U.S. Crackdown
Launched Against
Tide f Gun Theft

Po gnstia(Scxé]ce onitor

BOSTON — Féderal ‘offi-
cials are Iaunchlng a nation-
wide crackdown against a
swelhng tide of gun thefts.

epartment is ask-
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can readily obtain guns
through legal - channels in
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the interstate sale of various
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“As we “enforce the ‘Gun
Control Act we will find ‘an
increase in the number of
gun thefts said es

"Hardfan, an ATF project

Anythmg that is
curtalled — like guns — be-
commodlty for
stegling.” :

un officials list various
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Under a voluntary agree
ment with more than 28,000
trucking: firms, some insur;
ance companies and various
- gun manufaeturers the ATF
is asking'for regular reports
on stolen or lost weapons.
«Crime agencies -then plan
to file _the theft reports with
a national crime-information

forcement personnel. Agents
also will investigate the
thefts and watch any areas

where thefts appear fre-
quently. )
Some  crime officials

blame the need for gun-theft

Act of 1968, which restricts

. .gun invoelve  ‘a stolen fire-
‘-army.officials claim. '

computer, where they will
be available -to any law-en-.

““control on-the Gun Control -

Under the Gun Control
Act, it is unlawful to trans-

. port.or ship stolen firearms

in interstate" commerce or to
Teceive, ‘conceal, store, bar-
ter,: sell or dlspose of any’
stolen firearms. which -are
moving in mterstate com-
merce,

The ATF reportmg pro-
gram'is aimed primarily at
the trucking industry, which
handles most flrearms ship-
ments. The  bureau’s gun-
tracing - center in’ Washing-
ton ‘traces more than 1900
reports a‘month,

The Treasury agency is
mainly concerned with the
manufactire, shipment and
sale of non- -military guns, -
since the Department of De-
fense is ‘responsible for the
control of military Weap\ons.




