
U
n
ited

 P
ress In

tern
atio

n
al 

P
E

N
S

IV
E

 N
O

M
IN

E
E

—
G

erald R
. F

ord puffs on his pipe 
a
s h

e
 te

stifie
s a

t th
e
 se

c
o
n
d
 d

a
y
 o

f h
e
a
rin

g
s b

y
 th

e
 

H
o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 h

is n
o
m

in
atio

n
 as V

ice 
P

resid
en

t. H
e said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t d

o
 a "ru

b
b
er stam

p
" 

job. 

A
 4 

Saturday,N
ov.17,1473 

T
H

E
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 P
O

S
T

 

F
ord C

andor Im
presses F

oes; 
M

ore H
earings P

lanned 
(D

-C
alif.) sp

eak
in

g
 at th

e en
d
 co

lo
r m

u
st b

e treated
 eq

u
ally

. 
B

y R
ichard L

. L
yons 

W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 
"M

r. F
o
rd

, I'm
 n

o
t g

o
in

g
 

to
 v

o
te

 fo
r y

o
u
, b

u
t I'm

 te
r-

rib
ly

 im
p
ressed

 b
y
 y

o
u
r h

o
n
-

esty an
d
 can

d
o
r." 

T
hat w

as R
ep. Jerom

e W
aldie  o

f tw
o
 d

ay
s o

f testim
o
n
y
 b

y
 

G
erald

 R
. F

o
rd

 at th
e H

o
u
se 

Ju
d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee h

earin
g
s 

on F
ord's confirm

ation as V
ice 

P
re

sid
e
n
t. W

a
ld

ie
 is o

n
e
 o

f 
several D

em
ocrats on the com

-
m

ittee w
h
o
 b

eliev
e th

at th
e is-

su
e o

f P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
's im

-
p
each

m
en

t sh
o
u
ld

 b
e settled

 
b
efo

re F
o
rd

 is co
n
firm

ed
. 

D
em

o
cratic lib

erals o
n
 th

e 
co

m
m

ittee d
o
n
't seem

 to
 h

av
e 

fo
u
n
d
 a

n
y
th

in
g
 w

ro
n
g
 w

ith
 

F
o
rd

, th
e
 H

o
u
se

 m
in

o
rity

 
lead

er, ex
cep

t h
is v

o
tin

g
 d

u
r-

in
g
 2

5
 y

e
a
rs in

 th
e
 H

o
u
se

. 
T

h
ey

 co
n
sid

er it to
o
 co

n
serv

a-
tiv

e. H
e said

 it sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e 
an

 issu
e. 

F
o
rd

 h
as b

een
 d

en
o
u
n
ced

 b
y
 

civ
il rig

h
ts g

ro
u
p
s, w

h
o
 w

ill 
testify

 M
o
n
d
ay

, fo
r v

o
tin

g
 to

 
g
u
t civ

il rig
h
ts b

ills by am
end-

m
en

t an
d
 th

en
 v

o
tin

g
 fo

r th
e 

b
ills o

n
 fin

al p
assag

e to
 m

ak
e 

h
is reco

rd
 lo

o
k
 g

o
o
d
. F

o
rd

 in
-

sisted
 h

is civ
il rig

h
ts reco

rd
 

w
as g

o
o
d
. H

e recalled
 th

at h
e 

h
ad

 v
o
ted

 to
 ab

o
lish

 p
o
ll tax

es 
as req

u
irem

en
ts fo

r v
o
tin

g
 in

 
1949 before civil rights legisla-
tion "w

as fashionable." 
F

o
rd

 stated
 h

is civ
il rig

h
ts 

beliefs this w
ay: 

"I b
eliev

e ev
ery

 A
m

erican
 

re
g
a
rd

le
ss o

f ra
c
e
, c

re
e
d
 o

r 

I h
av

e liv
ed

 th
at. If I h

o
ld

 a 
p
o
sitio

n
 o

f resp
o
n
sib

ility
, 

I 
w

ill 
in

sist th
at ev

ery
 p

erso
n
 

have equal opportunity in
 em

-
p
lo

y
m

en
t, h

o
u
sin

g
, ed

u
catio

n
 

an
d
 th

e lik
e." 

F
o
rd

 o
ffered

 a letter fro
m

 
th

e b
lack

 m
ay

o
r o

f h
is h

o
m

e 
city

 o
f G

ran
d
 R

ap
id

s, M
ich

., 
sa

y
in

g
 F

o
rd

 w
o
u
ld

 m
a
k
e
 a

 
"g

reat V
ice P

resid
en

t." 
F

o
rd

, w
h
o
 o

p
en

ed
 h

is testi-
m

o
n
y
 T

h
u
rsd

ay
 w

ith
 th

e state-
m

en
t th

at "p
eo

p
le sh

o
u
ld

 tell 
th

e tru
th

," y
esterd

ay
 m

o
d
ified

 
h
is statem

en
t th

at -so
m

etim
es 

governm
ent m

ay be forced not 
to

 te
ll th

e
 tru

th
. H

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 

w
o
u
ld

 p
refer th

at g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
"w

ith
h
o
ld

" in
fo

rm
atio

n
 in

 n
a-

tio
n
a
l se

c
u
rity

 situ
a
tio

n
s 

rath
er th

an
 "b

lu
r" th

e facts. 
A

sked w
hat vote h

e reg
ret-

ted casting over 25 years, F
ord 

rep
lied

 th
at h

e h
ad

 cast 4
,1

9
2
 

ro
ll c

a
ll v

o
te

s a
n
d
 c

o
u
ld

n
't 

th
in

k
 o

f o
n
e h

e w
o
u
ld

 ch
an

g
e 

N
o
r c

o
u
ld

 h
e
 th

in
k
 o

f a
n
y
-

th
in

g
 else h

e w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e d
o
n
e 

d
ifferen

tly
. H

e said
 

h
e h

ad
 

n
ev

er attack
ed

 p
o
litical o

p
p
o
-

n
e
n
ts a

n
d
 sta

te
d
 th

a
t a

ll o
f 

th
e o

p
p
o
n
en

ts in
 h

is 1
3
 H

o
u
se 

races "are m
y
 frien

d
s." 

F
o
rd

 w
ill retu

rn
 fo

r fu
rth

er 
q
u
estio

n
in

g
 at so

m
e later d

ate. 


