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WASHINGTON, Nov. I—
Following are excerpts from
a transcript of testimony to-
day by Representative Gerald
R. Ford, Republican of Michi-
gan-who is President Nixon’s

nominee for Vice President, -

before the Senate Committee
on Rules and Administration:

OPENING STATEMENT

This is a new experience
for me, I realize it is also a
new experience for you, and
for the American people. I
feel that I am among friends
however I ask you-only to
treat: me as true friends treat
one another, with directness,
with candor, without favor
and without guile, in full and
mutual. awareness of the
solemn .oath we have. all
taken to the Constitution and
our responsibility. to the peo-
ple of this great Republic.

<I-am deeply conscious that
today the Congress and the
citizens we represent are em-
barking upon :a historic voy-
age into uncharted waters. I
come before  you . as the
nominee of the President to
fill a vacancy in the office of
Vice President of the United
States under the provisions
-of the 25th Amendment to
the Constitution, for which
65 Senators and 368 mem-
bers of the House voted in
1965 and which the Legisla-
tures of 48 states subsequent-
ly ratified. = :
..-1 know you are going to
have a lot of questions for
me, but there are two big
ones perhaps I. can answer
at the start.

First, what makes you,
Jerry Ford, qualified to be
Vice President of the United
States? Second, what kind of
a Vice President would you
hope to.be? .

Let me take the second
question first. How do I re-
gard the office of the Vice-
Presidency — in the climate
and context of right now,
and in terms of the future.
‘History isn’t much help here,
except recent history, through
which we have all lived.

There are only three living
Americans who have . held
this high office, and three
weeks . ago at the White
House one of them told me
he wanted me to take the

The first two telephone
calls T ‘got after that were
from the twa other former
Vice Presidents. And for their
generous good wishes I will

always be gratéful.

Events at home and abroad
have moved so swiftly since
that night that I have not
had much time for scholarly
homework on .the duties of
the Vice-Presidency, or even
to collect my own feelings at
the sudden  change in my
own style of life. -

- Pride-and- Sadness

My thcru(ghts’ have been
‘mixed—pride in ‘the confi-
dence ‘which President Nixon
has shown.for.me and deep
satisfaction that apparently
it is shared by hundreds of
other old friends and col-
leagues, in the Congress, and
throughout the country. I
have felt a touch of sadness
at the thought of leaving the
House of Representatives
which has been my home for
nearly half my life.

I have also felt something
like awe and astonishment at
the magnitude of the new
responsibilities I have been
asked to assume. At the
same time I have a new and
invigorating sense of deter-
‘mination and purpose - to -do
my best to meet them.

Perhaps the worst misgiv-'

ihgs I have .about the Vice-
Presidency are that such con-

tacts with all kinds of people |

would be more difficult—and
that my- friends might stop
calling me Jerry.

Not:only has my public life
been an open book but-in the
last three weeks my private
life has been opened as well.
Once I told the President I'd
accept—I guess I told him as

. much—1I made a firm deci-

sion, I decided to make avail-
able to this committee and to

. the .House Committee on the
. Judiciary, without reservation

except reliance on their good

judgment, -every record. re-

lating to my public service,

- my personal finances, my
health and the health of my -

wife and children, and to re-
spondas fully and accurately
as_possible to every reason-
.able inquiry.

I asked all public officials,
Federal, state and local, and
all persons or agencies that
have custody of normally

- private records regarding me -

to make them fully and
speedily available,. including
all of my campaign finances,
office and personal bank ac-
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counts—even our children’s
savings accounts — my in-
come tax records and .con-
fidential. financial disclosure
reports ; required by House

- rules;- all correspondence of

-my. Congressional office.and
the records of my certified
public accountant” in Grand
Rapids, including a statement
of my net worth. It has been

.. 2 monumental job, just locat-
. ing and digging out the rec-

ords. I have, all .in a very
short time. I have answered

- -every request. unreservedly,

and I want to give such an-
swers because of the great
Importance, of the present

. inquiry.

I believe you and the Con-
gress and, the American peo-
ple must become fully satis-
fied that T am worthy of your

- trust and that I am fit to per-

form the duties of the Vice-
Presidency.

‘I Am Not a Saint’

I am not a saint, and I'm
sure I have done things I
might have done better or
differently or mot-at all, T
have ‘also left undone things
that I should have done. But
I believe and hope that T have
been honest with myself, and
with others, that I have been
faithful to my" friends and

-fair to my opponents, and

that I have tried my best to

- make this great government

work for. the good of all

_Americans,

President Eisenhower had
a very simple rule—I have
never heard of a better one
for people in public office

-. who have to make decisions:

Get all the.facts and all the
800d ' counsel you can, and
then do what's best for

. America.

‘The constitutional duties of

of a Vice President are few, -

and his statutory duties
while numerous do not really

“'define his role. It is trite and

cynical to sum it all up by
saying.  the Vice President
does whatever the President
wants him to, and no ‘more.
T have a different idea, I hope
a broader one. It is based on
the uniqueness of my situa-
tion. and, above all, on the
greatest single need of our

_country today.

I realize, of course, that
almost exactly a year ago
President Nixon and Vice
President Agnew were elected
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by majorities of the people in

49 of the 50 states. Not only
that, but the President was

running on his record of four

years. He was re-elected by a
massive majority who ap-
proved of his program and
his policies as they had been

tried and tested over that

period. I fought hard for .

those programs in the Con-
gress as Republican leader
.in the House. I defended them
vigorously all over the coun-
try and on the campaign trail,
and for that I have no apolo-
gies. If being for his Presi-
dént and for his party and
for its candidates disqualified
anyone from becoming Vice
President, then we’ll never
have another Truman, Nixon,
Johnson or Humphrey.

But while I fee] a strong
obligation to recognize the
Presidential mandate of 1972,
I am also very much mind-
ful of the Congressional man-
date on the same Election
Day. The very same Ameri-
cans who gave the Republi-
can President a margin of
17,838,725 votes also gave
the Senate a Democratic ma-
jority of 56 to 42, with one

Independent and . one Con-

servative and the House a
Democratic majority of 243
to 192.

Partisan Division Seen

The Founding Fathers in
1787 never intended—and the
American ~people in 1972
never intended—to paralyze
and cripple the Government
in Washington. But  respon-

sible -citizéns and leaders in .

both parties are beginning to
worry about our national
Government *becoming seri-
ously weakened by partisan
division. e i

I have served in one Re-
publican Congress and a
dozen Democratic Congresses.
I have served during three
Democratic " and two Re-
publican  Presidencies. In

" the course of 25 years I've

stood with the Congress
when it ‘was right and with
the President when he was
right, in my judgment, re-
gardless of which party con-
trolled the executive branch
or the legislative branch of
Government. ~ ° ‘

I know from first-hand ex-

-



perience that almost without
exception the people in their
wisdom send to Congress
men and women who are
reasonable, who prefer ac-
tion to inaction, who are
capable of compromise, who
love their country and who
are concerned for the future
“of the oldest representative
republic on earth.

I know these men and wom-
en can work together be-
cause I have worked to-
gether -with ‘them the best
years of my life.

So I come back to the first
question: What makes you,
Jerry Ford, qualified to be
Vice President of the United
States?

My answer is that I believe
I can be a ready conciliator
and calm communicator be-
tween the White House and
Capitol Hill, between the re-
election mandate of the Re-
publican President and the
equally emphatic mandate of
the Democratic 93d Congress.
I believe I can do this—not
because I know much about
the Vice-Presidency—but be-
cause I know both the Con-
-gress of the United States
and the President of the
United States as well and as
intimately as anybody who
has known both for a quar-
ter century. =

Friend of the President

I count most of the mem-
bers of the Senate and of
the House as my friends.
They have been wonderfully
kind - and helpful during
these hectic days i volun-
teering support and encour-
agement to me. The Presi-
dent. of the United States
has been my friend from the
time he was a second-termer

from California in the
House and took time to make
a freshman from Michigan
feel welcome. He has always
been truthful to me, as have
my good friends in the
Congress. I have never mis-
led them even when they
might have wanted to hear

something gentler than the

truth. And if I change jobs
that is the way I intend to
continue.

Truth is' the glue that
holds government together,
and- not- only government,
but civilization itself.

So gentlemen, I readily
promise to answer your
questions truthfully I know
you will not pull any punch-
es—the American people wx}l
never forgive any of us if

you do. Through my testi-

mony it is'my intention- to
replace misunderstanding
with understanding and to
substitute truth for untruths.

SENATOR HOWARD W.
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Mrs, Ford, left, holding a copy of her husband’s state-

ment during the hearing. With her is Mrs. Robert Hart-
mann, wife of Representative Ford’s chief of staff.

-CANNON: 1t has been said

that essentially ylou are a
strict conservative, and that
you represent a conservative
district as a legislator from
Grand Rapids. But the ques-

tion has come to mind, would

the entire country vote for
you if they had a chance,

No *76 Race Planned
Now, I'm thinking that on
previous occasions the na-
tion rejected . Senator Gold-

water. because _perhaps they -

thought he was too conserva-
tive, and rejected Senator
McGovern ' because possibly
they thought he was too lib-
eral.-Even former Vice Presi-
dent Agnew did not become

a strict conservative but.

rather was a moderate, in his
public image -preceding his
election at least, and I won-
der if you would care to com-

ment on the question of your -

electability if you were to be
confirmed, not by this com-
mittee, but by the vote of the
people, and ‘also do you
think  that some method
should be devised for the
people to vote on a vacancy

in"addition to the application
of the 25th Amendment?

A. Mr. Chairman 1 first
should reiterate a comment
I've made many times since
Oct. 12, that I have no inten-
tion of seeking any public
office in 1976. So my obser-
vatio»r_ls in response to your
question must be taken in
that light.

I have been very success-
ful, for which I'm happy and
proud, in my district, on 13
occasions. I must differ with
the interpretation as to the
political = attitudes’ of the
Fifth Congressional District
-in Michigan.

It is in my opinion a mod-
erate electorate. And my own
VIEWS are not as conservative
as might have been implied
in that regard. T consider my-
self .a moderate certainly on .
domestic affairs, conservative
on fiscal affairs, but a very
dyed-in-the-wool internation-
alist in foreign policy.

Now I think those moder-
ate views, being an interna-
tionalist in foreign policy, a
conservative in fiscal affairs
and a moderate in general
domestic matters, if I had
ever had my name submitted,
I might have done at least
fairly well. I wouldn’t fore-
cast any victory, however.

Q. You didn’t address your-
self to the last part of the
question. A. Oh, the last ques-

" tion, I'msorry.

Q. Do you think we ought
to have ~some “provision
whereby ' the people of the °
country would have the op-
portunity to vote some way
in connection with the 25th
Amendment? - -

. Separation of Power

A. Mr. Chairman, I don’t
think that’s practical. In my -
judgment, the procedure set
up under the 25th Amend-
ment is a sound one. It does
provide for immediate, or
relatively immediate filling of
the office of the Vice-Presi-
dency. It does give to the
spokesmen of the American
people in the 100 members

-of the Senate and the 435

membérs of the House, the
opportunity to express the
people’s view- on the person
nominated by.the President.
An election, I think, is un-
necessary under the circum-
stances. . .
- SENATOR MARLOW W.
COOK: Congressman, ag you
know, there has been a great
deal of controversy recently
on the question of executive
privilege and separation of
power. Can you give the
committee some idea of what
your feelings are about pro-
viding the Congress or the
courts information originat-
ing in the executive branch



of government.

A. Let me make two com-
ments: One, I don’t think a
President has unlimited au-
thority in the area of exec-
utive privilege. On the other
hand, -which is just the oppo-
site, I don’t think the Con-
gress or the public generally
have unlimited right to the
personal confidential conver-
sations between a President
and his advisers or any docu-
ments that go between a
President and his advisers.

In other words, between
the two extremes, it seems
to.me that we have to apply
reasonable rules so . that
some.confidentiality is main-
tained between the President
and his advisers.

.On the other. hand, the -

Congress and the public have
certain rights to have certain
information. .

There has been an effort
in.the House, and I suspect
in the Senate as well. There
have been some- bills intro-
duced -to .get one or more
committees to draft some

prescription or guidelines.

No action has been taken but
I think it might be well—it
would be a lot easier for
Presidents, for members of
the' Congress, and particu-
tarly for me if we had some
definitive guidelines, but we
don’t. ’ )

So I think you really have
to take each instance case-
by-case, Senator, and judge
what’s actually in the best
interest of the country. No. 1,
should the President bend
over backwards to cooper-+
ate, to make available docu-
ments, and if so, he ought
to do it. On the other hand,
if it’s in :the best interests of
the. country that 'the Con-
gress shouldn’t ask for cer-
‘tain documents, then I think
they shouldn’t ask.

' And . there are  certain
‘documents involving nation-
al security, where perhaps

the Congress should show -

some reservation. I wish I
could give you a black or
white answer, but the his-
tory of this country doesn’t
_give us any precedents of
that kind and I repeat I
think it depends on the indi-
vidual circumstances. )

'~ SENATOR 'ROBERT C.
BYRD: Now Mr. Ford, do
you feel that executive priv-

ilege should be invoked by a -

chief executive, any chi_ef ex-
ecutive, -even though serious
allegations of criminal con-
duct may have been ‘made
with- respect to the Presi-
dential office itself?

‘A. Tt ‘'seems to me in this
situation the judgment would
have to. be what’s in the
best interest of the country.
We certainly don’t want any

person-who js a criminal to
go free because of the re-
fusal of any document to be
made available to the proper
authorities.

Q. Can you conceive of
any - justification for any
President to invoke the doc-
trine of executive privilege
to prevent the surrender of
any documents, Presidential

‘papers, etc., that do not deal
with foreign relations or na-
tional security,” but whHich
may have deep bearing upon
the possible commission of
serious felonies and which
have been requested by 'a
court through an order?

A, ‘When the question “is
asked as I understand it, 1
think there should be coop-

eration by the chief execu- .

tive. :

Q. In other words, in your
judgment the doctrine of ex-
ecutive privilege could ‘not
legitimately by invoked up-
der those circumstances? -

A. Where you have allega-
tions—serious allegations—of
criminality, where those dog-
uments have a material im-
pact on the guilt or inno-
cence of an individual, it
seems to me that judgment,
“bearing in mind the best in-
terest of the country, would
be that they should be made
available.

Concealment of Information
Q. Is it your opinion that

‘as.'to a committee of  the

concealment of information
which may go to the commis-
sion of crimes is justified un-
der any circumstances when
invoked by a President? ..

A. I can’t at this point fore-
see any. But that’s a pretty
broad statement. But at the
moment I can’t foresee any.

Q. Would not the conceal-
ment of such' information
.constitute an obstruction of
justice? "

A. As I would understand
the question and the deter-
mination. You have to make
an honest determination as
to what is actually obstrugt-
ing justice. And that’s not al-
.ways a clear-cut questiofi or
a set of facts. But in the
normal context I would shy
yes. o
Q. You would say yes, that
concealment of information
which may bear upon the
commission of crimes would
constitute an obstruction ' of
justice? A. Yes, I think under
my interpretation. .

Q. Can you conceive of any
justification, Mr. Ford, for
anyone, including a President
of the United States, to dis-
obey a final court order?

A. T would strongly say
that any person, including
the President;, where a deter-
mination has been made by
the highest court of the land,
ought to obey the court order.

Q. Would you, Mr. Ford; if
the high mantle of Presiden-
tial authority were bestowed
upon you, invoke executive
privilege to prevent the courts
from seeing documents judi-
cially ordered to be turned
over to the courts? g

The Proper Thing ',{»fj'_
A. Well T publicly stated
several weeks or months ago

‘that certain documents that

have been widely publicized
should be turned over.to the
courts or to a court as Wwell

United States:Senate. I saj

that would have been the
proper thing politically to do.
I have qualified it by saying
that in my opinion theré
were serious legal and con-
stitutional questions involved.

But if I had to weigh those
two, the political public “im-
pact-on the one hand and the
legal or constitutional. issues
on the other I think my judg-

- ment would be to make them

available and therefore I was
pleased that the President hag

“made available those tapes to

the District Court here in the
District of Columbia. That’s
the way I felt. on-the basis
of the facts it should have
been handled. o

Q. You think they should
have been turned over? A.
Right. That is correct, yes sit.



