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§7. LOUIS, Dec. 3 —A year
agi;,; President Nixon assured
thg nation’s Republican gover-
noﬁs at an emotional, closed-
doé;f session' in Memphls that
thére would be. “no more
bofitbshells” in’ the Watergate
ca$e, He lost his gubernatorlal
cofiftituency forever the fol-
lowfng day when the 18%-min-
uté ‘gfap in a key White House
tap}a was disclosed.

Qutgomg Tennessee Gov.
Winileld Dunn ruefully re-
calléd the Nixon meeting to-
day as he handed over the
ehglrmanshlp of the Republi-
carf Governors Association to
M1Ssour1 Gov. .Christopher S.
Bo‘nd Away from the.micro-
phbpe Dunn q‘ulpped to Bond
thai <he had just received a tel-
egfam from President Ford
say:mg that there would be no
new:bombshells.

fk was one of the few at-
tempfs at humor durlng a
somber, three‘day session at
which governors and other
GOP spokesmen acknowl-
edgéd that their party still is
bema damaged by Watergate.

Our party was obviously
craé\fely wounded by Water-
dafe,” Bond said. in his accept-
anéé speech.” “And Watergate
is not going to be put behind
us .as a party until we take the
1ea’d everywhere in reforming
outi ‘election laws, in tighten-

ing;: our financial-disclosure
an ,;conﬂict-of-interest laws, in
safeguarding our law enforce-
meht and security agencies
from being_politicized, in se-
cur,ing the: bas1c right of pri-
vabf for all .our: eitizens, in
opgning up’ gov’ernment to
elgser public scrutiny ”

he scars-of Watergate were |

atergate
aunts GO
OVernors

By Lou Cannon
Washington Post Statf Writer

evérywhere in evidence at a
coftference that concluded
with, passage of a resolution
byeMlchlgan Gov ‘William G.
Mﬂhken lauding former New
York Gov. Nelson A. Rockefel-
1er~ as “an outstandmg gover-
nop” and urging his prompt
coﬂﬁlrmatlon as Vlce P’(‘eSI-
de t.

thy two of the four Repub
hcgn governor&elect attended
the conferenee ‘and five of the

18"‘jncumbent GOP: governors,

also! were. absent. Those who

did attend expressed guarded.

pub ic support for President
Ford’s economic program and
pri‘vh’ce concern that he is

mqvmg too cautiously in his!

efforts to curb inflation and
pré'Vent a worsening recession.

Perhaps learning from their
Nixon experience, the gover-
nors refrained this year from
passing any customary resolu-
tion in support of the Presi-
dent.

Conservative governers such
as Mills E. Godwin Jr. of Vir-
ginia, who classified himself
as a supporter of ; President
Ford, said that people were
“impatient” with the slow
pace both of Mr. Ford and of
the Congress in reducing fed-
eral spending.-

Godwin said the federal gov-
ernment must set the example

for the states by bringing its
own spending under control.
He also declared that the Ford
proposals for budget-cutting
and for raising taxes when
taken together “added-up to a
big zero.”

Milliken said he was far
more concerned that the ad-
ministrationr does not realize
the full seriousness of the re-
cession. He said he had talked
inconclusively with the Presi-
dent and with economic policy:
board director 1. William
Seidman in behalf of a pro-
posal that would provide an
interest subsidy as an' incen-
tive for Americans to buy
more cars and help Michigan’s
hard-pressed auto industry.

Seidman, the Wh1te House
iSpokesman at a ‘morning
panel, won plaudits from the
governors for a low-keyed dis-
cussion of the administration’s
economic proposals that
frankly acknowledged the dif-
ficulty of. simultaneously com-|
bating 1nf1atmn easing the re-’
cession and improving, the!

country’s energy position:.

But several governors said
afterward that they expect Mr.
Ford to take more of a leader-
ship role in trying to win con-'
gressional approval of his pro-|
grams.’ And virtually all the!
governors agreed that the
President’s election chances in
1976 depend -upon his ability
to. bring the economy under
control.

It was this newfound real’
ism which:probably accounted '
for the relative lack of ideo-
loglcal warfare between Re-
publican moderates and con-
servatives. Most governors

jsaid they agreed with the

statement of South Carolina
Gov.-elect James B. Edwards
that people want “problem-
solving, not partisanship.”

In this vein, Bond opposed a
proposal now being considered
at the Republican National
Committee to spend $2 million
on television advertising on a
series of inspirational mes-
sages that would tell “the Re-
publican story.”

“I do not believe that the
answer to our party’s prob-
lems lies in some cosmetic ap-
proach whose focal point is an
expensive advertising cam-|
paigh designed to sell people|
on how truly great we are,”
Bond said. ‘We will not at—
tract people to our party, or
win elections, by reminding
them of our glorious past, or
our great historic leaders. We
will attract them ... by per-
formance.”




