-
ily trot or jog for thirty min--.

utes in the morning at home.
If I wait until afternoon, I'm
too tired..m just.getting to

. that old-age . pomt where, .

when I.get home.in the after-
noon, I may work-in  the
workshop or do a little bit-of
work in the yard, bwt I don’t

either O feel like running. -

“and

‘GENERAL CUSHMAN Yes
I suppose they—

‘MR. HUNT: It’s just a ques-
tion. of getting some — some
physical disguise. ;

~ GENERAL CUSHMAN:

“What do-you need? That will

be the first thing they’ll ask.
- MR HUNT: Well, I'll need,
l6t's .see,’ what- have I got

* here? I probably need just a

~ MR. HUNT: T’ know what‘*'

-'you mean.

GENERAL CUSHMAN: '
amazed at the boss, becduse
he’s still doing it, you know.

‘It may be flve-thlrty or five

o’clock when he gets down
there. m usually pooped. I

driver’s - license and some
pocket litter.
~ GENERAL
Driver’s license—

MR HUNT: Driver’s license

.in any state at all, I don’t

care; some pocket litter of

some sgrt, — pretty standard

stuff.

GENERAL CUSHMAN:
 Pocket litter?

MR HUNT: Yes, that’s

" what the call it.

don’t went athletics at that _

- point.

MR, HUNT: Yes,. that’s
right. 1 try to do a little set-
ting-up exercise in the mom-
ing, but I'm not consistent

(Note: They both speak
Logether at this point, and I
can’t make out what is said.)

GENERAL CUSHMAN: You.
don’t. care in what name?

MR. HUNT: I would like |
know, I know so many peo- .

the first name to be Edward,
that’s all, if it could be
Edward, because I'm being
mtroduced to this gentleman.
by just one name. (Note: few
words indistinct) early this

. CUSHMAN». =

“morning that somebody by

the name of Edward would
be getting. in touch with him.
GENERAL CUSHMAN: And
any state for the driver’s
license.
MR. HUNT: Yes any state,
it doesn’t make any differ-

“encé, and I'm just going to

have to check into a hotel,
and I'll use this alias docu-

'mentatlon for that.

~ GENERAL CUSHMAN: Yes
" Can’t Be a Beggar '

MR. HUNT: And Tl be
talking to the same people,
in and out, and if it goes a
little bit well that’s swell.
(You can’t be a....beggar.)
I just won’t exist. It's not ,

possible this Friday.

~ GENERAL CUSHMAN: OK.
Let’s see, you gave a number

one time Where I could get

you.

MR. HUNT: Right. Chuck
Colson—my . office is un-
attended so far, but—that’s
a direct line to Colson’s
office, and my office is two
floors up, (and I'm only there

part of the time).

. GENERAL CUSHMAN: All
right, fine. Whoever is there
can get a hold of you.

MR. HUNT: Anybody can
get a hold of me—

GENERAL CUSHMAN: And -
I can give them the — or.
should I ask for you to call
me back?

MR. HUNT: No, Joan Hall
is —

GENERAL CUSHMAN: Is
the gal who answers the
phone.

MR. HUNT: Yest, She’ll an-
swer the phone, Joan Hall,
and —

GENERAL CUSHMAN: And
I can give her the time and
the address. :

MR. HUNT: Uh huh.

GENERAL CUSHMAN: OK.

MR. HUNT: I just —you

ple out here, it’s just well

that 'm not seen — if ’'m

going to put on a physical
disguise, it’s going to stick. I
wouldn’t want to be seen



Hunt and General Cushman

walking out of here. I'm sure
they’'ve got (safe) facilities
downtown. -
GENERAL CUSHMAN: Yes.
They sure as hell did on my
last tour of duty here. -
MR. HUNT: I remernber
F.E—my private office is just
a stone’s throw from the
Roger Smith Hotél,—and it
was practically an F.E. divi-
sion. They had so many
speeks. -
GENERAL CUSHMAN: The
place I used to meet peoplt
was at an office building—
right near where the Press
Club is—it was the Washing-
ton  Building, next door to
the Press Club. There used

to be a nightclub on the sec-

ond floor, and we. used to
meet -people up there.. I had
a gal who thought it was
just lots of fun to be in this
business. .She used to have
me meeting people out on the
damn park benches and all
this stuff, and I'd give her
hell, if necessary. She just
thought it was fun, playing
a game. Well, they're keep-
ing you busy with this new—

MR. HUNT: Well, they sure
are, I'll tell you. But, actu-
ally, 'm delighted that they
thought " ‘about me and
thought to call on me and
that I had the time. This
gives’ me about a 12-hour
day now.: o

GENERAL CUSHMAN: Keep
you from thinking you're re-
tired. ‘

MR. HUNT: ('m not going -

..into retirement. It just (Note:
Another plane comes' over at
this point) I'm convinced that
the reason we're doing’ all
this is for a good purpose.

GENERAL CUSHMAN: Yes.
MR. HUNT: An essential
purpose. ' o

GENERAL CUSHMAN: If -

you see John Ehrlichman, say
hello for me.

MR. HUNT: I will indeed.
(I expect to see him tomor-
TOW). . . :
GENERAL CUSHMAN:
He’s an old friend of mine
got a full platter too.

MR. HUNT: Oh, that he
does.

GENERAL CUSHMAN:
How’s that Domestic Coun-
cil working out? You don’t
hear about it much in this
business.

MR. HUNT: It’s working
out pretty well. Of course,
two things that have really
electrified the White—and I
don’t know why I'm telling
you this because your .con-
tacts are undoubtedly much
higher than mine over there

but, the Pentagon papers, of |

course.
GENERAL CUSHMAN:
Well, John—TI think John is
in charge of the security
overhaul, isn’t he? .
MR. HUNT: That’s right.
GENERAL CUSHMAN:
Well, I guess that’s right.
It’s sort of a domestic pro-
blem rather than a Kissinger
problem.
MR. HUNT: (That it is in-
deed.)’
really don’t know. I only sub-

" know, at Kissinger meetings,

at whatever group it is, they
all have different names, but
the same people sit there.
MR. HUNT: 1 find the same
type of compartmentalization
over there that I do here.
GENERAL CUSHMAN:
Well, let me get to work on
this, and I'll get the word
back to you. % e
MR. HUNT: Yes, and the

‘less my name comes up, ab-

solutely the better.
GENERAL CUSHMAN: Yes.
MR. HUNT: If you want
me to use a pseudonym with
this guy — actually, I sup-
pose the best — if he’s in

‘the room I'll get there at a

specified time and
goin and . ..

GENERAL CUSHMAN: OK,
Fine, Pl get the word to you
on how we’ll work it,

MR. HUNT: I hope Karl
didn’t resent that I asked
him to — : )
' GENERAL CUSHMAN: Oh,

Tl just

. no, no.'I just had him in here

in case there was — we need
ed staff (calling).



