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Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON,, ‘March 5—
The White House{urged the.act-
ing director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investlgatlon to accept

a spéaking invitation in Cleve-| .

land last summer because Ohio
was believed to be ‘“crucially:
vital” + to President :Nixon’s
re-election campaign.

This, was disclosed today in
a memprandum from Patrick E.
O’Dongell, a.former Presidential
assistant, to L. Patrick Gray 3d.

The smemorandum, provided
by the F.B.I. to the Senate Judi-
ciary gommittlee, was included
in copies of papers requested
last week by members of the
committee, which is holding| '
hearingns on Mr. Gray's: nomi-
nation as. permanent successor
to theTlate J. Edgar Hoover.

The memorandum, written on
White House: statxonery, advised
Mr. Gray that the City Club of
Cleveland “has asked our as-
sistance in attempting to secure
your participation as a key| "’
speaker” sometime in the next
few weeks. It 'added: h@

“With Ohio being cruéially
vital te our hopes in November,
iHapeiveou. w111 Assign
some¥ priority«. in
lplanru g your schedule.”

Mr, Gray ‘had’ become acting

On the first day ) hearmgs
last  week, Mr. Gray acknowl-
edged to the Senators that he
had been asked to make the
Cleveland appearance ‘hy a
Nixon campaign official but he
said that the decision to do so
had been his own. He dgmed
that it had ben intended “as a.

contribution to Mr. Nixon’s re-i °

i

election campaign, but rather!
to carry “the F.BI’s message
to the people.”

In the Aug. 11 speech;",Mr
Gra,‘g@hcmtlcxzed “‘those whe in-
sist.that our-priceless lib&rties|
are being - eroded—thatyifree-
dom is increasingly in ]eqpardy :
across the United States.”,
cited'statistics: that he™ sald
showed “the upward thrust of
crimé”is being turned back”§

PT O%%f’

thing mdzcatmg
during the campalgn we 1

]

certamly dldl’lt have :my. up- |3

port and would not

o

Tough Questxon Feared
Three days after the recelpt

by Mr. Gray’s office, a Wureau
jofficial prepared a secgnd
memorandum for internal use
on ‘the nature of the forum

e

for'the proposed speech.

The report, dated June- 16
States that “the Clevelar
fice'has advised that t
Club “Has no political ¢oanec-
tions “and actually the majority
of thés members could be glas-
sified “as ‘liberals.’” It cau-
tionéd that “the club engages
in d;rscussmg controversxalf‘sub-
Jjects-and it is entirely pOssi
'that some embarra‘s'sjt}g ‘ques-
{tions could be put to Mr. Gray
{which might prove embarrass-

and said that the country’s|

economy was “on the thresh-!
hold of the greatest grnwth 1n,
our history.”

President Nixon, askeé@ at al
news ~conference last week.
whether ithe White House had‘
enlisted"Mr. Gray as "a ‘surro-:
gate campaigner, replied that
it - was his intention ‘that the
former Navy captain must re-
main “a nonpartisan figure.”

Questioned specifically about

of ‘the O’Donnell memorandum |,

ifyk .

!mg to him' and’ the bureau

But; the ‘memoranduar saxd
ﬁhase are thetype of peopled.
we should be contacting in -ant
il effort to ‘convert them. 704}
il On.Jume 27, Thomas E. Bish-|
op, at't the ‘time assistant direc-
iltor in” charge of the FB
crime gecords division, wh&has
since retired;~informed theract-
ing asociate director, ~Mark
Felt, that Mrii Gray-tiad agreed
to make the: speech and that
he, - Bighop, had “advited
Patr1ck E. -O'Donnell of the
White : House» through “whom
the 1nv1t§t10n had been
extended.” i+ w4

On June 28 Larry Robmson
who "had™ arranged the Gray
speech on behalf “of the City|
Club, wrote to'thank Mr. Gfay
for agreeing to come and said
that Mr. 'O’Donnell “has bgeng
enormously " helpful to us and
we are wr1t1ng at his sugges—
tion.”
. The Judrxcxary Comm*xtﬁee v‘vﬂl
resutne’ its questxenmg ‘of +Mr.
Gray tomorrow morning.




