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Haldeman Ad
ButNo Cr imes,

By ROBERT WALTERS
‘Washington StarzNews _
{ Washmgton — H. R. Halde-
‘| man, President Nixon’s chief
of staff, is reported: to have ..
;4 | told a group-of -Republican -
o i congressmen that he was per-

%

¢ sonaily respons1ble for“orga-
\

{
i

operatlon on Mr. ‘Nixon’s - b -

. half last year, but that it*in-.
; volved no illegal activities.

«,Stch. intelligence- gathermg

umts areva standard feature

: _‘1 ‘of virtually all major- pol tigal ;.

In their sxmplest i
*accounis that e"had access fo

campalgns
{ form, ‘they “nvolve: collecting’
] .newspaper clippihgs and othé
pub icly" available material:*
A-moere sophisticated . opera=:,
tlon .used by both partles in .
'pre51dent1al campaigns,
| volves _efforts to obtain a
¢ vance copies of speeches, cam-
|- paign schedules and other ma-
' v.terials. .} ; ;

The Source

Haldeman’s comments were
‘7made March 28 before:.the
. Wednesday- Group, an organ
“zation of moderate. and . pro- .
. gressive Republican members’
i"of ‘the House of Representa—
. tives.” Five .of them ‘'who were .
present provided-; essential
1dent1al accounts of’ what tr.an

i

" public.” %

. unit, but one said:
-apparent that’ he’ was tatkmg
- about more than: just a news-

- ing to the congressmen They
“ said “Haldeman' reported ‘ that |

- the; “secret fund.””.
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spx ed ut requested anony-

- mity. .

One of the sources sald “He
told .us . they : hoped to; have .
tapes—and- he'“used ‘the ‘word

“‘tapes’ — of: everythmg the"

opposition- candtdates said m

. The House membe'

jnizing a political intelligence ' Haldemap’ provided few de-

tails -aboyt . the. intelligence
“It was

paper- chppmg operatxon, they
had ‘men” in‘the:

Haldernan denied newspaper |

cash, ‘reportedly used-to pay |
for sabotage act1v1t1es atcord-'

eveir hisiwife had’ asked about

' Haldeman becamethe suo-
ject of controversy when:Sen.
Lowell “P. Weicker " Jr.: (RS

Conn) “said. that although ‘he|;
had:no evxdence ‘linking - the -
thte House aide to- illegal ac-:

- ~“tivities, he’ believed. Haldeman i
=" should resign because his *‘re- |
lsponSJbthty as. cHief-of statf”
‘» must-have included knowtedge

£.%

:dlsrupt_ron crew?-at the
n campaign commlttee




