
L
eader 

n 

R
ow

land E
vans.and R

obert N
ovak 

T
he M

aking of a R
epublic 

Per' 
D

E
T

R
O

IT
—

W
ell before V

ice P
resi-

d
en

t F
o
rd

 w
as p

u
b
licly

 reb
u
k
ed

 b
y
 

W
hite H

ouse P
ress S

ecretary R
onald 

Z
ieg

ler last w
eek

en
d
 fo

r b
ein

g
 th

e 
source of a m

agazine article discussing 
a possible F

ord cabinet, the outlines of 
a m

ajor speech denouncing arrogance 
o
f p

 o
w

 e r b
y
 a P

resid
en

t's W
h
ite 

H
o
u
se staff w

ere b
eg

in
n
in

g
 to

 tak
e 

shape in F
ord's m

ind. 

F
o
rd

 is b
ein

g
 p

ressed
 b

y
 p

o
litical 

in
tim

ates an
d

 p
arty

 lead
ers to

 m
ak

e 
su

c
h
 a

n
 e

n
c
o
re

 to
 h

is a
ssa

u
lt la

st 
m

o
n

th
 o

n
 th

e
 "a

rro
g

a
n

t, e
lite

 g
u

a
rd

 
O

f p
o
litical ad

o
lescen

ts" co
n
tro

llin
g
 th

e 
C

om
m

ittee fo
r th

e R
e-electio

n
 o

f th
e 

P
resid

en
t (C

 R
 E

 E
 P

), T
h
e 

C
R

E
E

P
 

sp
eech

, F
o
rd

's co
m

in
g
 o

f ag
e as th

e 
single m

ost influential R
epublican pol-

itician
, attem

p
ted

 to
 p

u
t h

im
 o

n
 th

e 
rig

h
t sid

e
 o

f th
e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 issu
e
 

w
ith

o
u
t b

rin
g
in

g
 h

im
 in

to
 d

irect con-
flict w

ith P
resident N

ixon. A
s such, it 

produced only private com
plaints from

 
the W

hite H
ouse staff. 

B
ut F

ord, new
ly aw

are of his unique 
position at the pinnacle of R

epublican 
in

flu
en

ce, w
o
u
ld

 cu
t m

u
ch

 clo
ser to

 
th

e b
o
n
e b

y
 attack

in
g
 th

e o
ld

 B
erlin

 
w

all o
f H

. R
. H

ald
em

an
 a n

 d
 Jo

h
n

 
E

h
rlich

m
an

. N
o
t o

n
ce sin

ce h
is tw

o
 

tru
sted

 aid
es left last A

p
ril 3

0
 h

as 
th

e P
resid

en
t p

erm
itted

 h
im

self ev
en

 
. a su

g
g
estio

n
 o

f criticism
. R

ath
er, h

e 
h
as in

teg
rated

 h
is o

w
n
 d

efen
se w

ith
 

theirs. 

,M
o
reo

v
er, ev

en
 b

efo
re F

o
rd

's co
n
-

tcm
p

lated
 sp

eech
, th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se 

m
o
o
d
 ch

an
g
ed

. W
h
ereas resen

tm
en

t 
h

ad
 p

rev
io

u
sly

 b
een

 d
irected

 strictly
 

against F
ord's s t a f f for insufficient 

loyalty to M
r. N

ixon., it is now
 being 

aim
ed at the V

ice P
resident him

self. 

T
h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se w

as o
u
trag

ed
 b

y
 T

h
e 

N
ew

 
R

ep
u
b
lic m

ag
azin

e article last 
w

eek
 th

at left n
o
 d

o
u
b
t F

o
rd

 w
as th

e 
so

u
rce. Z

ieg
ler's criticism

 fu
lly

 re-
flected the P

resident's ow
n position. 

T
he V

ice P
resident is w

ell aw
are of 

all th
is in

 p
lan

n
in

g
 a n

ew
 sp

eech
. A

s 
R

ep
u
b
lican

 lead
er in

 th
e H

o
u
se, h

e 
w

as sy
stem

atically
 ex

clu
d
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
B

erlin w
all. H

ence, a w
arning by him

 
ag

ain
st an

y
 fu

tu
re P

resid
en

t p
erm

it-
tin

g
 h

is in
n
er s t a f f to

 m
o
n
o
p
o
lize 

pow
er in the H

aldem
an - E

hrlichm
an 

m
anner is regarded by him

 as a public 
d

u
ty

. B
u

t it w
o

u
ld

 also
 b

e a p
o

litical 
10-strike. 

T
h

u
s, F

o
rd

 h
as co

m
e far sin

ce th
at 

d
ay

 in
 D

ecem
b
er w

h
en

 h
e to

o
k
 th

e 
oath of office under P

resident N
ixon's 

gaze. N
o political figure has shot from

 
obscurity to acknow

ledged presidential 
h
eir-ap

p
aren

t so
 fast, an

d
 n

o
n
e w

ith
 

so
 few

  in
h
eren

t p
o
litical p

ro
b
lem

s 
ahead. 

A
 sy

m
b

o
l o

f F
o

rd
's p

o
w

er p
o

sitio
n

 
in

 th
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 P
arty

 is th
e w

ay
 

h
e can

 sp
eak

 o
u
t ev

en
 o

n
 su

ch
 fo

r-
b
id

d
en

 su
b
jects as ch

an
g
es h

e w
o
u
ld

 
m

ak
e in

 th
e N

ix
o
n
 cab

iriet if h
e b

e-
cam

e 
P

resident tom
orrow

. O
nly the 

W
h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 h
a
s re

p
rim

a
n
d
e
d
 F

o
rd

 
fo

r T
h
e N

ew
 R

ep
u
b
lic articlel 

R
epublican leaders have said noth-

in
g

. O
n

e S
o

u
th

ern
 p

arty
 lead

er w
h

o
 

co
tisisten

tly
 d

efen
d

s M
r. N

ixon told 
u
s th

at n
o
 m

atter h
o
w

 em
b
arrassin

g
 

F
o
rd

's sp
ecu

latio
n
 m

ig
h
t b

e to
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t, it "p
ro

b
ab

ly
 h

elp
s F

o
rd

." 
F

o
rd

 h
as so

 clearly
 b

eco
m

e th
e d

e-
p

o
sito

ry
 o

f th
e p

arty
's fu

tu
re h

o
p

es 
that, even N

ixonite stalw
arts (outside 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se) h

esitate to
 reb

u
k
e 

him
. 

T
his w

as apparent w
hen F

ord stop-
p

ed
 o

ff -in
 th

e D
etro

it area last w
eek

 
to cam

P
aign for tw

o R
epublican con-

g
ressm

en
 ru

n
n
in

g
 fo

r re-electio
n
, in

-
clu

d
in

g
 an

 ad
d
ress to

 o
n
e o

f=
 th

e 
larg

est d
in

n
er m

eetin
g

s ev
er h

eld
 b

y
 

the suburban O
akland C

ounty Y
oung 

R
epublicans. 
T

he applause W
as deafening w

hen a 
letter fro

m
 S

en
. R

o
b
ert G

riffin
 W

as 
read stating that "Jerry F

ord's service 
to

 th
e n

atio
n

 h
as ju

st b
eg

u
n

." It, w
as 

thunderous w
hen R

ep. W
illiam

 B
roem

: 
field of M

ichigan talked about F
ord's 

"u
n

iq
u

e ab
ility

 to
 b

rin
g

 p
eo

p
le to

-
gether, and that's w

hat w
e need in this 

country today." 

B
u
t an

 am
p
lifier w

as n
eed

ed
 to

 
hear the scattered applause w

hen F
ord 

p
raised

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
 an

d
 d

eclared
 h

im
 

"innocent of any of these charges that 
have been m

ade against him
." 

T
he new

 F
ord form

ula—
defend. M

r. 
N

ix
 o

 n
 h

im
self, w

h
ile b

lam
in

g
 th

e 
p
arty

's ,crisis o
n
 h

is o
ld

 p
raeto

rian
 

g
u

ard
 —

 av
o

id
s th

e m
ajo

r p
o

litical 
b

lu
n

d
er F

o
rd

 m
ad

e in
 h

is A
tlan

tic 
C

ity
 sp

eech
 early

 th
is y

ear. F
o
rd

 at-
tem

p
ted

 th
em

 to
 d

eb
u
n
k
 W

aterg
ate. 

H
e h

as n
o
t rep

eated
 th

at m
istak

e. 
T

he future holds som
e risks. H

e w
ill 

be the party's spearpoint in this year's 
m

id
term

 electio
n

, an
d

 co
u

ld
 b

e co
n

-
tam

inated to the extent his party loses 
seats in

 a p
o

ssib
le D

em
o

cratic lan
d

-
slide. B

ut a confident F
ord, now

 w
ear-

ing elegant suits w
ith slant coat pock-

ets an
d
 sh

irts w
ith

 d
etach

ab
le so

ft 
collars and F

rench cuffs, seem
s total-

ly unconcerned. 
"T

hat w
ould be a problem

," he told 
u

s" . . . if I w
e
re

 a
 c

a
n

d
id

a
te

 fo
r 

P
resid

en
t, b

u
t I'm

 n
o
t.",  

F
ord's closest political friends don't 

believe that disclaim
er. M

oreover, the 
feud betw

een his staff and M
r. N

ixon's 
adds to the disbelief. F

ord's lieutenants 
correctly perceive him

 no as the presi-
d
en

t's rig
h
t-h

an
d
 m

an
 b

u
t as w

h
at 

he has becom
e in just five m

onths; the 
single m

ost influential R
epublican in 

the country. 
n

 1
9

7
4

, F
ield

 E
n

terp
rises, In

c. 

E
ditor's note: 

In the 
M

o
n

d
a

y E
va

n
s-

N
ovak colum

n 
th

e w
ord "nearly" w

as 
inadvertently 

dropped from
 a sen

ten
ce 

w
h
ich

 sh
o
u
ld

 
have 

sa
id

 "n
o
t o

n
ly

 d
id

 
n
ea

rly a
ll R

ep
u
b
lica

n
s vo

te fo
r th

e su
b
-

poena!' of th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se ta

p
es b

y\th
e 

H
ouse 

Ju
d

icia
ry co

m
m

ittee. W
e regret 

the erro
r. 

"F
ord's C

R
E

E
P

 speech m
arked his com

ing of age
'  

as the single m
ost influential R

epublican." 


