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New Counsel

Had Ob scure

Role at Top

7 ) By Lawrence Meyer

Washington Post Staff Writer |

It 1s per aps a mark of
the vrelative obscurity of
Lepnard Garment—the White
House aide named by Presi-
dent Nixon yesterday to
temporarily replace White
House counsel John W.
Dean III—that his name
does not even appear in the

~lca.

Garment—variously  de-
scribed as the “house lib-
eral” in the Nixon adminis-
tration, the President’s con-
tact to the black, Jewish and
other minority communities,
‘a “nice guy,” the philoso-

- pher in the White House, a

contemplative man—is also -

something of a Cinderella in
the corridors of Washington
power.

The 48-year- old Garment
was one of the few advisers
to whom the President
turned for advice on han-
dling the Watergate affair
in recent days. He also had
been one of a tiny handful
of men with whom Richard
Nixon spoke during his po-
litical exile in the mid-1960s,
even  though Garment
‘openly supported John F.
Kennedy in 1960. Garment
-was then head of the litiga-
tion section of the law firm
©of Nixon, Mudge, Rose,
Guthrie and Alexander.

¢ “They. became friends,”
Theodore White wrote in
“The Making of the Pres-
ident 1968.” “Nixon would go
to Garment’s home in
Brooklyn and as Garment
played the clarinet, Nixon
would thump on the piano.”

On the one hand, they.
seemed so different—Nixon,
the Quaker from Southern
California  who seemed
somehow uncomfortable in

current Who’s Who in Amer-

the big cities of the East,
and Garment, a Brooklyn
Jew who found the cultural
and intellectual life of New
York exhilarating.

On the other hand, they
had much in common. Both
came from relatively poor
families. Mr. Nixon worked
his way through Whittier
College and Duke Univer-
sity Law School. Garment
played his clarient in jazz
bands, including ‘Woody Her-
man’s, to pay his way
throudh Brooklyn College
and Brooklyn Law School.
Both were lawyers with an
appreciation for the preci-
sion of the law. According
to a wide variety of sources,
they established a close rap-
port, a meeting of minds de-
spite their differences in
background and often in
outlook.

When Nixon the Ilawyer
decided to again becom
Nixon the candidate in 1968,
‘Garment worked on the
campaign, traveling with
Nixon as he kicked off his
1968 campaign in New
Hampshire. Garment worked
on the media campaign for
the 1968 race, selling the
“new” Nixon to the American
public in so successful a way
that it became the subiect
of a best-selling book, “The
Selling of the President.”

After the campaign, Gar-
ment worked on transition
problems as part of the task
force that plotted the future
course of the Nixon admins-
t1 ation from the Pierre Ho-
tel in New York.

Garment, according to one
Republican who met him in
early 1968 and has become
friendly, “wanted very much

to go into the govenment

and there were people who
didn’t want him there.”
Among those “people,” ac-
cording to this source were
H. R. (Bob) Haldeman and
John R. Ehrlichman.
Another source, a former
White House aide, said, “I
think he expected to come
down here in an honored
position.” Instead, this
source said, “there was some



sleight of hand” and he was
put into the Washington of-
fice of the old Nixon law
firm.

The early days of the
“Nixon administration were a
“period of great pain for
Leonard,” said one source
who asked not to be named.
Garment found himself cn
the outside looking in,
wanted to be part of the
action and finally asked the
President. for a job inside
the White House.

Garment was named spe-
cial consultant to the Presi-
dent, a'title that in no way
describes the variety of jobs
he has undertaken. In broad

form, Garment’s role in the
White House has been to -

handle minority. and ecivil
rights problems and to be a
good shepherd for the per-
forming arts. More recently,
Mr. Nixon has sought Gar-
ment’s help in dealing with
the President’s own investi-
gation of the Watergate. af-
. fair.

In announcing yesterday
that Garment “will repre-
sent the White House in all
matters relating to the
Watergate investigation and
will report directly to me,”
the President made official
what has been a reality dur-
ing the turmoil of the past
two weeks. The President
has been consulting regu-
larly with Garment on the
Watergate affair. And Gar-
ment, one of the White
House aides whose name
was never mentioned in con-
nection with the -scandal,
has been advocating the sort
of general housecleaning
that Mr. Nixon undertoc}{
yesterday, according to reli-
able sources.

One Washington lawyer
summed up two opposing
views of Garment’s role in
the White House. “Some
people really felt he was
there for window dressing,
to have a Jew in the White
House, a liberal Jew in the
White House, someone who
appealed to the liberal Jew-
ish community. Others felt
that he was a nice guy, a
very capable guy whom the
President respected. I al-
ways thought he was effec-
tive,” the lawyer said.

As for Garment’s relations
with Haldeman and Ehrlich-
man, the lawyer said, “I
think he was always one of

those people that those guys
tolerated.”

Garment, according to the
former White House aide,

had “relative freedom” in
dealing with civil rights
problems and the arts. Fric-
tion with Haldeman and
Ehrlichman was minimal,
this source said, not because
the three men agreed, but
because “by and large he
(Garment) has engaged him-
self in things he thought
were importand they didn't
and because he had a con-.
tinuing special relationship
to the President.”

But if Garment, who once
was on the executive board
of the Lawyers Committee
for Civil Rights, had a lib-

" eral intent, he was not al-

ways as effective as ecivil
rights groups wanted him to
be. One white civil rights
leader put it this way,
“What his role really has
been is to defuse the liberal
community, a place to go
without really being effec-
tive. Len Garment was there
to take care of them. He lost
a fantastic amount of credi-
bility, frankly. On the other
hand, he was very useful. We
got lots of results out of
him. He’s had a kind of
mixed life.”

Bookish, a man who likes
to “play with ideas,” accord-
ing to a friend, Garment
was described as “too mun-
dane, too sensitive, too
aware of the frailties of
man, too aware of the hu-
man situation” to be popu-
lar with Haldeman and Ehrl-
ichman. The person who
gave this description, for-

mer Nixon campaign official
and New York lawyer Rita
Hauser, said she was
“delighted” that the Presi-
dent had appointed Gar-
ment counsel.

“Leonard stood for decen-
White House, two qualities
cy and humanity in the
that were often not present

enough,” Mrs. Hauser said.

Expressing herself as part
of a“small crowd who sup-
ported Nixon and still sup-
port Nixon but who were
very disillusioned,” Mrs.
Hauser said, “Maybe this
will open the .door. A breath
of fresh air.”

Associated Press

Leonard Garment called “house liberal,” “nice guy.”



