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Nixon Could Call 
Off the Wolves 

Joseph AI- 
HE problem of the freedom of the press 
is being endlessly agitated, too often 

y members of the press who are either 
self-righteous or self-pitying or both. But 
there are times when lines should be 
drawn anti this haepens to be one cf 
them. 

Consider, for example, the extraordin-
are dragoet subpoenas just issued to the 
publisher of the Washingtou Post, Kather-
ine Graham, three <members of the:Post  
staff, and assorted other newspapermen. 
They are part of the huge crop of subpoe-
nas, sprouting from the maze of suits and 
counter-seats horn  Of the egly Watergete 
case. 

The particular suit in tie estien is a civil 
one. brought by former Secretary of the 
Treasury aialtrice Stens against the for-
mer chairman of the Dernoevatic Natinoal 
Committee, Lawrence O'Brien. The dra-
gent subpoeaas were issued at the behest 
of Kenneth Parkinson, lawyer for Stans, 
and also lawyer for the Committee to 
Re-elect the President 

* * * 
orHE dragnet subpoenas amount to allee 

rrattid for full disclosure of the inner 
workings of the nelespaper,business, in-
cluding reportere' senree3 and everything 

eta .eisee The demand°eriginates in a civil, •not 
urc..,ei,0111,7. The subpoenas will 

tie be resisted up te the Supreme 
....eavy expellee 

resistance. 
Ins', the dragnet subpoe- 

e. 	!nenestionable, gross 
° 	 cl the freedom 

010, this is an Irma- 
ewe ' are ee atete riouse could easily 
have qrevi, .-ttc,,, or at, least have called 
off. Ne es- . 	e el tat Kenneth Par- 
Icieeerr wetted 	, .i.,sued his subpoenas,  

or have persisted in them, if the Pr t 
had sent down the necessary order. 

The same rule applies to the see - 
Live suits being brought by pee 
pleasantly close to the White Hoe. 
the aim of seizing control of the tt 
ton Post Co.'s television stations in Mwei.; 
and Jacksotiville, Fla. Here it should le-
Tidied that thad present round of Suite gest 
sequels tc en earlier suit brought ee 
super-crotty, .Bebe Rebozo, and that r 
lovely politieal operator, former 
George Smathers, of Florida. 

* * * 
N this earlier suit with the sat 

J the Weihington Post repelled 
tacit, but only after paying the lege: u 
of the Rehoto-Smathers group. Tbj3 
tat lite peeing for wolf's, 	were 
ter he 	done his best o bite yee. 
amounts to encouragement for .wolve 
even th,,,u;gt the practice is now reeve-  r  
mon by the Federal Communieetase 

Connnission. 
The Z' :l'fto condrae thc 	. 

were no doubt far more encouraged be e 
emen- deteetation 	the White Rms..°bar--- 
the TN,431,i-tIgton Post, which was 	, 
Inflamed during the campaign year. In% 

roAtIvely invited an attack le the 
Poste television franchisee, by het ti 

etded 	sot averse to a good ste.. t. '? 
with the tharice of a big pay-offetbeen °ate 
the rre.n role trying to take over 0,0 b; 

plettatO,J,  Miami and Jackson; 
tiers, 

To subject a newspaper to 	.rt  
penalties ft r political disagreern,,,,!* 
most obvious Invasion of the freeuon, 
the press. President Nixon 
shamefully, badly advised, s:  
cause he has allowed it to appear to 
was at least a passive party to this. 


