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Haldeman Says He Approved

By John Hanrahan

Washington Post Staff Writer
4 H. R. Haldeman has ac-
‘knowledged privately to
Senate investigators that he
approved the hiring of al-
leged political saboteur Don-
ald H. Segretti and sug-
gested that Segretti be
paid in such a2 way that his
“activities -could ~not ‘be
traced to the White House
or the  Nixon re-election
g committee

" But Haldeman said that,
dn permitting two of his
~aides to hire Segretti, he
“had made it clear that Seg-
‘retti “was not to engage in
illegal or improper activi-
‘ties,” ‘according to notes
taken by members of the
‘staff of the Senate select
commlttee on the Watergate
during a. May 4 interview
with Haldeman.

'~ As he has done publicly,
‘Haldeman also denied that
‘he had any advance knowl-
‘edge of the Watergate.
‘preak-in and bugging or that
he played any role in the
cover-up. His denials con-
trast sharply with public
testmony before the Water-
gate committee by John W.
Dean III, the former counsel
to the President, and Jeb
Stuart Magruder, former
deputy chairman for the
Nixon re-election committee.

According to a copy of the -

notes, Haldeman, former
Whie House chief of staff,
- ® Said that he agreed with
White Houe aides, Dwight
Chapin and Gordon Stra-
chan in 1971, that they ar-
range to have Segretti paid
by Herbert W. Kalmbach
who had “quite substantial
funds” ° remaining from
Kalmbach’s fund-raising ef-
fort for Senate and congres-
sional candidates in 1970.
(Kalmbach was President
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leons personal attorney

until early this year.) Halde-
man said he saw nothing un-
usual in this arrangement.

® Acknowledged he - was
aware that Kalmbach was
asked to arrange payments
to the seven Watergate de-
fendants and their lawyers,
but - said he -understood
these were for “legal fees”
and that he did not know
the funds were allegedly go-
ing to help buy the defend-
ants’ silence.

® Said that an unnamed
newspaper reporter,. refer-
red to as “Chapman’s
friend,” served as a political
spy for the Nixon campaign.

e Demed knowing- in ad-
vance that perjury was to be
committed at the Watergate
trial last January by Her-
bert L. Porter, former
scheduling director for the
Committee for the Re-elec-
tion of the President.

Porter, in his public testi-
mony before the Watergate
committee,. .acknowledged
comrmt‘cn-uT perjury at the
trial .as did Magruder. In

?addition, Magruder told the
écommittee that he had
t“laid out the true facts” con-
. cerning Watergate to Halde-
iman this “ January, before
the trial. Magruder has ac-
knowledged he participated

Hiring Segretti

in the planning for the
- Watergate bugging -as well

as the cover-up.

The summary does not in-
dicate whether Haldeman
was asked whether he: knew
Magruder was going to per-
jure himself at the trial. But
Haldeman, according to the
summary, said he knew
nothing of the cover-up until

'~ March of this year.

tr for add three .
Dean, in his public testi-
mony, also implicated
Haldeman in the cover-up,
saying he regularly reported
to Haldeman to discuss ways
of keeping the truth from
coming out. Former Attor-



ney General John N. Mite-
hell, in his public testimony
this week, said Haldeman
was involved in “a design
not to have the stories come
out” because they might
have hurt Mr. Nixon’s re
election effort. » :

Haldeman, in his May 4
interview, said he recalled
discussing with Dean the
payments to the Watergate
defendants, but. that he
didn’t “recall there was a ra-
tionale given or asked for
regarding taking care of the
legal fees. ..”

“Insofar as it being poli‘r:i-
‘eally embarrassing if it
came out that these pay-
ments were. being made,”
the notes quote Haldeman
_as saying, “I thought it‘was
generally known. I d;dn’t
‘give it a lot of thought.” -

As to why Kalmbach was
to be called upon to -come
up with funds for the de-
-fendants, Haldeman said ac-
cording to the notes:

“I did not give any signifi-
cance to the fact that Kalm-
bach was to raise the
money, that it would be
done outside channels.”

Haldeman, in his TJlay 4
testimohy, acknowledged for
the first time that he had
seen “material from CRP
(Committee for the Re-elec-
tion of the President) re-
garding intelligence gather-
ing” But, he added: “I don’t
think that. I ever saw any-
thing that looked like copies
of material from Democra-
tic headquarters.”

.~ Strachan; according to in-.

- formed. sources, is expected
to testify before the Water-
gate committee that he
passed on the advance bug-
ging plans for the Water-
gate to Haldeman.

Haldeman, in his May 4
testimony, said that Stra-
chan had told him after the

‘Watergate arrests that three.

reports had come to him, la-
beled as “confidential
sources” reports, before the
- Watergate arrests, “and that
in hindsight he thought
(they) could have come from
the Watergate kind of
source.” : ¥

Haldeman said : Strachan
told him that only one of

forwarded to Haldeman; but
of seeing that kind of thing

but it is possible it was sent
to me.” -

that “I have ne recollection

the three reports had been

!

Strachan did not identify
the source of the informa-
tion, Haldeman said, but
“none of this material to the
best of his (Haldeman’s) rec-
ollection was identified by
code name.” (The informa-
tion obtained from the wire-
taps-at Demoeratic National
Committee headquarters at
the Watergate was put in a
file labeled “Gemstone.”)

Haldeman, who resigned
April 30 as the White House
chief of staff, testified" again
privately before the Water-
gate- committee on June 14
and is scheduled +to appear
publicly before the commit-
tee later this summer.

Excerpts from a copy of a
0-page report of notes from-
he May 4 interview were
ublished yesterday by The

ew York Times.

Although much of the tes-
timony . covers. the same
ground as a deposition

Haldeman gave in Water-
gate-related civil suits May
22t0-24, it does shed appar-
ent new light on some of the
political intelligence opera-
tions used in the Nixon cam-
paign. ) :
One agent for the Nixon
re-election campaign was
“Chapman’s friend,” Halde-
‘man said. (Chapman con-
ceivably could be a refer-
ence to President Nixon. Au-
thor Theodore H. White, in
“the Making of the Presi-
dent 1968,” describes Nixon
registering Feb. 1, 1968, at a
Nashua, N.H., Howard John-
son Inn under the name of

“Mr. Benjamip Chapman.”)

Haldeman, according. to
the May 4 report, said

—_—

“Chapman’s friend” was a
“designation for a newspa-

per reporer who traveled at
different times with differ-

ent opposition candidates |

|
i
i
i
i

during the primaries and |
then with - (George) Me- ;
Govern or (Sargent) Shriver

during the general election
and would phone in when
there was any reason to,
with a summary report on
how the opposition cam-
paign was going. He would
get . interviews . with. mem-
bers of staff or ‘even- the
candidates someétimes. and
then he would phone in re-
ports as to what they were
saying. He would describe
mood of the campaign, ete.”
On another spying aspect
of the campaign, Haldeman
said he never met Segretti.
He said that Strachan or
Chapin or. .both. suggested
during the summer of 1971
that a friend of theirs
(Segretti) was ‘getting out of
the Army and was inter-
ested in carrying out the.
" kinds of activities that Dick
Tuck, a widely known politi-
cal prankster, had done for

the Democrats. -

Haldeman ‘said he agreed
with Chapin or Strachan
that financing. of . Segretti’s
activities should be worked

ut with Kalmbach, “and
only raised the question
with them that he (Segretti)
'should operate as totally in-
dependent of CRP- or the
national committee or the
iWhite House.” ‘Later, the
report quotes Haldeman as
isaying, it would he “a better
jbasis for him’ (Segretti) to
¥be operating independently
srather than tied to the cam-
‘ paign.”

Haldeman qualified many
of his responses, aceording
to the report, by saying “to
the best of my recollection,”
or “I don’t believe” or .“I
don’t recall.” Seldom did he
state flatly that he knew or
did not know a certain thing. -

(He also refused to answer
some. questions, citing “ex-
ecutive privilege.” Since his
May 4 testimony, the White
House has changed its view
of executive privilege and
has authorized present and
former aides to testify fully,)

For instance,,the report
quotes him as saying, “T don’t
believe I got any oral or
written reports from Chapin
or Strachan” regarding Seg-
retti’s activities. He also said
'“I don’t believe 1
tever talked to me” about. the
espionage activities of Water-
Eate conspirator’ E. Howard

unt Jr. v




