Nixon Held Tapes Over Advice
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House Minority Leader
Gerald R. Ford of Michigan
said yesterday that Presi-
dent Nixon had withheld the
tapes recordings of his
White House conversations
against the advice of two of
his chief counselors, Melvin
R. Laird and Bryce Harlow.
Ford said that Laird had
told him that the President
spent 10 to 12 hours listen-
ing to the tapes before
reaching his decision not to
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tapes, Ford added™"

AIess” Mr. ~Nixon makes
at least selective portions of
the tapes available, Ford

release them. wﬁd
nor Haxlow had heard the

said, many Americans al-
ways will feel “nagging
doubt” about the President’s
role in the Watergate cover-
up.

Ford’s disclosures came at
a breakfast meeting during
which the Michigan con-
gressman expressed his per-
sonal- confidence that ‘the
President did not have prior
knowledge of the Watergate
burglary or of the subse-
quent cover-up of White
House officials.

But while the President,
in Ford’s view, is on “good
ground” lezally in his deci-
sion to withhold the tapes,
“politically it was not a good
move.”

“His decision on the tapes,

,Rep.FordSays

if the mail is a reflection,
has hurt the President,”
Ford said.

Ford took a leading role
in urging that Laird, Mr.
Nixon’s first secretary of
Defense, be brought back to
the Nixon administration,
principally to improve
White House relations with
an increasingly skeptical
Congress. Ford said he had
also suggested the hiring of
Harlow, a veteran counselor
from the Eisenhower era,
who also served in Mr. Nix-
on’s first term, as an alter-
native to Laird never he
lieving that Mr. Nixon
would bring both men back
into government.
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'of the tapes \;Va'S diéélosed,h
Ford said he found “nothing

wrong with the practice” of
making the tapes without in-
forming the President’s visi-
tors that they were being re-
corded.
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In a legal deposition filed!
in connection ‘with Demo-
cratic lawsuits stemming
from the break-in at the

. headquarters of the Demo-

cratic National Committee
on June 17, 1972, MacGregor



