The Next F@ur Years

’ In less than Six. weeks we, the. Ameman pecp!e, wul

be chonsing the President and Vice President of thé

United States for the next four .years. But we will be
_ doing more than that; we will be determining whether

we waiit this ‘country to continue along the course it

has been taking during the past four years, or. whether

. we want 10 restor# to American political iife its tradi- -

* tional values of democratic iiberalism and social concern.

In an America striving to realize. its own visierni af

equality and liberty under the rule of law, the Presidency
requires particular qualities of charscter, leadership and
moral force that tz_'ans_tcnd the narrow bound;» of per-
sonal ambition and of party politics. It requires’a percep-
tion of the things that are wrong with America—
politically, socially, econdm&»auy._mcka]ly»&s well a8
the things that are right; and a sense of priorities. that

gives precedencé to human needs and public 1ntegrity -

over the panopiy of Wea!th and the &'togancqs of power.
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‘The New York “”zmes urges the election tsf Gaorge'
‘McGovern for President of the United States, We believe .
that Senator McGoverh's approach to. publie questions, -

his humanitarian philosophy and hurnane scale of values,
Ms courage and hiz forthrightness can offer a new kmd
of leadership in American political lifs; We believe he
can restore a sense of purposé to the American people
as a whole, a3, smnse of participation to thelr component
paris °nd 2 Sefisd of integrity to thelr Government,

In thess respects, it seems to us, the Prwﬁ»en»y 01‘
Richurd M, MNixon has largely falled.

Mr. Nigon has indeed had his spectarular tﬂumphs*
and this newspaper has never hesitated ¥o spplaud th

accomphishments of the President and his Admzmstmwm -

when we thought that he was serving the best interests
of the Americin people, even when in doing so he was

.adopting policies that he had spent a Hfetime i opposing, .

But déspite his best efforis—in regard to China, ihe

* Soviet Union, economic: controls and so on—Mr, Nixon
has failed both in principle and in practzce in ‘otfiier dreas

of public policy even mote vital than those in w*hich he
has scorsd his successes. |

Not oply has Mr. Nixon failed to CRrtY out bis expl icit

pledgs to end the Vietnam conflict, on which hs won the

election by a hair's breadth four years ago; he has pur-

. sued & pokicy that appears o move in one direction while

actually moving in another. Cnnstant?y emp‘haqmng the

winding down ol the war and the. withdrawat of Amge.

ican troops, Mr. Nixon has nevertheless eniarged the
schpe of hostilites, undertaken the biggest . -bombing
campaign in history and committed Amertcan prestigae
o an Increasingly. aumcsntamar; mgime in Saigen,

The Vietnami war i bu!; cne @reés whera Prasident

Nizon has falled either to carry out his pledge or to
givs the nation the moral and political leadership that

would Indéad trdte us—as he p«mwised to do. four yedre
ago. This Administration appears to be without hasic
philosophy, without Geeply held valuds, sn Adminiztra-
tion whose guiding px‘mmpie is expediency. and wbosa
ing purpose is to remain in. office, . - .

“The pursult of exre!ience has “been subordinated to
pursuit of the next eloction, as evidenced. by -some of
Mr. Nixon's appointments in suck ultra- -sensitive areas
nf Government as the Department’ of 'Jushvs and the

Suprerne Cowrt. Inmany of its social, economic and fiscal

ﬁohues, in lax standard, of pmbxty and tmthf‘ul%ss in’

-and on: a eyrnical powsr game that cowd glienatd
-country from substantial segments of the mtematwna{
- cammumty? e

' fmm education to environment,. Trom

. gc\ emmmt in- favoritmm wwaﬁi ﬁpecial intm:qtc, inits.
- addiction to secrecy, Indits digregand of civil libsrties and
: Qonstxtutioml rights, the Nxxon admmzstranon has been('

a failure.:

* President Mixon has svimwn himselt will mg to exacer-
bate America’s racial divisions. for purely political pur-
poses; ke has countenanced and etic ouraged an ominous
erosion of individual rights and Fmt Amendment fre@w »
doms; -bnd has. demonstrated s mdiffemce 1o such'_
dangers by deliberately’ selecting Spiro T. Agnew-as his
potential successor to the Presidency, Protected by the .

White Hotse curtain, he has stood above the political
battle a5 the odor of ‘cotruption and of sleazy campaign
prucnces riges abov;! the Washington pattiefield,

A McGnvem admmstmuon Tne Times be!im,as, would

‘reverse the unmistakable drift. in Washington away from . -

government of, by and. for the pecple. It is undeniable

“that since his nomination Senator McGovern has been

on the defenSi ve, partly beoduse of the Eagieton episode,

‘partly- because of ill-consideyed comments on specxﬁc.'

polnts that he Has - mwwjy modified or corrected,
and partly hecause of fhe eonfuseq management of his

own campaign. But on his record, and on what he has
consistently stood for in his years of public offica—g-

© consistency in striking contrast to that of his opponent~s

it is clear that Mr. MeGoverp will fight for éffective dad
ngcesgary reforms in Amwcm sou@i pnlixﬁcai wd

" economic atitutions,

- What this election mmes down. to 15 2 dectsion. on 'aha
direction in which the United Sfates iy goén;; to move
fof the next four years. :

Ars we going to continus &0 pursue a xm\eégn pmvg, i

 that, for all its success in ceriain areas, is essentially

based on mﬂ'mry suprmacy, on a strident nationalism
ihis

- Are we going to continue to pursue a démestic. pohc,
that; in its fundamentals; is contemptuious of civil Iiber-
ties, oblivicus of deep soclal conflicts and racial and

‘soononye c’e«avages in the tities of America, and arientm

toward .that very “military-industrial complex™ against
which President Eﬁenhow&r perceptively warsed us so
many yesrs ago”

“On. virma.ly every *r‘ajor issue from the war to faxas,
civil Liberties to
natlonal dafense. Mr. MEGovern—faltering though man# '
of his statements Have been—-seerns to us 1o be moving
with the rght prionities, with faith in the commen man,

and within the democratic framework. While this news-’
© paper does not necessarily’ accept his program in avery
‘Getsil ag he has thus far outlined it or as the Democratio

platform Bas structured it; weo are convinced that the -
directibn of American policy in thie next:four years weatld:

be in ‘safsr hinds under a. McGovern-Shriver administra-

tion than under the present regime.

Thers cart be no doubt that Mr. McGovern iz now far
behind in ke Presidentlal race. But if he succesds in
these tiext few weeke i getting s basic philosophy of -
demoeratic government acenge o the F”'rt&rate, a philos-
ophy that rejects the imeretricious appeal of his oppo-
nents, Senakor McGovern may. yet touch a-chord in the -
American voter that wiil respond to his own practical’
viston‘of'an American. society that cares and an Ameri-

© can deméeracy that works.




