
Jo
se

p
h
 A

lso
p
 

G
erald Ford: 

Playing 
fia- 

ii/21117y 

T
he O

dds ... 
S

o
 far, th

e o
v
erw

h
elm

in
g
 m

ajo
rity

 
o
f p

eo
p
le h

av
e g

o
t G

erald
 F

o
rd

 all 
w

rcing. 
In

 th
e u

n
en

d
in

g
 p

riv
ate talk

 an
d

 
p
u
b
lic co

m
m

en
t w

ith
in

 th
e p
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, d
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P
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F

irst, w
h

at w
ill h

e b
e lik

e if h
e b

e-
co

m
es P

resid
en

t as th
e first resu

lt o
f 

P
resident N

ixon's im
peachm

ent by the 
H

ouse of R
epresentatives and convic-

tion by the S
enate? A

nd second, w
hat 

are h
is real relatio

n
s w

ith
 h

is b
eleag

-
uered chief, the P

resident, w
hile both 

w
ait for the answ

er to Q
uestion N

o. 1? 
B

oth questions m
ay w

ell be w
ide of 

th
e m

ark
, sin

ce th
e P

resid
en

t's im
-

p
each

m
en

t an
d
 co

n
v
ictio

n
 are b

y
 n

o
 

m
ents so likely as is now

 w
idely sup-

posed. B
ut the questions m

ust at least 
b
eg

o
t o

u
t o

f th
e w

ay
. In

 b
rief, th

e 
V

ice P
resident is doing everything in 

h
is p

o
w

er to
 av

ert th
e P

resid
en

t's im
-

p
each

m
en

t an
d
 co

n
v
ictio

n
; an

d
 h

e n
o
w

 
believes that the P

resident w
ill neither 

be im
peached nor convicted. 

T
o be sure, V

ice P
resident F

ord has 
w

isely avoided any access (w
hich has 

n
o
t b

een
 o

ffered
 to

 h
im

, an
y
 w

ay
) to

 
th

e tap
es an

d
 o

th
er u

n
k

n
o
w

n
 W

h
ite 

H
o

u
se d

o
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en

ts th
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o
w

 lik
ely

 
to determ

ine P
resident N

ixon's fate. In 
th

is resp
ect, h

e b
ases h

is o
u
tsp

o
k
en

  

ju
d
g
m

en
t th

at th
e tap

es an
d
 d

o
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en
ts o
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o
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u
n
d
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r im
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each

-
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en
t o

n
 th

e rep
eated

 assu
ran

ces o
f 

th
o
se in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se w

h
o
 h

av
e 

had the access that he has not had. 
W

ith
in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se, acco

rd
-

in
g
ly

, th
e V

ice P
resid

en
t h

as b
een

 a 
leading advocate—

in
 fact 

th
e
 

leading 
advocate —

 of a presidential policy of 
openness w

ith the H
ouse Judiciary C

om
-

m
ittee. H

is m
ain

 allies h
av

e b
een

 th
e 

P
resident's law

yer, Jam
es D

. S
t. C

lair,  

and W
hite H

ouse C
hief of S

taff G
en. 

A
lexander H

aig. 
O

ne 
m

u
st w

ait to
 see w

h
eth

er th
e 

m
ain obstacles to openness have really 

b
een

 th
e P

resid
en

t's b
itter relu

ctan
ce 

to
 sh

o
w

 an
y
o
n
e at all th

e fairly
 star-

tlin
g
 N

ix
o
n
-in
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n
d
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at th
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es 
reveal; plus the P

resident's high sense 
o

f p
rero

g
ativ

e; p
lu

s h
is stro

n
g

 ten
d

-
ency to feel the w

hole w
orld is his en-

em
y. If these have been the only obsta-

cles, rather than som
ething grave the 

P
resident m

ust hide at all costs, R
ich-

ard 
M

. N
ix

o
n

's im
p

each
m

en
t is still 

less th
an

 an even bet. 

T
hat is the w

ay the V
ice P
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k
n
o
w

n
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an
y
 so

u
rces to

 access 
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t o
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d
s, at an
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 rate. F
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the President from office. Being the 
kind of man he is, therefore, Gerald 
Ford both hopes and expects to serve 
out his term as Vice President under 
Richard M. Nixon. 

Any sensible person can see that the 
Vice President is governing his behav-
ior accordingly. If the President is not 
impeached and convicted, any sensible 
person can also see that Richard M. 
Nixon will owe a considerable debt to 
Gerald Ford. This is because of the 
Vice President's tireless use of his 
many connections in the House and Senate to help the President in all 
ways that the President will permit. 

If the Vice President nonetheless be-
comes the occupant of the White 
House before Mr. Nixon's term ends, 
of course, all bets will be off. He will 
then become the certain Republican 
nominee for the presidency in 1976. 
But on his own quite opposite assump-
tion that the President will serve out 
his term, what is Gerald Ford now do-
ing about 1976? 

The answer comes in three parts. 
First, anyone who thinks that he is not 
planning to be a candidate for the Re-
publican nomination is too innocent to 
be allowed out after dark. Second, the 
Vice President has already showed 
himself a national politician of far 
greater stature, more long-headed, 
with a better sense of strategy and at-
mospherics, than anyone would have 
thought a year ago. He has kept apart 
from Watergate, yet he has been loyal. 
He has made himself strikingly popu-
lar, without taking a single step the re-
maining admirers of an unpopular 
President could possible resent. Third, 
it is rather clear that Vice President 
Ford is already thinking about a quite 
unexpected kind of pre-convention 
campaign in 1976. By his position, he is 
dispensed from the primaries. But sim-
ply from the legal inquiries being 
made by his staff, it can be deduced 
with certainty that he is already plan-
ning to enter the compulsive prima-
ries, like that in Oregon. 

These few primaries alone should be 
enough to prove that with Republican 
voters, Gerald Ford stands head and 
shoulders higher — at least at present — than any of his rivals for the Repub-
lican nomination. So either way, it 
may be "President Ford" in the future. 
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