| |ling with Schlesinger over for-

'he Washington Merry-Go-Round

By Jack Anderson

President Ford’s new staff
*hief, Donald Ru.msfeld won't
de - around, the  White House
more than six months

Sources in the - President’s
confidence say he needed some-
one in a hurry to replace Alex-
ander Haig; who had headed
former President Nixon’s Wh1te
House staff. Pt

The PreSLdent -therefore,
summoned Rumsfeld whom he|
actually had in mind to be the
next Secretary of Defense. Our,
sources say Mr. Ford still in-
tends to send the able Rumsfeld
to preside overthe Pentagon

The President wanted to get
rid of Haig, say our sources, be-
cause he heldtoo tight a reinon
the ‘White House staff, which
looked to him instead of Ford
people for their orders

The . President’s ‘plans. for
Rumsfeld, of course, meang Sec-
retary of Defense James Schle-
singer will be dropped from the
cabinet. This-will be a victory
for Secretary .of. State Henry
Kissinger, who has been feud-

eign-military policy.

WATCH ON WASTE: About

180 Welfare officials v.ga’chered
on exotic Frenchman’s Reef in
the- Virgin Islands late  last
month to d1scuss the phght of
thepoor.

. Choosing from a menu “laden :
-w1th a host of superb continen-

tal: specialties,” they dined in
lazy luxury as they talked about

the hungerthatis gaining inim-1
1forthe TV series “Sierra.™

poverished neighborhoods. -
:One-conference session, :for

rexample, dealt with food stamp:
programs. 1t was presided:over:
by an Agriculture Department

official who was flown in from
Washington, $169 round trip.

~When the problems of poverty
became too depressing; the wel-
fare -officials:could escape into
the - coral waters for *“free
snorkel -lessons,” or 'on after-
noon tours .of: the Vlrgm Island

paradise. 4

The delegates came: from 31

states and. regions. At least 10
: the]
Health, Education and Welfare|
now appearing on the NBC net-.

federal .w-officials from-
Department slipped down to the
Virgin Islands for the confer-
ence, at a minimum cost to the
taxpayers of “$200 apiece, .in-
cluding hotel accommodations. "
A spokesman for the Ameri-
can Pubhc Welfare Assocmtxon,

. which sponsored the frohc ex-

‘more tothe story-of how Yosem-{:

‘had taken over the campmg and
-catering concessiosn in- Yosem-
fite inlate1973. - .

sidiary turned up-in the park to
film: the . “Sjerra” series. Al-

with some.of the most spectacu-

tried.to improve it by pamtmg

MCA’s camping, and- catering

ated to promote tourism in the
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plained t6.us: “We'hold the con-|,
ferences in- a different region
every year, and this was'the first
time for the Virgin Islands.”;
YOSEMITE STORY: There is

ite National Park; with scenery]
no Hellywood studio could du-
plicate, became the backdrep

‘We published the first. install+

ment Sept. 15:The Music Corpo-
ratien of America, we reported,

- Not long afterwards, film
crews belonging to an MCA sub-
though nature: provided them

4 lar scenery in:the world, we re-}
ported, the Hollywood: hotshots ;

the rocksinonearea. - . it;

‘The-“Sierra” TV:'shows" are'
work; which-should be good for
business in-Yosemite. The pro-

gram’s: producer, Bob Cinader,
denies that the series was cre-

park But here, at Ieast argr
some curious cmncldlences

to.MCA, as usually happens :
MCA 1n1tlat1ed it 58ome

L” w,

flop. The scenery outperfor?ned
the actors, and only a bear im-
pljessed the test audiences, Yet
miraculously, MCA was able to.
peddle the senes to NB 14
bought it'in spIte of

said Cinader. ~ "'

® The series was not propos L

® The’ producers had trouhé

completmg the scrlpts andcast*
ing“the actors. Off: “duty park.
rangers were used as produg-
tion assistants. Productlon costs
Awere -high; ‘with each eplsode
costlng about $60; 000 more thans

Tams fﬂmed onstudiolots

Whether or not MCA. planne&*'

‘that:way, the. company-cauld

make up the extra.costs in the”
tourist businessthat the TV SP}‘
ries should attract to.Yosemite:
Cinader’s comment -on-: this?
“There is'no attempt made: m
the .show to indicate- that the
park is Yosemite.” - i
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