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ajt President Nixon assured 
th ' 'nation's Republican gover- 11  
no at an emotional, closed-. 
do4 session in Memphis that 
th4 would be "no more 
botlibshelle in the Watergate 
cafe,. He lost his gubernatorial 
coiAtituency forever the fol-
lov4g day when the 181/2-min- 

ev$,*" where in evidence at a 
coi Terence that concluded 
wi passage of a resolution 
byngichigan Gov. William G. 
Mkiliken lauding former New 
yollF. Gov. Nelson A. Rockefel-
leri as "an outstanding gover-
nop,, and urging his prompt 
confirmation as Vice Presi-
d t. ) 

hly two of the four Repub-
lick governors-elect attended 
th‘ conference, and five of the 
184 ficumbent GOP governors 
also; were. absent. Those, who 
dil attend expressed guarded 
public support for President 
Fold's economic program and 
prli/hte concern that he is 
meiving too cautiously in his 
effOits to curb innatictri and 
prent a worsening recession. 

ut4 gap in a key White House 
ta* was disclosed. 

Qutgoing TenneSsee Gov. 
Wigield Dunn ruefully re-
cal4d the Nixon meeting to-
dasi as he handed over the 
chkmanship of the Republi 
ck,Guvernors Association to 
Milsouri Gov. .ChristOpher S. 

Away from the micro- 
phtme, Dunn quipped to Bond 
thaphe had just received a tel-
egtim from President Ford 
say"' ng that there would be no 
ne , bombshells. 

was one of the few at-
terts at humor during a 
somber, three!day session at 
w 'eh governors and other 

spokesmen acknowl-
edged that their party still is 
bez2ng damaged by Watergate. 

ur party was obviously 
grayely wounded by Water-
gate," Bond said, in his accept-
and speech." "And Watergate 
is not going to be put behind 
us a party until we take the 
lead everywhere in reforming 
ouii election laws, in tighten- 
ing; our financial-disclosure 
aziR conflict-of-interest laws, in 
safeguarding our law enforce-
inEtt4 and security agencies 
from being_ politicized, in se- 
cutIng the: basic right of pri-
vaig for all our citizens, in 
ophning up goVernment to 
elcer public scrutiny " 

'Pie scars of Watergate were  

for the states by bringing its 
own spending under control. 
He also declared that the Ford 
proposals for budget-cutting 
and for raising taxes when 
taken together "added•up to a 
big zero." 

Milliken said he was far 
more concerned that the ad-
ministration. does not realize 
the full seriousness of the re-
cession. He said he had talked 
inconclusively with the Presi-
dent and with economic policy'  
board director L. William 
Seidman in behalf of a pro-
posal that would provide an 
interest subsidy as an incen-
tive for Americans to buy 
more cars and help Michigan's 
hard-pressed auto industry. 

Seidman, the White House 
' spokesman at a morning 
panel, won plaudits from the 
governors for a low-keyed dis-
cussion of the administration's 
economic proposals that 
frankly acknowledged the' dif-
ficulty of• simultaneously com-
bating inflation, easing the re-
cession and improving, the 
country's energy position. 

But several governors said 
afterward that they expect Mr. 
Ford to take more of a leader-
ship role in trying to win con-
gressional approval of his pro-
grams. And virtually all the 
governors agreed that the 
President's election chances: in 
1976 depend upon his ability 
to bring the economy under 
control. 

It was this newfound real-
ism which probably accounted 
for• the relative lack of ideo-
logical warfare between Re-
publican moderates and con-
servatives. Most governors 
said they agreed with the 
statement of South Carolina 
Gov.-elect James B. Edwards 
that people want "problem-
solving, not partisanship." 

In this vein, Bond opposed a 
proposal now being considered 
at the Republican National 
Committee to spend $2 million 
on television advertising on a 
series of inspirational mes-
sages that would tell "the Re-
publican story." 

"I do not believe that the 
answer to our party's prob-
lems lies in some cosmetic ap-
proach whose focal point is an 
expensive advertising cam-
paign designed to sell people 
on how truly great we are," 
Bond said. 'We will not at-
tract people to our party, or 
win elections, by reminding 
them of our glorious past, or 
our great historic leaders. We 
will attract them ... by per-
formance." 

Watergate 

Perhaps learning from their 
Nixon experience, the gover-
nors refrained this year from 
passing any customary resolu-
tion in support of the Presi-
dent. . 

Conservative governors such 
as Mills E. Godwin Jr. of Vir-
ginia, who classified himself 
as a supporter of President 
Ford, said that people were 
"impatient" with the slow 
pace both of Mr. Ford and of 
the Congress in reducing fed-
eral spending. 

Godwin said the federal gov-
ernment must set the example 


