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Secret Testimony on Delivery of Cash 
By Jack Anderson 

Secret grand jury testimony 
reveals that H. R. Haldeman, 
the White House major domo, 
ordered $350,000 in $20, $50 
and $100 bills locked in .a 
White House safe during the 
1972 campaign. 

After the election, the cash 
was delivered surreptitiously 
to a campaign aide, with 
Haldeman's approval, in an ap-
parent violation of the new 
campaign disclosure law. 

This is the sworn testimony 
of Haldeman's loyal former as-
sistant, Gordon Strachan, who 
picked up the money the day 
before the disclosure law went 
into effect. He received it 
from Hugh Sloan, the cam-
paign treasurer, but returned 
it to Fred LaRue, a campaign 
aide, at his Watergate apart-
ment. 

It took Strachan 45 minutes, 
he testified, to count all the 
cash. Yet no receipt was 
asked, and none was given. Ile 
quoted LaRue as saying 
merely: "I'll take care of this." 

The money was supposed to 
be used, explained Strachan, 
for polling. He acknowledged 
that the President's campaign 
committee was already con-
ducting "a very, very exten-
sive polling operation." Yet 
$350,000 was taken away from 
the committee and stashed in 
the White House, he said, "in  

case we needed to get even 
more polling." 

"Who told you to go to Mr. 
LaRue and give him the 
money?" asked Seymour Glan-
zer, an assistant U.S. attorney. 
I "I decided that myself," said 
Strachan. 

Haldeman's Role 
"Did you discuss this inci- 

dent with anybody after-
wards?" pressed Glanzer. 

"Yes, I,  told Mr. Haldeman 
afterwards that I had given 
the money to Mr. LaRue." 

"What did he say to you?" 
"Fine," Strachan quoted 

Haldeman as saying. 
"Does the . . . Committee to 

Re-Elect the President con-
duct its business in Mr. La-
Rue's apartment?" demanded 
the prosecutor. 

"No," said Strachan. "It was 
a matter of courtesy. He's a 
senior official. He asked me to 
drop it by after work . . ." 

"Do you have any idea why 
Mr. LaRue asked you to re-
turn this money to his apart-
ment, where actually you 
could just walk across 17th 
Street?" asked the grand jury 
foreman. 

"No, I do not," said the wit-
ness. 

"I mean, I find it somewhat 
dangerous for a person to be 
carrying this amount of  

money in Washington in the 
evening . ." said the fore-
man, "when it would have 
been much easier and handier 
just to walk across 17th 
Street." 

"I agree, and I was nervous 
doing it, but I did it," shrug-
ged Strachan. 

"Did it occur to you at the 
time," broke in another juror, 
"that • it was not the proper 
way to do it?" 

"Well, 'proper' is not—" 
stammered Strachan. 

"Is 'proper' an obsolete 
word these days?" snapped 
the juror. 

"No," 	said 	Strachan. 
"Whether it was proper or im-
proper, I was asked to return 
the money. I returned the 
money, and he asked me to de-
liver it to him at his home, 
and I did that." 

Incredulous Juror 
The foreman seemed incred-

ulous. "I'm still puzzled," he 
said. "You get the money from 
the treasurer or whatever Mr. 
Sloan's position was in the 
committee . . . and the money 
sits for seven months. Then 
Mr. Haldeman decides it has 
to go back to the committee. 
You call Mr. LaRue—you 
don't call Mr. Sloan and say.  
'Hugh, seven months ago you 
gave me this $350,000 and we 
haven't used any of it; I'd like,  

to give it back to you since I 
got it from you,' but you call 
Mr. LaRue." 

First Strachan said it was 
because Sloan had left the 
committee. When asked why 
he didn't return it to his suc-
cessor, he said: "I honestly 
don't know." 

Then Glanzer resumed the 
questioning. ,"Have you talked 
to Mr. Haldeman in the last 
couple of weeks?" he asked. 

"Yes I have," replied Stra-
chan. 

"About your appearance be• 
fore the grand jury?" 

"Yes I have." 
"What did you say to him 

and what did he say to you," 
pressed the prosecutor. 

"He told me," replied Stra-
chan, "to tell the absolute 
truth and to not worry about 
any political consequences. 
And those are my orders . . ." 

"Is there any reason," de-
manded Glanzer, "why Mr.- 
Haldeman would have to urge-
you to tell the truth?" 

"No, there's no reason," said 
Strachan, "except it's a matter 
of real concern, the political 
damage that has resulted from 
this." 

The handsome Strachan had 
one final word about Halde-
man. "He's a man," said Stra-
chan, "I admire very much." 
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