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Num
ber of CIVIL DISTURBANCES 1968-72 

involving m
ore than 150 persons, lasting 

at least three hours and characterized by 
any three of the follow

ing elem
ents: 

80 
V

andalism
, arson, looting or gunfire, 

and use of outside police or troops. 
Source: U

.S. Justice D
epartm

ent. 
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broaden intelligence gather-
ing and surveillance of polit-
icak dissidents, according to 
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m
it sim

ilar clandestine 
acts in the nam

e of national 
security. 

H
ow

 serious w
as the esca-

lation of violence from
 1969 

to 1970? 
E
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ances" recorded by the Jus-
tice D
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of sabotage and terrorism
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assive black urban riots of 
the.earlier 1960s had begun 
to decline, and an interven-
ing,lull occurred before the 
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tiw
ar d

isru
p

tio
n

s o
f th

e 
w

hite college cam
puses be-

gan to flare across the coun-
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these patterns: 

• B
om

bing incidents and 
attem

pts nationw
ide: 602 in 

1969, and 586 in the first six 
m

onths of 1970, reported by 
the S

enate G
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anent investiga-

tions subcom
m

ittee. 



• Arson or bombing of 
ederal government 
uildings: 13 in fiscal 1969, 
8 in fiscal 1970, reported by 
he Senate subcommittee. 
'here also were 46 bomb 

1  hreats against federal 
uildings in fiscal 1969, and 
83 in fiscal 1970. Incidents 

Of vandalism increased from 
433 to 98 in the same period. 

• Reported thefts of dyna-
mite and other explosive 
materials: 55 in 1969, and 32 
in the first five months of 
1970, reported by the Senate 
subcommittee. The thefts to-
taled 12,381 (in explosives in 
1969, but almost 19,000 
pounds in the first five 
months of 1970. ' 

• Policeman killed by am-
bush or other felonious 
attack: 86 in 1969, 100 in 
1970, reported by the FBI. 
The number of law enforce-
ment officers killed has 
steadily increased since the 
mid-1960s, reaching a peak 
of 126 in 1971. The total 
dropped to 112 in 1972, but 
stood at 79 at the end of the 
first seven months of this 
year. The total number of 
full-time officers in the na-

t tion's cities has increased 
from an estimated 190,005 in 
1965 to almost 269,000 in 
1972. 

• Guerrilla acts of sabo-
tage and terrorism: 514 in 
1969, and 471 in the first six 
months of 1970, reported by 
Scanlan's Monthly. 

All sources reporting sta-
tistics cautioned _ that their 
figures are not necessarily 
complete and that differing 
definitions among research-
ers on key words such as 
"disturbance," "sabotage,"  

and "bombing incedient" 
could cause variations in re-
porting procedures. 

"There are all kinds of 
data collection problems,' 
says Ralph Lewis, associate 
director of the Lemberg 
Center for the Study of Vio-
lence at Brandeis Univer-
sity. "What's a riot to me 
may not be a riot to you. 

"In 1968, five black kids 
running down a street and 
throwing a rock through a 
window — that's a riot. Five 
white kids doing it — it's 
malicious mischief." 

Also, he said, a report of 
one bomb doing. $1 million 
in damage may be -given 
more public attention that 
25 poorly made bombs that 
are thrown in a single inci-
dent but fail to ignite. "I 
would consider the 25-bomb 
incident much more seri-
ous," he said. 

The Scanlan "guerrilla 
terrorism" study, based on 
exhaustive research of ac-
counts in 17 major daily 
newspaper over a 51/2-year 
period, depicts a rapidly es-
calating campaign of radical 
left hooliganism that sup-
ports the "climate of vio-
lence, alarm voiced by Pres-
ident Nixon in his statement 
last May more fully than the 
relatively restrained public 
reports of his own Justice 
Department. 

The study catalogues 1,324 
acts of "sabotage" or 
"terrorism" aginst federal 
buildings, 	corporations, 
schools, colleges, private 
homes and police and mili-
tary installations between 
1965 and July 1, 1970 speci-
fying each one by date and  

type of damage or personal 
injuries involved. 

Incidents totalled only 16 
in 1965, but quickly in-
creased to 33 in 1966, 56 in 
1967, 234 in 1968, 514 in 1969, 
and 471 in the first half of 
1970, according to the study. 

Police installations took 
the brunt of the violence, 
the study claims, with 178 
acts of terrorism or–sabo-
tage against them in 1969 
alone. Colleges.and universi-
ties were bombed, burned 
and shot up in 155 separate 
incidents in the first half of 
1970, said the study, in the 
aftermath of the Cambodian 
incursion by U.S. troops 
early that year. • 

In his statement last May, 
President Nixon cited the 
"wave of bombings and ex- 

plosions" on college cam-
puses as a primary reason 
for strengthening intelli-
gence operations. 

During the 1969-70 college 
year, he said, nearly 1,800 
demonstrations were staged 
on campuses, and 250 cases 
of arson were reported. 

The Scanlan report shows 
only 129 incidents of arson 
or use of molotov cocktails 
on college campuses be-
tween Sept. 1, 1969, and 
June 1, 1970. 

Lewis of the Lemberg 
Center said that both Presi-
dent Nixon and ex-White 
House chief of staff H.R. 
(Bob) Haldeman in his re-
cent testimony before the 
Watergate committee were 
factually correct in, claiming 
an increase in national vio-
lence in the 1969-70 period. 

But they failed to note the 
decline in "black ghetto 
events" and the subsequent 
rise in "white campus 
events," he said, and tended 
to lump them together. 

"Also, there have been 
many 'events,' " he said, 
"and I don't think Nixon 
and Haldeman made much 
attempt to distinguish the 
violent and nonviolent 
events." 

Their language, he said, 
often combines references 
to gun fire and vandalism 
with such peaceful actions 
as demonstrations or sit-ins 
as though they were all 
roughly equal in serious-
ness. 

From his studies of vio-
lence by the radical left, 

/ Lewis said, "I haven't felt ., 
any  threat to internal secu-
rity . . . I didn't don't and 

54 probably never will see the 
',escalation (of violence) as 
t justifying what the White 
; House did." 


