
HALDEMAN ARRIVING FOR LUNCH IN HIS HONOR AT PERINO'S IN LOS ANGELES 

What was missing was a confession of mistakes. 

THE NATION 

endeared him to his constituents. Once, 
at a convention of metalworkers, he set 
his bushy hair on fire while trying to 
work a blowtorch. 

The election, in fact, was a cake-
walk; Perk had virtually assured his vic-
tory in the nonpartisan primary last 
month when he defeated the Democrat-
ic candidate, millionaire real estate de-
veloper James Carney. After losing, 
Carney decided to drop out of the gen-
eral election, and the party made a hasty 
substitute of Mercedes Cotner, 68, who 
is clerk of the city council. In the small-
est voter turnout (46%) in 40 years, Cot-
ner won in all the black wards while 
Perk was victorious in the white ones. 
Yet Perk also picked up an impressive 
28% of the black vote because he prom-
ised that he would not raise the city in-
come tax and he has demonstrated that 
he can provide city services. 

The glum Democrats figure that as 
long as Perk is around they will never 
be able to recapture city hall. But Perk 
may be moving on sooner than expect-
ed and playing the ethnic game on a 
larger board. With some backing from 
the city AFL-CIO, Perk may try to run 
for Governor against John Gilligan or 
for the Senate seat vacated by William 
Saxbe. 

MINNEAPOLIS: For the first time, 
municipal candidates were designated 
by party on the ballot to make it easier 
for the Democrats to win. That gave 
the Democrat-Farmer-Labor Candidate 
Albert Hofstede, 33, a clear advantage 
over Incumbent Charles Stenvig, 45, an 
independent. Hofstede had other advan-
tages as well to account for his 58,000-
to-54,000 vote victory. He is bright and 
energetic, and enjoyed the support of 
popular Democratic Governor Wendell 
Anderson, who had appointed him 
chairman of the Metropolitan Council. 
Though Stenvig is a tough law-and-or-
der former city detective who had been 
elected after the campus and ghetto ri-
oting in 1969, he has been a do-nothing 
mayor. 

He also ran a do-nothing campaign. 
While Stenvig kept a relaxed schedule 
and ducked the issues, Hofstede put in 
18 hours a day beginning at factory gates 
in the morning and ending up at ethnic 
clubs in the evening. Though he has a 
monotone delivery and only the faint-
est touch of charisma, he was admired 
for his earnestness. His volunteers also 
managed to leaflet every household in 
the city at least twice. 

Oddly enough, Hofstede managed to 
bring Watergate into the campaign, 
even though Stenvig's administration 
has not been touched by scandal. He 
compared Stenvig's style of campaign-
ing to Nixon's. Both, said Hofstede, 
stayed holed up in their offices, both re-
fused to debate, both would not disclose 
their campaign contributors—not that, 
in Stenvig's case, his campaign costs 
amounted to much. Toward the end of 
the race, polls showed that the voters 
had caught on to the comparisons. 

PERSONALITIES 

Haldeman Homecoming 
It was billed as a welcome-home lun-

cheon for former White House Chief of 
Staff H.R. ("Bob") Haldeman. But when 
reporters approached some of the 70 
guests invited to the all-male Los An-
geles gathering, they blanched as if they 
had been caught attending a Mafia tes-
timonial. Snapped Los Angeles Times 
Mirror Co. Board Chairman Franklin 
Murphy when asked to identify himself: 
"That's really irrelevant." 

The host, Los Angeles Investor 
Z. Wayne Griffin, was not quite so dif-
fident. "I've known Bob since he was 
four years old," said Griffin, "and as an 
old Haldeman aficionado, I simply 
wanted to welcome home a favorite son. 
The public doesn't realize how much 

Bob sacrificed in government service." 
The guests at the private party in Pe-
rino's restaurant (menu: roast beef and 
apple cake a la mode) represented a 
well-heeled selection of the Southern 
California Establishment, including 
onetime Haldeman associates former 
Communications Director Herbert G. 
Klein and former HEW Secretary Rob-
ert H. Finch, Nixon Contributors Jus-
tin Dart and Holmes Tuttle, U.C.L.A. 
Chancellor Charles E. Young and Los 
Angeles Herald-Examiner publisher 
George Hearst Jr. Explained Klein: 
"Finch and I had our differences with 
Bob. But this isn't a time to ignore a 
man who is down." 

Haldeman's mood was decidedly up. 
He quipped about his new long hair-
style ("I gave up the crew cut because  

it's getting pretty thin on top") and the 
number of flights he has been forced to 
make to Washington on Watergate mat-
ters: "It seems I'm involved in a new 
Government recreational program to 
keep the unemployed occupied." 

But Haldeman, who drew warm ap-
plause during his half-hour talk to the 
group, remained serious most of the 
time. He confessed that he is involved 
in no fewer than five private lawsuits 
arising out of Watergate and related ac-
tivities. Yet he persisted in his firm de-
fense of his old boss: "I have supported 
the President's position on disclosure of 
privileged material. But I have no doubt 
that when and if the tapes are made pub-
lic, President Nixon and I will be fully 
exonerated." As for himself, Haldeman 
pledged that, "I'm very anxious to tell 
all I know, at the right time, to the prop-
er authorities." Did he have any doubts 

about Nixon's remaining in office? "The 
President had a great first term," said 
Haldeman. "I think his second term will 
finish successfully." 

Haldeman and his wife Jo moved 
this summer into a $140,000 four-
bedroom house in the exclusive Han-
cock Park section of Los Angeles. Being 
unemployed works no great hardship, 
since he has inherited wealth. "Money," 
says an old family friend, "is not among 
Bob's worries these days." From all out-
ward appearances, neither is Watergate. 
Said one guest: "What was missing was 
any indication from Bob that he might 
have made a few mistakes in all of 
this. Instead, it was just a reiteration 
of his story—with a little reference 
to having put too much trust in other 
people." 
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