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K

enneth R
ush: G

iving G
en. H

aig a H
and 

R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

B
eh

in
d
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's S

.O
.S

. to
 

U
n
d
e
r S

e
c
re

ta
ry

 o
f S

ta
te

 K
e
n
n
e
th

 
R

u
sh

 lies far m
o
re th

an
 th

e search
 fo

r 
a W

h
ite H

o
u
se eco

n
o
m

ic co
o
rd

in
ato

r, 
th

e
 ro

le
 o

rig
in

a
lly

 p
la

n
n
e
d
 fo

r h
im

 
an

d
 fo

r w
h
ich

 b
u
sin

essm
an

-law
y
er 

R
ush seem

s only m
arginally suited. 

R
ather, M

r. N
ixon's decision to bring 

the 64-year-old R
ush, his one-tim

e law
-

sch
o
o
l p

ro
fesso

r, in
to

 th
e b

eleag
u
ered

 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se w

as d
ictated

 b
y
 w

o
rsen

-
in

g
 p

o
licy

 feu
d
s w

ith
in

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 
o
fficial fam

ily
 an

d
 th

e co
n
tin

u
in

g
 ero

-
sion of W

hite H
ouse influence over the 

v
ast fed

eral b
u
reau

cracy
. 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
, in

 sh
o
rt, h

as aw
ak

en
ed

 to
 

a fact lo
n
g
 u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 b

y
 m

o
st o

f h
is 

to
p
 o

fficials an
d
 th

e. R
ep

u
b
lican

 lead
-

e
rs in

 C
o
n
g
re

ss: th
a
t W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 
C

h
ief o

f S
taff A

lex
an

d
er H

aig
 is n

o
w

 
stag

g
erin

g
 u

n
d
er h

is rem
o
rseless w

o
rk

 
lo

ad
 an

d
 m

u
st h

av
e h

elp
. 

T
h
u
s, R

u
sh

's real m
issio

n
 w

ill b
e to

 
m

oderate and soothe policy clashes be-
tw

een
 su

ch
 am

b
itio

u
s satrap

s as R
o
y
 

A
sh

, h
ead

 o
f th

e p
o
w

erfu
l O

ffice o
f 

M
an

ag
em

en
t an

d
 B

u
d
g
et, S

ecretary
 o

f 
th

e T
reasu

ry
 W

illiam
 S

im
o
n
 an

d
 D

o
-

m
estic C

ouncil C
hief K

enneth C
ole. 

W
o
rk

 relief fo
r H

aig
 h

as n
o
w

 b
e-

c
o
m

e
 v

ita
l fo

r M
r. N

ix
o
n
's W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se. W

h
en

 h
e first ag

reed
 to

 tak
e 

over as chief of staff from
 ousted H

. R
. 

H
ald

em
an

, H
aig

 w
as p

ro
m

ised
 co

m
-

p
lete in

su
latio

n
 fro

m
 W

aterg
ate. T

h
at 

p
led

g
e b

arely
 su

rv
iv

ed
 th

e d
ry

in
g
 o

f 
th

e in
k
 o

n
 h

is p
resid

en
tial co

m
m

issio
n
. 

A
s a result, H

aig soon found him
self 

im
m

ersed
 in

 to
rtu

o
u
s b

ack
ro

o
m

 strat-
e
g
y
 se

ssio
n
s o

v
e
r h

o
w

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 

sh
o
u
ld

 h
an

d
le th

e en
v
elo

p
in

g
 W

ater-
g
ate an

d
 im

p
each

m
en

t d
isasters an

d
 

also charged w
ith top-level responsibil-

ity
 in

 d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 d

ay
-to

-d
ay

 o
p
era-

tio
n
s o

f th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t. T
h
at m

ean
t 

d
ecisio

n
-m

ak
in

g
 o

f a p
ro

fo
u
n
d
ly

 d
iffi-

cu
lt ch

aracter: d
ecid

in
g
, fo

r ex
am

p
le, 

w
h
eth

er A
sh

 o
r S

im
o
n
 sh

o
u
ld

 ru
n
 th

e 
governm

ent's energy policy. 
O

n
e resu

lt: A
n
 atm

o
sp

h
ere o

f p
er-

p
etu

al h
aste an

d
 fren

zy
 in

 th
e o

ffice o
f 

th
e u

su
ally

 u
n
flap

p
ab

le H
aig

 w
h
ich

 
led

 h
im

 to
 actu

ally
 telep

h
o
n
e N

ew
s-

w
eek

 m
ag

azin
e late o

n
 S

u
n
d
ay

 n
ig

h
t, 

M
ay

 1
9
, to

 seek
 rev

isio
n
s in

 a sto
ry

 
o
n
 H

a
ig

 th
a
t w

a
s a

lre
a
d
y
 lo

c
k
e
d
 in

 
ty

p
e
. In

 a
 m

o
re

 n
o
rm

a
l tim

e
, H

a
ig

 
w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e co

n
sid

ered
 su

ch
 an

 
in

tru
sio

n
. 

A
 m

ajo
r p

art o
f R

u
sh

's n
ew

 W
h
ite 

H
ouse job w

ill be to take over m
uch of 

H
aig

's ro
le in

 try
in

g
 to

 co
o
rd

in
ate d

o
-

m
estic policy and keep the federal gov-

ern
m

en
t fro

m
 fly

in
g
 ap

art u
n
d
er th

e 
pressures of im

peachm
ent politics. 

R
u
sh

 is n
o
t e

x
a
c
tly

 ru
sh

in
g
 in

 to
 

h
elp

 h
is o

n
e-tim

e law
 stu

d
en

t. Ju
st b

e-
fo

re
 C

h
ristm

a
s la

st y
e
a
r, a

 W
h
ite

 
H

ouse press (release h
ad

 actu
ally

 b
een

 
d
ra

fte
d
 a

n
n
o
u
n
c
in

g
 th

a
t R

u
sh

 w
a
s 

leav
in

g
 th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t fo

r th
e 

top W
hite H

ouse W
atergate strategy  

K
en

n
eth

 R
u
sh

 

ro
le. In

 p
rep

aratio
n
 fo

r th
at u

n
en

v
iab

le 
jo

b
, R

u
sh

 im
m

ersed
 h

im
self in

 th
e 

m
o
st cru

cial W
aterg

ate tap
es an

d
 co

n
-

clu
d
ed

 th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
 w

as in
n
o
cen

t o
f 

the W
atergate cover-up charges. 

B
u
t th

at sw
itch

 to
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

w
as can

celed
 at literally

 th
e last m

in
-

u
te b

y
 S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate H

en
ry

 K
is-

sin
g
er, w

h
o
 in

sisted
 th

at R
u
sh

 stay
 at 

S
tate fo

r at least a few
 m

o
re m

o
n
th

s. 

N
o
w

, th
e
 c

risis o
v
e
r th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se staff leav

es n
o
 o

p
tio

n
, as b

o
th

 
th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t a

n
d
 R

u
sh

 p
e
rc

e
iv

e
 it. 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
's tw

o
 to

p
 d

o
m

estic aid
es in

 
th

e p
o
st-W

aterg
ate W

h
ite H

o
u
se, M

el-
vin L

aird and B
ryce H

arlow
, have both 

q
u
it. D

e
a
n
 B

u
rc

h
, sig

n
e
d
 o

n
 a

s th
e
 

n
ew

est to
p
-lev

el W
h
ite H

o
u
se h

an
d
 

last F
eb

ru
ary

, is in
 an

 am
b
ig

u
o
u
s ro

le 
—

o
sten

sib
ly

 w
o
rk

in
g
 w

ith
 th

e reg
u
la-

to
ry

 ag
en

cies b
u
t in

 fact b
ein

g
 u

sed
 

m
o
re as a p

o
litical p

o
in

t-m
an

 w
ith

 R
e-

p
u
b
lican

 co
n
g
ressm

en
 an

d
 p

arty
 o

ffi-
cials. 

In
 sh

o
rt, ev

er sin
ce th

e d
ep

artu
re o

f 
L

aird
 an

d
 H

arlo
w

, th
eir w

o
rk

 lo
ad

s 
h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 h

e
a
p
e
d
 o

n
 th

e
 sa

g
g
in

g
 

sh
o
u
ld

ers o
f th

e sleep
less H

aig
, w

ith
 

A
sh

 an
d
 C

o
le, b

o
th

 arm
ed

 w
ith

 am
b
i-

tio
u
s staffs o

f th
eir o

w
n
, co

m
p
etin

g
 

ag
ain

st each
 o

th
er an

d
 th

e C
ab

in
et d

e-
p
artm

en
t fo

r a larg
er slice o

f p
o
w

er. 
F

o
r R

u
sh

, th
e
 n

e
w

 ro
le

 a
s W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se m

o
d
erato

r is n
o
t an

 en
v
iab

le 
o
n
e. A

s o
n
e ex

p
erien

ced
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

sa
v
a
n
t to

ld
 u

s: "K
e
n
 m

a
y
 b

e
 a

 so
ft 

to
u
ch

 fo
r th

e k
in

d
 o

f b
ru

talities g
o
in

g
 

o
n
 in

 th
is to

w
n
 to

d
ay

." B
u
t th

ere are 
tw

o
 th

in
g
s th

a
t se

t h
im

 a
p
a
rt fro

m
 

so
m

e o
th

ers w
h
o
 h

av
e tried

 to
 h

elp
 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
 in

 h
is ex

trem
ity

: a co
n
-

v
ictio

n
 o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's in
n
o
cen

ce 
an

d
 an

 alm
o
st fam

ilial in
tim

acy
 w

h
ich

 
w

ill guarantee him
 access to one of the 

loneliest of m
en. 
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