
R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 	

y 	
o

vo\-s27 

T
he D

em
ocrats' D

elay for M
r. F

ord 
B

ehind the delayed approval of R
ep. 

G
erald F

ord as vice president is a fan- 
tastic b

u
t d

ead
ly

 serio
u
s effo

rt' b
y
 

fire-eating liberal D
em

ocratic congress-
m

en to block him
 indefinitely, inpeach 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 h

an
d
 th

e p
resi-

dency to D
em

ocratic S
peaker C

arl A
l-

bert. 
T

hat m
axim

um
 .goal is not likely to 

b
e ach

iev
ed

. A
lth

o
u

g
h

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
pushed the H

ouse D
em

ocratic caucus 
w

ell leftw
ard, these highly ideological, 

highly partisan liberals still- constitute 
a distinct m

inority. N
evertheless, they 

m
ay w

ell achieve their m
inim

um
 goal 

o
f d

elay
in

g
 F

o
rd

's ap
p
ro

v
al u

n
til th

e 
question of M

r. N
ixon's surrender of 

the surreptitious W
hite H

ouse tape re-
cordings is resolved. 

T
he new

 confrontation betw
een the 

P
resid

en
t an

d
 S

p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r A

r-
chibald C

ox over the tapes w
ill proba-

b
ly

 stiffen
 th

e • d
eterm

in
atio

n
 o

f th
e 

lib
eral co

n
g
ressm

en
 n

o
t to

 ap
p
ro

v
e 

F
ord unless the tapes are in hand." 
T

hus, final action on F
ord could be 

stalled
 u

n
til th

e n
ex

t co
n
g
ressio

n
al 

sessio
n
 in

 Jan
u
ary

. N
eith

er S
p
eak

er 
A

lb
ert n

o
r m

o
st H

o
u

se D
em

o
crats 

w
ant this. B

ut the S
peaker has proved 

co
n

sisten
tly

 u
n

w
illin

g
 to

 o
p

p
o

se th
e 

left-w
ing fire-eaters in his party's cau-

cus. W
hat m

akes this personally em
-

b
arrassin

g
 fo

r A
lb

ert is h
is statu

s—
a 

heartbeat from
 the presidency so long 

as F
ord's approval is delayed. 

Im
m

ediately follow
ing M

r. N
ixon's 

selection of F
ord O

ctober 12, the H
ouse 

seem
ed sure to approve their old col-

leag
u
e q

u
ick

ly
. A

n
y
 tro

u
b
le seem

ed
 

m
ore likely to com

e from
 the S

enate, 
w

here desultory talk of delay on F
ord 

em
erged from

 the O
ct. 13 D

em
ocratic 

cau
cu

s —
 h

ard
ly

 en
o
u
g
h
 to

 co
n
cern

 
the W

hite H
ouse. 

H
o
w

ev
er, A

lb
ert an

d
 o

th
er H

o
u
se 

D
em

o
cratic lead

ers w
ere p

eev
ed

 b
y
 

forecasts that the H
ouse w

ould rubber-
stam

p
 o

ld
 cro

n
y
 Jerry

 F
o
rd

 in
 co

n
-

trast to
 a th

o
ro

u
g

h
 S

en
ate in

v
estig

a-
tion. H

ence, at the closed-door caucus 
of H

ouse D
em

ocrats W
ednesday, O

ct. 
1
7
, th

e S
p
eak

er p
led

g
ed

 ex
h
au

stiv
e 

consideration of F
ord. H

e w
as echoed 

by R
ep. P

eter R
odino of N

ew
 Jersey, 

w
hose H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
ittee w

ill 
hold hearings. 

O
nly R

ep. R
obert S

ikes, a conserva-
tiv

e D
em

o
crat fro

m
 F

lo
rid

a u
rg

in
g
 

q
u
ick

 ap
p
ro

v
al, b

ro
k
e th

e facad
e o

f 
unanim

ous support for the A
lbert-R

o-
dino procedure at W

ednesday's caucus. 
B

ut beneath the facade w
as a split of 

p
o
ten

tially
 h

isto
ric sig

n
ifican

ce, n
o
t 

fully perceived by m
ost congressm

en 
and totally m

issed by the W
hite H

ouse. 
In pledging careful investigation, A

l-
bert and R

odin() m
eant full scrutiny of 

F
o
rd

's m
o
ral, eth

ical an
d
 fin

an
cial 

background before consenting to the 
P

resid
en

t's selectio
n
. In

 say
in

g
 th

e 
sam

e w
o
rd

s, m
ilitan

tly
 lib

eral co
n
-

g
ressm

en
 m

ean
t so

m
eth

in
g
 q

u
ite 

d
ifferen

t: fu
ll co

n
g
ressio

n
al p

arity
 

w
ith M

r. N
ixon in filling the vice pres-

id
e
n
tia

l v
a
c
a
n
c
y
 u

n
d
e
r th

e
 2

5
th

 
am

endm
ent. 

T
he latter view

point w
as put forth at 

the caucus by R
ep. John M

oss of C
ali-

fo
rn

ia, a sen
io

r co
n
g
ressm

an
 o

ften
 

aligned w
ith the fire-eaters. H

e argued 
th

at F
o
rd

's q
u
alificatio

n
s m

u
st b

e 
judged. A

nother veteran liberal, R
ep. 

John D
ingell of M

ichigan, indicated he 
m

ig
h

t o
p

p
o

se F
o

rd
 o

n
 id

eo
lo

g
ical 

grounds. 
R

ep. D
onald F

raser of M
innesota 

sum
m

arized this view
point by asking 

D
in

g
ell: W

as th
ere an

y
th

in
g
 in

 th
e 

25th A
m

endm
ent requiring a congress-

m
an to approve som

eone he does not 
w

ant to becom
e president? O

f course 
not, D

ingell replied. Indeed, F
raser re-

gards F
ord's conservative civil rights 

record as m
ore relevant than the cur-

rent F
B

I investigation of his personal 
life. 

In the cloakroom
, this position is il-

lu
m

in
ated

 b
y
 R

ep
. R

o
b
ert D

rin
an

 o
f 

M
assachusetts, the priest turned fire-

eatin
g
 p

o
litician

. S
u
p
p
o
se, h

e say
s, 

G
eo

rg
e M

cG
o
v
ern

 h
ad

 b
een

 elected
 

P
resid

en
t an

d
 S

arg
en

t S
h
riv

er later 
resigned as V

ice P
resident? If M

cG
ov-

ern nam
ed A

ngela D
avis as V

ice P
resi-

dent, w
ould C

ongress not reject her on 
ideological grounds? 

S
uch logic is rejected by m

ost D
em

o-
cratic congressnien, perhaps tw

o-thirds 
o
f W

ed
n
esd

ay
's cau

cu
s, w

h
o
 b

eliev
e 

D
rinan and friends are im

properly try-
in

g
 to

 rep
eal last y

ear's p
resid

en
tial 

election. B
ut the H

ouse Judiciary C
om

-
m

ittee h
as b

eco
m

e a red
o
u
b
t fo

r th
e 

fire
-e

a
te

rs w
ith

 fu
lly

 1
0

 o
f its 2

1
 

D
em

ocrats (including the ineffable F
a-

th
er D

rin
an

) co
n
sid

erin
g
 th

em
selv

es 
"Y

oung T
urks." B

y dem
anding F

ord's 
view

s on all N
ixon stands (including 

th
e secret tap

es), th
ey

 in
ten

d
 to

 p
re-

vent final action this year. 
B

y
 y

ear's en
d
, th

ey
 b

eliev
e M

r. 
N

ix
o

n
 m

ay
 w

ell b
e th

e o
b

ject o
f im

-
peachm

ent proceedings as a result of 
h
is srtu

g
g
le o

v
er th

e tap
es. In

 th
at 

case, F
o
rd

's n
o
m

in
atio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

frozen. 
T

h
e p

erm
issiv

e A
lb

ert o
rd

in
arily

 
m

ight not prod the Judiciary C
om

m
it-

tee, but on this issue he is extrem
ely 

sensitive to 
accu

satio
n
s o

f stallin
g
 

F
ord's approval so he can rem

ain M
r. 

N
ixon's constitutional successor. T

hat 
ultim

ately m
ay be w

hat undoes the au-
dacious schem

e in the H
ouse to seize 

the presidency. 
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