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G
erald Ford: 

T
he B

est O
f 

Intentions 
"V

ice P
resident G

erald F
ord seem

s to 
inspire a certain am

ount of disdain, no 
m

atter w
h
at h

e say
s o

r d
o
es, an

d
 h

e 
has—b

een
 th

e targ
et o

f co
n
sid

erab
le 

scorn' of late for his "zigs and zags" on 
the"release of W

hite H
ouse tape record-

ings and other evidence. 
M

ay
b
e h

e is v
ascillatin

g
. B

u
t fro

m
 

here',4Ir. F
ord has looked a good deal 

m
o
re lik

e a m
an

 try
in

g
 h

ard
, an

d
 u

n
-

successfully, to bring about som
e sort 

of G
.ginprom

ise and steer the country 
aw

ay, from
 a m

ajor constitutional cri-
sis. A

s long ago as F
eb. 9, the V

ice P
resi-

d
en

,t, w
as u

rg
in

g
 th

e release o
f th

e 
tap

es, "th
e q

u
ick

er th
e b

etter." T
h
at,

•
co

n
sid

erin
g
 h

o
w

 h
e cam

e to
 b

e V
ice 

P
re

sid
e
n
t in

 th
e
 first p

la
c
e
, w

a
s a

 
fairly forthright statem

ent. N
or w

as it 
canceled out by his M

arch 15 opinion 
that the im

peachm
ent inquiry w

as on 
"a fishing expedition." 

If it seem
ed to M

r. F
ord that the R

o-
dino com

m
ittee w

as seeking ,an aw
ful 

lot ,of ' tapes, w
ell it m

ust have seem
ed 

th
at,lw

ay
 to

 m
an

y
 o

th
er A

m
erican

s 
w

ho, dike the V
ice P

resident, did not 
know

,that w
hat w

as being sought w
ere 

recordings of several crucial conversa-
tions that took place over a relatively 
short ,period of tim

e, and that could go 
a long w

ay tow
ard show

ing how
 m

uch 
the P

resident w
as involved in the W

ater-
gate• cover-up. 

It m
ust have struck M

r. F
ord as rea-

sonable, and good psychology, to urge 
quick release of evidence W

hile prais-
in

g
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 fo

r h
is co

o
p
eratio

n
. It 

cam
e"off as w

ishy-w
ashiness. 

F
or several w

eeks after that, G
erald 

F
o
rd

 co
n
tin

u
ed

 h
is h

o
n
est b

ro
k
er's 

ro
le

, u
rg

in
g
 in

 tw
o
 e

a
rly

 A
p
ril 

speeches that the P
resident release all 

m
aterial "relevant to the im

peachm
ent 

process." 
N

o
r w

as it .v
ascillatio

n
 w

h
en

, o
n
 

A
p
ril 9

, h
e d

efen
d
ed

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 
p
o
sitio

n
 th

at h
e w

an
ted

 to
 rev

iew
 th

e 
req

u
ested

 d
o
cu

m
en

ts b
efo

re tu
rn

in
g
 

them
 over to the H

ouse Judiciary C
om

-
m

ittee. F
or w

hile he w
as defending the 

review
, he w

as also expressing his con-
fidence that M

r. N
ixon w

ould "respond 
affirm

ativ
ely

 to
 all req

u
ests fo

r tap
es 

and docum
ents." 

T
h
at's G

erald
 F

o
rd

 b
ein

g
 sw

eetly
 

reasonable and even-handed, trying to 
avoid the show

dow
n. 

In
 fact a few

 d
ay

s later, h
e o

p
en

ly
 

ad
m

itted
 th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 try

in
g
 to

 
w

ork out a com
prom

ise. H
e didn't add 

w
h
at w

as later to
 b

eco
m

e ap
p
aren

t: 
th

at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se h

ad
n
't b

o
u
g
h
t 

the com
prom

ise. 
A

n
d
 th

e
 tim

e
 fo

r "re
v
ie

w
" th

a
t 

seem
ed

 so
 reaso

n
ab

le to
 M

r. F
o
rd

 
turned out to be a stall for tim

e to get  

o
u
t th

e in
fam

o
u
s ex

p
u
rg

ated
 tran

-
scripts. 

T
h
e V

ice P
resid

en
t, th

o
u
g
h
 clearly

 
not privy to w

hat w
as going on in the 

W
hite H

ouse inner circles, kept urging 
the P

resident to produce the evidence. 
T

h
e o

n
ly

 zig
-zag

g
in

g
 w

as b
etw

een
 a 

gentle nudge (T
he W

hite H
ouse ought 

to show
 "m

ore flexibility") and a firm
 

p
u
sh

 (T
h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se o

u
g
h
t to

 re-
lease th

e tap
es an

d
 o

th
erw

ise "b
e as 

co
o
p
erativ

e as p
o
ssib

le, b
en

d
 o

v
er 

b
a
c
k
w

a
rd

s to
 c

o
o
p
e
ra

te
 w

ith
 th

e
 

[H
ouse Judiciary] com

m
ittee). 

In
 fact, h

e seem
ed

 to
 b

e g
ettin

g
 

to
u
g
h
er, as o

n
 M

ay
 2

3
, w

h
en

 h
e to

ld
 

A
B

C
's B

ill Z
im

m
erm

an: 
"It seem

s to m
e that a stonew

all atti-
tu

d
e
 isn

't n
e
c
e
ssa

rily
 th

e
 w

ise
st 

p
o
lic

y
 . . I w

o
u
ld

 h
o
p
e
, if w

e
 g

e
t 

d
o
w

n
 to

 th
e fin

al cru
n
ch

, th
at th

e 
W

hite H
ouse w

ould be cooperative if 
th

ere w
as relev

an
t in

fo
rm

atio
n
, tap

es 
or transcripts or otherw

ise, that w
ould 

be helpful in avoiding a head-to-head 
confrontation." 

W
h
at I see in

 all th
is is an

 earn
est 

m
an in a pow

erless but highly visible 
position doing his level best to save his  

co
u
n
try

 (an
d
 h

is p
arty

) so
m

e h
o
rren

-
dous grief. 

It hasn't w
orked, as M

r. F
ord him

self 
ack

n
o
w

led
g
ed

 to
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st 

n
ew

sm
an

 Ju
les W

itco
v
er last F

rid
ay

. 
"I d

o
n
't th

in
k
 th

ere's an
y
 sig

n
ifican

t 
change" in the P

resident's unyielding 
stand, he said, although he said a few

 
days earlier that he had "laid out quite 
can

d
id

ly
" th

at h
e d

isag
reed

 w
ith

 M
r. 

N
ixon's "stonew

all attitude." 
T

he W
itcover interview

 cam
e just a 

couple of days after the V
ice P

resident 
sa

id
 "th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's a

ttitu
d
e
 is 

proper." T
hat, in fact, is about the only 

evidence of zig-zagging that show
s up 

in the F
ord record on the tapes. 

T
h
e
 h

a
n
g
-u

p
 is n

o
t M

r. F
o
rd

's 
in

co
n
sisten

cy
; it is th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 is 

too m
uch caught up in his ow

n priori-
ties to be m

oved by G
erald F

ord. 
A

n
d
 sin

c
e
 th

e
 la

tte
r's e

ffo
rts to

 
bring the P

resident around are having 
n
o
 effect ex

cep
t to

 m
ak

e th
e V

ice 
P

resident look silly and inept, m
aybe 

h
e
'd

 b
e
 b

e
tte

r o
ff c

o
o
lin

g
 it fo

r a
 

w
hile. 
A

fter all, as h
e also

 to
ld

 W
itco

v
er, 

"T
here's no use saying it every day." 


