
N
ixon

: F
eu

d
 L

ed
 to In

telligen
ce P

lan
 

),N
 7

 ; 
B

y
 L

au
ren

ce S
tern

 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

M
ajo

r in
tellig

en
ce g

ap
s 

during 1970 and 1971 w
ere 

claim
ed by P

resident N
ixon 

y
esterd

ay
 to

 h
av

e b
een

 th
e 

b
asis fo

r W
h
ite H

o
u
se ac-

tio
n
s th

at later b
ecam

e en
-

tan
g
led

 in
 th

e  W
aterg

ate 
scandal. 

T
he P

resident disclosed a 
co

n
cern

 o
v
er th

e p
erfo

rm
-

an
ce o

f h
 i s in

tellig
en

ce 
ag

en
cies—

 p
articu

larly
 a 

h
ig

h
 d

eg
ree o

f frictio
n
 b

e-
tw

een the F
B

I and C
IA

 —
 of 

w
h
ich

 th
e p

u
b
lic w

as n
o
t 

aw
are at th

e tim
e. 

H
e sp

ecifically
 cited

 th
e 

refu
sal o

f th
e late J. E

d
g
ar 

H
oover to m

aintain liaison, 
first w

ith the C
IA

, and later 
w

ith any other agency except 
the W

hite H
ouse in his final 

years as director of the F
B

I. 
T

h
ere h

av
e b

een
 d

isclo
-

su
res, em

erg
in

g
 in

 th
e co

n
-

tex
t o

f th
e W

aterg
ate case, 

th
at H

o
o

v
er's relatio

n
sh

ip
s 

w
ith

 to
p

 ad
m

in
istratio

n
 o

f-
ficials g

rew
 p

ro
g

ressiv
ely

 
m

o
re

 sto
rm

 b
e
fo

re
 h

is 
d
eath

. H
o
o
v
er rep

o
rted

ly
 

refu
sed

 to
 g

o
 alo

n
g
 w

ith
 

ad
m

in
istratio

n
 w

iretap
 re-

q
u

ests w
ith

o
u

t w
ritten

 au
-

thorization. 
S

ecu
rity C

on
cern

s 
D

o
m

estic v
io

len
ce, th

e 
P

entagon P
apers disclosures 

an
d
 n

ew
s leak

s o
n
 m

ajo
r 

negotiations all contributed 
to his grow

ing concern w
ith 

th
e n

eed
 to

 stren
g

th
en

 se-
cu

rity
 m

easu
res, th

e P
resi-

dent asserted. 
O

ne byproduct of his con-
cern w

as a dom
estic counter-

esp
io

n
ag

e p
lan

e, d
isclo

sed
 

y
esterd

ay
 o

n
 C

ap
tito

l H
ill, 

w
hich w

ould engage the en-
tire intelligence com

m
unity  

—
the C

IA
, F

B
I, D

efense In-
tellig

en
ce A

g
en

cy
 an

d
 N

a-
tional S

ecurity A
gency—

in 
jo

in
t su

rv
eillan

ce o
p

era-
tions. 

T
h
e p

lan
s, w

h
ich

 h
as al-

ready draw
n fire from

 C
on-

g
re

ss, w
a
s n

e
v

e
r im

p
le

-
m

en
ted

, th
e P

resid
en

t n
o

-
te

d
. T

h
e
 re

a
so

n
, h

e
 sa

id
, 

w
as b

ecau
se H

o
o
v
er o

p
-

posed it. 
"It w

as th
is u

n
u

sed
 p

lan
 

an
d

 related
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts th
at 

John D
ean rem

oved from
 the 

W
hite H

ouse and placed in a 
safe deposit box, giving the 
k
ey

s to
 Ju

d
g
e S

irica. T
h
e 

sam
e p

lan
, still u

n
u
sed

, is 
being headlined today," the 
P

resident revealed. 
A

sso
ciates o

f D
ean

 h
av

e 
su

g
g
ested

 th
at th

e co
n
ten

ts 
o
f th

e safe d
ep

o
sit b

o
x
 are 

"dynam
ite" that could be sev-

erely dam
aging to the N

ixon 
adm

inistration. 
C

opies of the docum
ents in 

D
an

's cu
sto

d
y
 h

av
e b

een
 

tu
rn

ed
 o

v
er to

 S
en

. S
tu

art 
S

y
m

in
g
to

n
 (D

-M
o
.), actin

g
 

c
h
a
irm

a
n
 o

f th
e
 S

e
n
a
te

 
A

rm
ed S

ervices C
om

m
ittee, 

by representatives of the D
e-

fense D
epartm

ent, C
IA

 and 
F

B
I. 

N
ew

 P
lan

 D
etailed

 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t g
av

e th
e 

m
ost com

plete public confir-
m

ation yet of the new
ly dis-

closed 
c
o
u

n
te

r
 espionage 

plan that he said w
as vetoed 

by H
oover. 

It h
ad

 b
een

 ap
p

ro
v

ed
, h

e 
said

, b
y

 an
 in

terag
en

cy
 in

-
telligence com

m
ittee on June 

2
5
, 1

9
7
0
, an

d
 recin

d
ed

 a 
m

o
n
th

 later b
ecau

se o
f th

e 
form

er F
B

I directors opposi-
tion. 

It p
ro

v
id

ed
 fo

r "resu
m

p
-

tio
n
 o

f certain
 in

tellig
en

ce 
o
p
eratio

n
s w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

  

suspended in 1966." T
his w

as 
presum

ed by one know
ledge-

able official to refer to spe-
cial su

rv
eillan

ce au
th

o
rity

 
o
v
er su

sp
ected

 
f o

r e
ig

n
 

agents. 
T

h
e p

lan
 also

 in
clu

d
ed

, 
the P

resident said, "authori-
zatio

n
 fo

r su
rrep

titio
u
s en

-
try

 —
 b

reak
in

g
 an

d
 en

ter-
in

g
, in

 effect" ag
ain

st su
s-

pected national security vio-
lators. 

T
he P

resident's confirm
a-

tio
n
 o

f th
e p

lan
 m

ay
 serv

e 
to

 ta
k
e
 th

e
 ste

a
m

 o
u
t o

f 
later d

isclo
su

res b
y
 critical 

senators or by D
ean him

self 
o

f th
e co

n
tro

v
ersial b

lu
e-

p
rin

t w
h

ich
 M

r. N
ix

o
n

 em
-

p
h

asized
 "n

ev
er w

en
t in

to
 

effect." 
T

h
ro

u
g
h
 1

9
7
0
, th

e P
resi-

dent asserted, "coordination 
a
m

o
n
g
 o

u
r in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 

ag
en

cies co
n
tin

u
ed

 to
 fall 

sh
o
rt o

f o
u
r n

atio
n
al secu

r-
ity

 n
eed

s." 
E

valu
ation

 P
an

el 
T

h
en

 th
e P

resid
en

t u
n
ex

-
p
ected

ly
 g

av
e o

u
t th

e in
-

fo
rm

atio
n
: "In

 Ju
ly

, 1
9
7
0
, 

having earlier discontinued 
th

e F
B

I's liaiso
n
 w

ith
 th

e 
C

IA
, D

irector H
oover ended 

th
e
 F

B
I's n

o
rm

a
l lia

iso
n
 

w
ith

 all o
th

er ag
en

cies ex
-

cep
t th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se." 

A
s a co

u
n
ter-m

easu
re to

 
H

o
o
v
er's cu

to
ff o

f liaiso
n
 

w
ith

 C
IA

, an
 In

tellig
en

ce 
E

v
alu

atio
n
 C

o
m

m
ittee w

as 
created

 in
 D

ecem
b
er 1

9
6
0
 

to
 p

re
p
a
re

 e
stim

a
te

s o
f 

"dom
estic intelligence." 

"I u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

at its ac-
tiv

ities are n
o

w
 u

n
d

er in
-

v
estig

atio
n
," th

e P
resid

en
t 

said
. "I d

id
 n

o
t au

th
o
rize 

nor do I have any know
ledge 

of any illegal activity by this 
co

m
m

ittee. If it w
en

t b
e- 

y
o
n
d
 its c

h
a
rte

r a
n
d
 d

id
 

engage in any illegal activi-
ties, it w

as to
tally

 w
ith

o
u

t 
m

y know
ledge or authority." 

T
h
is w

as th
e first p

u
b
lic 

reference 
to 

an
y
 su

ch
 in

-
vestigation. 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 also

 said
 h

is 
concern for national securi-
ty w

as the basis for instruc-
tio

n
s to

 h
is to

p
 tw

o
 aid

es, 
H

. R
. (B

o
b
) H

ald
em

an
 an

d
 

John D
. E

hrlichm
an, w

hich 
h
av

e led
 to

 d
isclo

su
res o

f 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se p

ressu
res o

n
 

th
e C

IA
 in

 th
e W

aterg
ate 

scandal. 
It w

as disclosed in S
enate 

hearings last w
eek that H

al-
d
em

an
 an

d
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 in
-

stru
cted

 th
e C

IA
 to

 tell th
e 

F
B

I that an investigation of 
W

atergate m
oney in M

exico 
w

o
u

ld
 jeo

p
ard

ize co
v

ert 
agency operations. 

S
y
m

in
g
to

n
 said

 M
o
n
d
ay

 
that H

aldem
an told C

IA
 D

e-
puty D

irector G
en. V

ernon 
A

. W
alters "it w

as the P
res-

ident's w
ish" that he subm

it 
th

e p
ro

p
o
sal to

 F
B

I D
irec-

to
r L

. P
atrick

 G
ray

 III. 
In

 e
x

p
la

n
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

ep
iso

d
e, th

e P
resid

en
t said

 
y
esterd

ay
 h

e w
as "d

eep
ly

 
concerned" that neither co-
vert C

IA
 operations nor ac-

tivities of the W
hite H

ouse 
"p

lu
m

b
ers" team

 b
e co

m
-

prom
ised. 

"T
h
erefo

re, I in
stru

cted
 

M
r. H

aldem
an and M

r. E
hr-

lich
m

an
 to

 en
su

re th
at th

e 
investigation of the (W

ater. 
g

ate) b
reak

-in
 n

o
t ex

p
o

se 
eith

er an
 u

n
related

 co
v
ert 

operation of the C
IA

 or the 
activities of the W

hite H
ouse 

in
v
estig

atio
n
s u

n
it . . ." 

"It w
as certain

ly
 n

o
t m

y
 

intent, nor m
y w

ish, that the 
investigation of the W

ater- 

gate break-in or of unrelat-
ed

 acts b
e im

p
ed

ed
 in

 an
y
 

w
ay

," th
e P

resid
en

t assert-
ed. A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 th

e sw
o

rn
 

account of W
alters, his first 

a
w

a
re

n
e
ss o

f th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se

 c
o
n
c
e
rn

 o
v
e
r th

e
 

M
exican fund investigation 

w
as an

 ex
p

ress d
irectiv

e 
from

 H
aldem

an and E
hrlich-

m
an on June 23, 1972 to tell 

G
ray

 th
at th

e F
B

I in
q
u
iry

 
w

o
u
ld

 d
am

ag
e C

IA
 activ

i-
ties. 
R

eq
u

est R
efu

sed
 

W
alters an

d
 fo

rm
er C

IA
 

D
irector R

ichard M
. H

elm
s 

refu
sed

 to
 g

o
 alo

n
g

 w
ith

 
th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se req

u
est 

w
h
en

 th
ey

 q
u
ick

ly
 d

eter- 
m

in
ed

 th
at n

o
 C

IA
 activ

-
ities w

o
u
ld

 b
e en

d
an

g
ered

 
by the F

B
I's inquiry into the 

W
aterg

ate scan
d
al's M

ex
i-

can connection. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t ack
n

o
w

l-
ed

g
ed

 th
at h

e in
itially

 su
s-

p
e
c
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 C

IA
 w

a
s 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e W

aterg
ate 

break-in and bugging. E
arly 

reports on the case, he add-
e
d
, "le

d
 m

e
 to

 su
rm

ise
, 

co
rrectly

, th
at sin

ce p
er-

sons originally recruited for 
co

v
ert n

atio
n

al secu
rity

 ac-
tiv

ities h
ad

 p
articip

ated
 in

 
W

aterg
ate, an

 u
n

restricted
 

in
v

estig
atio

n
 o

f W
aterg

ate 
m

ig
h

t lead
 to

 an
d

 ex
p

o
se 

those covert national securi-
ty operations." 

H
e said he told H

aldem
an 

an
d
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 to
 b

e su
re 

th
e F

B
I n

o
t carry

 its in
v

es-
tig

a
tio

n
 in

to
 a

re
a
s th

a
t 

m
ight com

prom
ise national 

security. 


