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Vice President Gerald R.
Ford, while reiterating that he
does not intend to be a candi-
date for President in 1976,
said yesterday he’d have to
face the prospect if he were
nominated by the next Repub-
lican National Convention.

Asked at a luncheon meet-
ing with reporters in the Capi-
tol what he would do if the
convention so acted, Ford
said:

“That’s a hard question to
answer . . . If those circum-
stances develop, which I don’t
think will happen, then I've
got a hard decision to make.”

The Vice President repeated
that he had no intention of
asking any delegate or poten-
tial delegate to 'support his
nomination or to talk to any
member of the Republican Na-
tional Committee about the
subject, lest “I lose my credi-
bility” as an effective Vice
President.

Nevertheless, the statement,
indicated clearly that Ford has
not slammed the door com-
pletely on running for Presi-
dent in, 1976, if that should be
the will of his party, ex-
pressed by its official nominat-
ing body.

Ford’s remarks yesterday
came against thé backdrop of
his speech before Republican
Midwestern leaders in Chi-
cago last Saturday in which,
in his boldest show of inde-
pendence from the. White
House to date, he sharply at-
tacked President Nixon’s 19

eral John N. Mitchell to head
CREEP, Ford was asked
whether he accordingly con-
;sidered Mr. Nixon responsible.
| “I think you have to con-
cede he had the major deci-
John Mitchell,” Ford said.

The Vice President said he
had discussed CREEP with
Mr. Nixon in “a recent converf
sation,” and told him he as:
sumed the President, busy
with foreign policy considera-
tions, had called Mitchell in
the spring of 1972 “and said,
‘“You run the campaign.” He
(the President) sadid, “That’s
exactly right.’ ” g T

Ford ‘acknowledged that
Mitchell was no novice, having
also run Mr. Nixon's success-
ful 1968 campaign, 'But, he
said, “he had some other peo-

ple in 1972 who were not with

'him in 1968.” i

Ford also implied that Mitch-
ell had not been any political
miracle-worker in 1968, either,
when Mr. Nixon barely edged

phrey. “In retrospect the 1968
campaign peaked too early
and had some troubles that
last week in ’68,” he said. )

Concerning his  Chicago
ispeech, Ford said he saw Mr.
Nixon at a Republican leader-
‘shin meeting at the White

,House yesterday morning and|

|“the President. didn’t make an
adverse comment” about it.
He said he didn’t think he was
lin trouble at the White House
lover the speech, though some

re-election campaign commit- people there may not have

tee.

“The  political lesson of
Watergate,” Ford said then to
applauding party ofifcials, “is

this: Never again must Ameri-

cans allow an arrogant, elite
guard of political adolescents
like CREEP [Committee for
the  Re-election of - the
President] to bypass the regu-
lar: party organizations and
aictate the terms of a national
ejection.”

Yesterday, reminded that
President. Nixon himself had
selected former Attorney Gen-

liked it. :
The speech, in which Ford
also asked future Republican
presidential  candidates. to
“sign in advance on the dotted
line that théy will not set up
outside committes: without the
party’s consent,” has already
generated ~ “a  mountain of
mail,”* he said, requiring a
form:reply.’ - : .
‘Ford made .clear that his
blast at CREEP was no off-the-
uff remark. “Some people get

he mistaken impression that

was ‘a thought that came to
s on the plang gnd we wrote

sion in.the appointment of|

out Democrat Hubert H. Hum-| |

i

‘it on the plane,” he said. Actu-|
ally, he: had similarly ecriti-|
cized CREEP in an interview |
iwith Henry. ‘Brandon of the
London.: Sunday . Times - pub-
lished on March 17, He said. -

““These were my feelings
long before” the Chicago trip,
the said. “Frankly; T was look.
ing for a forum where it
would do'the most good.”

. While he has been attempt-
ing to “show some independ-
ence,” he said, he also' has
been trying to demonstrate his
|continuing Support - of  Mr.
Nixon. He cited a later Satur-
day speech in Clearwater, Fla.,
in which he said the President
is “in excellent health, men-
tally and physically,” has been
possible “the best President in
history” on foreign policy, has
“more pluses than minuses in
domestic policy and isn’t go-
‘ing to'resign.”

i Asked why he didn’t defend
(Mr. Nixon.before his Chicago
Ilaudienee, Ford grinned and
tsaid: “I saw where Reagan |
and Rockefeller took care of |
hat, so I didn’t have to.” '
Ford said he did not clear
1e Chicago speech with the
hite House. : I
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