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Representatwes of two ecivil
nghts groups - said yesterday|i
they will not necessarily op-
pose the confirmation of the
Vice President-designate, Rep.
Gerald R. Ford (R-Mich.), even
though they think he has a
“terrible” civil rights record.

“He is not 2 man whom we
would have preferred to see in
that position because we’re in
disagreement with him on
basic issues of policy in racial
matters,” said Dr. John Mor-
_ sell, associate executive diree-
tor of the NAACP.

However, he said, “We don’t
plan to oppose the nomination

. it would be a pretty futile
effort.”

Clarence Mitchell, executive
director of the Leadership
Conference for Civil Rights,
said Ford’s voting record is
full of last-minute acceptances
of bills he tried to kill.

“The notable fllustrations of
his equivocation are the vot-
ing rights act extension of
1970 . . . and fair housing in
1968,” Mitchell said.

Ford supported an admini-
atration substitute that would
have eliminated federal votmg
registrars, and it passed in the
House.

“We succeeded in changing
it in the Senate,” Mitchell
said. “When the bill came
back to the House for consid-

eration he was agamst accept-.
ing the Senate version. But
when he lost on-that he then
voted for the bill'on final pass-
up voting for it. .

In the 1968 fair housing law -
fxght Mitchell. said, Ford lost :
in an attempt to send the Sen-
ate version back to a confer-
ence committee, then wound

Also, “He voted rather con-
sxstently for all of the very
bad antlbusmg amendments in
recent years,” said Mitchell.

The Leadership Conference,
a lobbying group of labor and
civil right organizations, has
not yet voted on whether to
oppose Ford. .

“The trouble is, the chance
of c'ettmg somebody worse is
right in the wings, and at least
Ford is a known quantity,”
said Mitchell. “We could pre-
dict just about what he would
do on any given thing”

Attorney Joseph Rauh, of
Americans for Democratic Ace
tion, said ADA will fight Fotdi
“to the full extent of our abili-t
ties,” and will urge the Lead-
ership Conference to do s0
also.

- “He's voted to gut every bill
and tried to cover it by voting
for the final product,” said
Rauh. “I would prefer a
straight anti-civil prefer a bigot

.. to a _hypocritical guy like
Ford . .. On home rule last
week, he tried to gut it, and
when that failed, he supported
it. I prefer honest opponents.”

Rep. Patren Mitchell (D-
Md.) vice chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, said
the caucus has not voted its
position either, but he will rec-,
ommend that “at this june-
ture we simply lay out as'a
body Mr. Ford’s voting record
without making any commit-
ment .

“We ong,ht to talk about his
vote against the Economic Op-
portunity Act in the $2¢ Con-
gress,” Mitchell said, “his vote
against federal heaith benefits
legislation, against the - emer- |
gency community facilities
act.. . It’s clear he supported
a number of amendments, all
of which would have nul]iﬁed
good strong cml right: legisla-
tion.”




