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'Probably’

Lied to FBI Agents,
Senators Are Told

Associated Press

Washmgto n

Acting FBI Dlrector L. Patrick (Jray IIT  eon-
ceded yesterdayithat White House counsel John W.
Dean IIT probably lied to one of his agests durmg
the Watbrgate investigation.

The disclosure came when: Senator Robert Byrd
(Dem-W.Va.) asked Gray if Dean ‘had Tied to an FBI

-agentslast June in saying

‘he would have to check to
see if Wa‘tervate defend-
. e

an’ office ;
House, when in fact, he
.knew he had one.

“After looking back and -
making a minute eXamina- -

tion ,of the record, I would
have to conclude thatthat’s
probably correct,” said
Gray, who is seeking confir-
mation as permanent FBI
director after serving nearly
11 months as actmg direc-
tor.

during an interview

W. Colson he ‘would try to
determine if Hunt had an of-
fice at the White House.
That occurred only three
days after he issuedinstruc-
tions to have a safe 'in
Hunt’s office opened and the
contents, including a gun
and some .electronic equip-
réxent be placed in his custo-
Yy

CONTENTS

. On June 27, Dean turned
the contents of Hunt’s safe
over to'the FBI.

Hunt and six others face
sentencing today “for the

in the White

1 : with -
White House aide Charles

‘bugging and bu
Demiocratic @ ,
quarters®

Byrd told nevsmen thak:

Gray’s admission is“‘a star-
tling one, especially in view
mof the fact that he contmued
‘to -provide Dean with raw
{acts from the FBI’s files. ’»’
Byrd said it is ‘‘an amaz-
_ing, incredible thing” that
Gray would continue to pro-
vide FBI information to
Dean, whom the West Vir-
‘ginia Democrat described as
having an ‘“‘element of ubig-

Dean told the FBI agent ' uity” in the Watergate in-
- vestigation.

‘A statement issued by the '

See Bach Page
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White House press office

said ““Mr. Dean flatly denies -

that he ever misled, or &as

Senator Byrd suggests, lied |

to an ac'ent of the FBI.

“Mr. Dean recalls that in
June of 1972 as FBI agents

swere departing his office, he
- was asked whether or not -
_athey could visit Mr Hunt’s '

office. He sald he would
check — theJ question, as

- Dean recalls,” did not relate

to _Whether Mr. Hunt ever

CJOHN WL DEAN i
' A White House demal

had an otfice in the EOB.

© (Executive Office Buildifig):
Ty reference ‘to Mr.

“The
Dean,”
statement went on,

the White House

fair and incorrect.”

After further questioning
by Senator John V. Tunney;
(Dem- Calif.), Gray was

again excused and the hear-

ings were adjourned.

ROLE
Tunney zeroed in on
Dean’s role in the Watergate
investigation and said

Gray’s disclosure that the

White House counsel appar-

,ently lied to FBI agents last
‘year ‘‘represents fo me a

quintessential point of the
whole hearing process — the
appearance of Dean.”

In’ questioning Gray, Tun-
ney said his nominationray
hmge on Dean testifying and
"asked the FBI 911'801101’ if he
would want Dean to appear
before the commlttee

“The’ President has to
make that .decision,” said
Gray. “I"have no contribu-
tion to make. to that kind of

demsmn That is one solely

for the President.”

Gr ay also told Tunney that -

‘two ‘hours,

“is re- .
: prehensﬂ)le unfortunate, un-
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he had refused admmlstra-
tign  offers - 0" helb“rto. gain

! %enate contlrmatlon, 1

PIT )

“I have to sit here in this
pit ‘and persuade the United
States Senate myself,” sald
Gray

Tunney told Gray that hIS
vote on the nomination®is
“‘not. gomg to rest on your
integrity: It would be on the

~basis of your independence

from the White House.”
Tunney Lold newsmen ‘he
is in‘grave doubt.
“If we had to vote, Gray
would not receive a suifi-
cient’number of votes,” said

Tunney.
but T'am sure he would not

get ‘mine.” Nine votes are
necessary for: confirmation
by rithe Senate’ Jud1c1ary
Comxmttee 4

z‘ AIDES ,
Gray has maintained that

he supphed the FBI dafa to

Dean in his role as counsel

to the President while Dean

was .conducting a separate
Watergate investigation to
determine if any White

‘House aides were involved.

After questioning Gray for
Byrd repeated
earlier statements that he
would not vote for him to be
FBT director.

I think that the image of
the FBI has suffered, in
view of all the developments
which occurred during his
acting  directorship, and I
think that the professional-
ism, morale -and efficiency
of the FBI have Tikewise Suf-
tered, as has public confi-

dence in the FBL” Byrd .

said.

“There s too much ev1
dence of political activity on
the part of the acting direc-
tor; there is too much evi-
dence of subservience tothe

White House; there arestoo

many unanswered questions
with respect to the possible
misuse of FBI files in
connection. with the Water-
gate investigation.”

Byrd told Gray he found it

“egpecially intriguing” that -

Gray would submit FBI files

to “Dean as late as October

12° when President Nixon
told a news conference Au-
gust 29 that he could say, on
the basis of a complete in-
investigation by Dean, that
no' one then on the White
House staff was involved in
the Watergate bugging.

“Hermay get eight,



