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Night With H. R. Haldeman' 
Set at Acapulco 'Conference 

By Richard Bergholz 
Los Angeles Times 

ACAPULCO, April 1—"A 
Night With H. R. Haldeman" 
is the alluring title of the first 
semi-public appearance today 
of the former White House 
chief of staff since his indict 
ment in the Watergate scan-
dal. 

The deposed top aide to 
President Nixon came out of 
seclusion to attend a seminar 
conducted by a select group of 
wealthy young businessmen 
called theiXialz1=iresilen.ts 
Organi~,zati_ on. 

Haldeman, one of many 
prominent figures in business 
and government on the semi-
nar schedule, said he would 
not discuss Watergate or any-
thing indirectly related to 
Watergate. 

"That's all right," responded 
one YPO leader. "Half the 
people here simply want to 
see what he looks like and 
how he handles himself." 

Haldeman said he is under 
court order not to discuss his 
indictment or events leading 
up to it. He said he came here 
with the understanding no 
journalists would be permit-
ted to hear him. 

Actually, his initial perform-
ance for the more than 500 
businessmen and their wives 
was to be mainly a colloquy 
with -1-Vir i,,Irigtter, a YPO 
member and son of enter-
tainer ALWALlattey. 

Tuesday, Haldeman is sched-
uled to undergo questioning 
from a four-man panel of busi-
nessmen. For Thursday he  

scheduled, a sessiop intri-
guingly billed as "Personal 
Reminiscences," but later 
changed the title to "Crisis 
Management." 

In anx, case, Haldeman told 
reporters; his principal topic 
is how the White House was 
organized under President 
Nixon and his rebuttal to pub- 
lished criticism of the Short-
comings in the way he di-
rected the White House staff. 

His brother, A. Thomas 
li,aidem n, a Los Angeles 
heating and ventilating com- 
pany executive, is a YPO 
member. So are a number of 
Haldeman's friends from 
Southern California and else-
where. 

Members must have become 
president or chief executive 
officer of a firm doing $2 mil-
lion a year in gross sales and 
having at least 50 employees 
before turning 40. There are' 
2,774 members in the United 
States and 41 other countries. 

It is a select group and 
Haldeman's presence here is a 
tribute to its power to pull im-
portant guest speakers. The 
Rev. Jesse Jackson of Chicago 
is the only black speaker. 

Transportation Secretary 
Claude Brinegar and Army 
Secretary Howard Calloway 
represent the Nixon adminis-
tration. Former commerce sec-
retary Pete Peterson is also 
on hand. So are a host of ex-
perts from various fields of 
business, art and sports. 

California Gov. Ronald 
Reagan keynoted the opening 
session with a ringing defense 
of the free enterprise system. 

"There are ,too many people 
in government today that you 
wouldn't hire in your busi-
ness," he said. Big government 
bureaucracy and partisan ideo-
loges are ganging, up on the 
businessman, and -..."you must 
fight back," he added. 

"The hieraiihy of labor al-
ready has announced plans to 
elect a veto-proof Congress 
this year," Reagan said, and 
warned businessmen that this 
could lead to drastic changes 
in tax laws now benefitting 
business and industry. 

Answering questions from a 
panel of YPO members, 
Reagan defended his adminis-
tration in Sacramento, never 
mentioned President Nixon by-
name and disagreed with 
those who contend that the 
President should resign. 


