Helms Says Barker
ﬂ, mr Gambling
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The Central Intelligence
Agency fired convicted water-
gate Burglar Bernard L.
Barker in the mid-1960s be-
cause he 'was involved with
“gambling and criminal ele-
ments,” according to former
CIA director Richard Helms.

Barker is the man who
worked for B. Howard Hunt
Jr. during the Bay of Pigs in-
vsaion of Cuba. In the spring
of 1971 he recruited, at Hunt’s

Tequest, the burglary team
that broke into the Los Ange- |
les office of Daniel Ellsberg’s
psychiatrist and subsequently
was caught in the 1972 Water- |
gate break-in. . ) ;
Barker and five others were |
indicted Thursday for alleg-
edly conspiring to violate the
civil rights of Pr. Lewis Field-
ing, Ellsberg’s psychiatrist. He
has served a year in ail after
pleading guilty in the June,
1972, break-in of Democratic
National Committee headquar-
ters at the Watergate complex.
Helms’ testimony, given to
the Senate. Foreign Relations
Committee:  behind . closed
doors on Feh. 7, 1973, was
made public yesterday. The
hearings were- held 'on the
nomination of Helms to he
Ambassador to Irdn.

Barker’s attorney, Daniel F.
Schultz, promptly denied
Helms’ description of why
Barker was terminated by the
CIA.

“Mr. Helms’ testimony is in-
consistent with official infor-
mation we have received from
the CIA. It is categorically de-
nied by Mr. Barker and is sim-
ply not true,” Schultz said,

Helms’ statement on Barker
appeared to conflict with
Barker’s laccount of his rela-
tions with the CIA given in
sworn testimony before the
Senate Watergate committee:
May 24, 1973, 3% months after
Hellms testified at the Foreign
Relations Committee,

Helms told the committeg |
about Barker: |

“During the Bay of Pigs he
was one of the Cuban deriva-
tives who was involved in that
operation and it is my recol-
lection that all lines with him
on the part of the agency were
eliminated some time in the
middle *60s. !

Barker, {testifying to the
Watergate committee, said he
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left the CIA immediately after{
the end of the Bay of Pigs op-f
eration in April, 1961, and had |
no further connection with it‘i
until Hunt approached him 101
vears later to set up the bur-|
glary team.

CIA  spokesmen said it
would be “difficult” to find!.
out exactly when Barker left”
the agency or the circum-| |
stances. }
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