 Pentagon Aide Says

Pl

The Pentagon’s top lawyer
yesterday defended the legal-

Ha% s Job Is Legal

Associated Lress function as military officers
performing duties assigned by

ity of Gen. Alexander M. the President under his consti-

Haig’s assignment as chief|tutional authority as com-
White House staff officer|mander in chief.”

while still on active duty with
the Army.

Niederlehner contended that'

the section of the law cited

Leonard Niederlehner, act- by Public Citizen, Inc., does

fense Department, took his
position in a letter to Ralph
Nader’s Public Citizen, Ine,,
which has said that Halg s ap-
pointment by President Nixon
to the White House staff post
appears to violate the law.

“Gen. Haig is but the latest
of the senior Army and Navy
officers who have, over the
years, been detalled by the
President to perform a wide
range of duties in the office
of the President,” Niederleh-
ner said in a brief letter to
Alan B. Morrison, director of
litigation for the Nader organ-
ization.

“The officers so detailed

/ing general counse] of the De-|not apply.




