
War Protester 
Tells of Rape 
At D.C.Jail  

By Paul Hodge 3 , 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

[
A 27-year-old Quaker war protester arrested at the 

White House Aug. 14 and held in the D.C. jail was re-
eased Thursday after what he said were two days of 

"terror" in Which he was beaten and raped more than 
0 times by jail inmates. 
Robert Martin, who says he is a former reporter for 
	  • the Norfolk, Va. Sun, Associ- 

ated Presg and Overseas 
Weekly, held a press confer-
ence at Quaker House here 
last night "in the hope" that 
rapes of inmates can be pre-
vented in the future. 

D.C. corrections department 
officials said yesterday the as-
saults are under investigation 
but said that jail guards do 
not usually venture into cell-
blocks during ' nightly recrea-
tion periods—when Martin 
was attacked—because the 
guards themselves might be 
attacked. 

Martin was taken to D.C. 
eneral Hospital late Wednes-
ay night but had to wait for 
eatment, he said, while D.C. 

all officials unsuccessfully 
ought to get the D.C. police 
epartment's sex squad down 
o investigate. They were told, 
rid police officials confirmed 
esterday, that police no 
onger investigate crimes corn-
itted at the jail or any Dis-

rid corrections facility, ex-
ept for homicides. 
Corrections officials yester-

day expressed ignorance of 
this new policy, adopted by 
police June 12, although police 
say copies of the policy were 
delivered to corrections offi-
cials. 

Martin, currently unem-
ployed, said he became a paci-
fist and Quaker after getting 
out of the Navy in 1972. He 

was one of a number of pro-
testers arrested after they sat 
down in the White House visi- 
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tors line to pray for a halt in 
'U.S. bombing of Cambodia. 

The protests continued daily 
for about six weeks until Aug. 
;14, the eve of the conclusion 
;of bombing. Martin said he 
was arrested on Aug. 10, but 
:released  on $10 bond on a dis-
orderly conduct charge. 

He was rearreasted Aug. 14, 
the last day of the protests, 
but refused to post bond be-
cause, he said yesterday, "I 
wanted to see what jail condi-
tions were like." 

He was held for a week in a 
;"quiet" celiblock along with 
'many older inmates and con-
victed Watergate conspirator 
,G. Gordon Liddy until he was 
transferred to a different cell-
block late Tuesday afternoon. 

When the recreation period 
began at 6 p.m, less than two 
ours after he arrived in the 

iew cellblock, Martin said a 
ang of men came into his 
ell, began beating him, forced 
im to strip, and then raped 

him for almost five hours un-
til the recreation period ended 
at 11 p.m. 

p' At no time during the five 
t hours did a guard come near 
Martin's cell, he said, despite 
a large crowd outside the cell. , 

f Martin said he did not scream 
l because he was told he would 

ibe killed if he did. 
Corrections officials said 

) yesterday their preliminary 
I reports show that a guard saw 
t Martin sitting in the celiblock 

at breakfast the next morning,  
surrounding by a group of i 
men, and called Martin aside 
because "it looked like Martin 
might need assistance." When 
the guard asked Martin if ev-
erything was all right, officials 
said, Martin replied that he 
Would handle it himself. 

! . Martin said yesterday he 
Li was too terrified to tell the • 
Ti guard because the inmates 
:had said they would kill him if 
he mentioned a word about 

hat had happened. "I was ?tu 
hreatened with death if I 
asked . . . I was terrified .. . 
omething inside of me 

Snapped." 
Except for meals, Martin 

and other inmates were kept 
locked in their cells during 
the day, but Martin had visi-
tors that night and told them 
what had happened to him. 

:,When he was returne dto the 
1 cellblock about 8:30 p.m. he 
said he went to his cell and 

ilstarted on a letter, but had 
written only "Dear .Friend," 

`When a group of inmates came 
linto his cell and told him to 
ualed.kleoff his clothes or be • 

He refused, but his clothes 
f.vere ripped off and inmates 
hgain raped him for about two 
hours, with some of the larger 
nmates charging other in-, 
nates "a pack of cigarettes" to 

,,,tet into his cell, Martin said. 
', ' After more than two hours 
he was delirious, Martin said, 
and the inmates "told me to 
take a few minutes break." 
During that time an inmate 
standing guard outside the 
cell called "be quiet, the man 
is watching," meaning that a 
guard was at the end of that 
particular celiblock tier. At 
this point, Martin said, he 
broke through the inmates, 

has seen by the guard, and 
",ran naked toward him for 
help. 
: Martin and corrections offi-

cials said yesterday that at 
least two of his assailants had 
been identified. However. 
Martin said he personally does 
not feel "locking up the men 
for another few years is going 
to help." He also said he still 
fears for his life, that he had 
been warned never, to say any-
thing. 


