
F
ordqh 3 	

m
 

O
ath

 C
erem

on
y Is S

till, to B
e D

ecided 
1i)-  

B
y C

arroll K
ilpatrick 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

W
h
en

 G
erald

 R
„ F

o
rd

 is 
confirm

ed as V
ice P

resident 
h

e n
o

t o
n

ly
 w

ill b
e th

e first 
V

ic
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t in

 h
isto

ry
 

n
o
m

in
ated

 b
y
 a P

resid
en

t 
an

d
 co

n
firm

ed
 b

y
 C

o
n
g
ress 

b
u
t h

e w
ill set a p

reced
en

t 
b
y
 th

e m
an

n
er in

 w
h
ich

 h
e 

is in
au

g
u
rated

. 
F

o
rd

 h
as g

iv
en

 th
e m

atter 
co

n
sid

erab
le th

o
u
g
h
t, as h

as 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se, an

d
 th

e 
m

o
st lik

ely
 settin

g
 fo

r th
e 

sw
earin

g
-in

 is a Jo
in

t S
es-

sio
n

 o
f th

e H
o

u
se an

d
 S

en
-

ate. 
W

h
ile n

o
 fin

al 
decision 

h
as b

een
 m

ad
e, F

o
rd

 b
e- 

lieves that since V
ice P

resi-
d
en

ts trad
itio

n
ally

 h
av

e b
een

 
sw

o
rn

 in
 at th

e C
ap

ito
l an

d
 

sin
c
e
 h

e
 is p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 a

 
p
ro

d
u
c
t o

f C
o
n
g
re

ss h
e
 

should take the oath on C
ap-

itol H
ill. 

T
h
e P

resid
en

t o
rig

in
ally

 
fav

o
red

 a cerem
o
n
y
 in

 th
e 

E
a
st R

o
o
m

 o
f th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se, w

h
ere o

n
 O

ct. 1
2
 h

e 
d
ram

atically
 an

n
o
u
n
ced

 th
at 

h
e w

as n
o
m

in
atin

g
 F

o
rd

 to
 

su
cceed

 fo
rm

er V
ice P

resi-
dent S

piro T
. A

gnew
. 

F
o
rd

 is k
n
o
w

n
 to

 b
eliev

e, 
h
o
w

e
v
e
r, th

a
t h

e
 sh

o
u
ld

 
tak

e th
e o

ath
 at th

e C
ap

ito
l 

and that it sh
o
u
ld

 b
e n

eith
er  

an
 o

sten
tatio

u
s n

o
r an

 ex
-

pensive cerem
ony. 

F
o
rd

 also
 b

eliev
es, along 

w
ith other officials, that the 

o
ath

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e tak

en
 as ex

-
p
ed

itio
u
sly

 as p
o
ssib

le after 
the H

ouse votes final confir-
m

a
tio

n
. O

n
 T

u
e
sd

a
y
, th

e
 

S
en

ate v
o

ted
 fo

r co
n

firm
a-

tion 92 to 3. 
S

in
ce th

e H
o
u
se v

o
te is 

ex
p
ected

 b
y
 n

ex
t T

h
u
rsd

ay
, 

F
o
rd

 p
lan

s to
 co

n
fer w

ith
in

 
th

e
 n

e
x
t fe

w
 d

a
y
s w

ith
 

S
p
eak

er o
f th

e H
o
u
se C

arl 
A

lb
ert (D

-O
k
la.) an

d
 w

ith
 

S
e
n
a
te

 M
a
jo

rity
 L

e
a
d
e
r 

M
ik

e M
an

sfield
 

(D-M
ent.) 

and S
enate M

inority L
eader 

H
ugh S

cott (R
-P

a.) on w
hen  

and how
 the oath should be 

adm
inistered. 

If F
o
rd

 h
as h

is w
ay

, th
e 

H
ouse w

ould recess briefly 
after th

e co
n

firm
atio

n
 v

o
te 

is tak
en

 an
d
 reco

n
v
en

e as 
so

o
n
 as th

e sen
ato

rs co
u
ld

 
m

arch across the C
apitol for 

a joint session. 
H

e
 w

o
u
ld

 th
e
n
 ta

k
e
 th

e
 

o
ath

, m
ak

e a b
rief sp

eech
 

an
d

 retu
rn

 to
 th

e S
en

ate as 
its p

resid
in

g
 o

fficer. T
h
ere 

is a g
en

eral ex
p
ectatio

n
 th

at 
M

r,. N
ixon w

ould attend. 
S

u
g
g
e
stio

n
s a

lso
 h

a
v
e
 

b
een

 m
ad

e th
at F

o
rd

 tak
e 

the oath on the steps of the 
E

ast F
ro

n
t o

f th
e C

ap
ito

l,  

w
here P

resid
en

ts an
d
 V

ice 
P

resid
en

ts trad
itio

n
ally

 are 
in

au
g
u
rated

, o
r in

 th
e S

en
-

ate ch
am

b
er. B

u
t th

ese are 
now

 
co

n
sid

ered
 u

n
lik

ely
 

choices. 
T

h
e
 'C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
 g

iv
e
s 

su
p
p
o
rt to

 th
e p

ro
p
o
sal th

at 
th

e
 o

a
th

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e
 ta

k
e
n
 

w
ith

o
u
t d

elay
 after th

e co
n
-

firm
ation vote. 

"W
h
en

ev
er th

ere is a v
a-

can
cy

 in
 th

e o
ffice o

f 
the 

V
ice P

resid
en

t, th
e P

resi-
d
en

t sh
all n

o
m

in
ate a V

ice 
P

resid
en

t w
h
o
 sh

all tak
e o

f-
fice u

p
o
n
 confirm

ation by a 
m

ajority vote of bO
th houSeS 

o
f C

o
n
g
ress," 

th
e
 2

5
th

 
A

m
ehdtnent says. 


