
W
illiam

 R
aspberry 

act-79 
ord's O

verture to the B
lack C

aucus 
P

resident 

 

 

"T
he invitation suggests the prospect of a far 

different relationship than existed betw
een the 

form
er P

resident and the C
aucus." 

R
ep

. C
h
arles R

an
g
el (D

-N
.Y

.), w
h
o
 

w
as a m

em
ber of the original C

ongres-
sio

n
al B

lack
 C

au
cu

s th
at tried

 fo
r 1

4
 

m
onths before it finally succeeded 

in
 

g
ettin

g
 an

 au
d
ien

ce w
ith

 P
resid

en
t 

N
ixon, is naturally pleased that P

resi-
dent F

ord, after less than a w
eek in of-

fice, had already requested a m
eeting 

w
ith the C

aucus. 
B

ut R
angel adm

its that he w
as less 

th
an

 to
tally

 en
th

u
siastic ab

o
u
t th

e 
p
ro

sp
ect o

f su
ch

 a m
eetin

g
 u

n
til G

en
. 

H
aig

 m
ad

e it clear th
at th

e P
resid

en
t 

w
as p

rep
ared

 to
 d

iscu
ss "substantive 

issues." 
A

s ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e C

au
cu

s sin
ce 

F
ebruary, R

angel said he w
ould have 

h
ad

 m
isg

iv
in

g
s ab

o
u
t a m

eetin
g
 th

at 
w

as m
erely "a political gesture." 

W
ell, political gesture or not, the in-

vitation —
 w

hich P
resident F

ord per-
sonally telephoned to R

angel —
 sug-

g
ests th

e p
ro

sp
ect o

f a far d
ifferen

t 
relationship than existed betw

een the 
fo

rm
er P

resid
en

t an
d
 th

e C
au

cu
s, a 

g
ro

u
p
 co

m
p
risin

g
 all 1

6
 b

lack
 m

em
-

bers of the H
ouse. 

A
s a m

atter o
f fact, th

e m
eetin

g
 is 

the result of som
e tw

o-w
ay signaling 

for a new
 relationship. R

angel, for .in-
stan

ce, sen
t a co

p
g
ratu

lato
ry

 w
ire to

 
the new

 P
resident upon his inaugura-

tion—
a significant gesture in view

 of 
th

e fact th
at o

n
ly

 o
n
e m

em
b
er o

f th
e 

C
aucus, R

ep. A
ndrew

 Y
oung (D

-G
a.), 

v
o
ted

 fo
r M

r. F
o
rd

's co
n
firm

atio
n
 as 

V
ice P

resident. 
It w

as also com
m

unicated to special 
p
resid

en
tial assistan

t S
tan

ley
 S

co
tt  

th
a
t th

e
 C

a
u
c
u
s w

a
n
te

d
 

to 
be 

"su
p
p
o
rtiv

e" o
f th

e n
ew

 ad
m

in
istra-

tio
n
. S

co
tt p

ick
ed

 u
p
 th

e sig
n
al an

d
 

sent a m
em

o to M
r. F

ord w
ho, som

e 15 
m

in
u
tes later, w

as o
n
 th

e p
h
o
n
e to

 
R

angel. 
It could be an im

portant gesture. B
y 

ex
ten

d
in

g
 th

e in
v
itatio

n
 h

im
self, an

d
 

at th
e v

ery
 b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f h
is ad

m
in

is-
tratio

n
, P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

 w
as say

in
g
: 

F
o
rg

et th
e N

ix
o
n
 ep

iso
d
e; fo

rg
et m

y
 

ow
n legislative record. L

et's see if w
e 

can't w
ork together, starting now

. 
T

h
at's p

retty
 m

u
ch

 th
e w

ay
 R

an
g
el 

sees it, and he says the C
aucus is w

ill-
ing to give it a try. 

"T
here's a —

 not honeym
oon, but a, 

w
ell, com

m
on-law

 relationship betw
een 

us," he said. "H
is party's philosophy is 

not com
patible w

ith that of our party. 
B

u
t if h

is p
ro

g
ram

s are d
esig

n
ed

 to
 

m
eet th

e 
n
eed

s o
f p

eo
p
le, th

ere's no 
reason w

e can't w
ork together." 

O
n
e o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's p
ro

b
lem

s 
w

ith blacks is his legislative reputation, 
particularly w

ith regard to civil rights, 
even though a look at his actual voting 
record show

s a solid string of pro-civil 
rights votes. 

"It's a fuzzy type of civil rights rec- 

ord," R
angel said. H

e voted for m
uch 

of the legislation on final passage, but 
if y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 th
e leg

islativ
e p

ro
cess, 

w
hat the final votes don't show

 is his 
efforts to w

ater dow
n and w

eaken the 
bills before they cam

e to final vote." 
E

ven so, he said, the F
ord voting rec-

o
rd

 is "n
o
 w

o
rse th

an
 T

ru
m

an
's, John-

son's or K
ennedy's. M

uch of the F
ord 

reco
rd

 reflects h
is ro

les as co
n
g
ress-

m
an

 fro
m

 G
ran

d
 R

ap
id

s and H
ouse 

M
inority L

eader. O
ur hope now

 is that 
w

ith
 h

is 
new

 responsibilities, he w
ill 

—
 is there a faster w

ord than `groW
'?" 

If R
angel is restrained in his enthu-

siasm
 o

v
er th

e F
o

rd
 in

v
itatio

n
, h

e is 
surprisingly free of bitterness over the 
N

ix
o
n
 reb

u
ff. T

h
e tw

o
 m

en
 sim

p
ly

 
faced

 d
ifferen

t p
o
litical realities, h

e 
believes. 

"F
or N

ixon to becom
e P

resident, h
e 

h
ad

 to
 p

u
t a lo

t o
f --pieces together, par-

ticu
larly

 
the 

coalition of S
outhern 

w
hites and R

epiblieans. W
hat could he 

get from
 blacks 

"H
o
w

 d
iffereit is th

is w
ith

 Jerry
 

Ford! H
e's not,in the W

hite H
ouse as a 

result of coalitions, but because of all 
h
is frien

d
s in

 th
e C

o
n
g
ress. W

h
ile 

other presidents m
ight tell them

selves,  

`T
h
is is w

h
at I w

o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 d
o
 if I 

h
ad

n
't m

ad
e all th

o
se co

m
m

itm
en

ts,' 
F

o
rd

 can
 g

o
 ah

ead
 an

d
 d

o
 it." 

B
ut do w

hat? 
"W

e
're

 w
illin

g
 to

 ta
k
e
 h

im
 a

t 
his 

w
o
rd

 th
at h

is to
p
 p

rio
rity

 is fig
h
tin

g
 

inflation," R
angel said, and w

hile C
au-

cus m
em

bers w
ill leave behind a- series 

o
f p

o
sitio

n
 p

ap
ers o

n
 b

lack
 in

terests, 
th

ere w
ill b

e "n
o
 sh

o
p
p
in

g
 list o

f 
things that w

ill bankrupt the country." 
O

n th
e
 o

th
e
r h

a
n
d
, h

e
 sa

id
, th

e
re

 
w

ere hints in P
resident F

ord's m
essage 

to the C
ongress that social action pro-

g
ram

s m
ay

 b
e am

o
n
g
 th

e first to
 fall 

to the ax of econom
y and that too lit-

tle effo
rt w

ill b
e m

ad
e to

 red
u
ce th

e 
im

p
act o

f b
o
th

 in
flatio

n
 an

d
 b

u
d
g
et 

cuts on the poor. 
"If th

e b
u
d
g
et is g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e cu

t, 
w

e'd like to know
 w

here," R
angel said. 

"W
e know

 he's com
m

itted to a strong 
defense budget, but w

ill there be som
e 

p
rio

rities fo
r p

eo
p
le? T

h
at's th

e k
in

d
 

of thing w
e w

ant to talk about." 
B

eyond that, R
angel does not foresee 

any particular hostility betw
een black 

representatives and the new
 P

resident. 
"T

here's really not that m
uch record 

to go on," he said. "H
e introduced no 

m
ajor legislation. T

he only tw
o things 

h
e d

id
 to

 d
istin

g
u
ish

 
him

self w
ere 

leading the fight to expel m
y predeces-

so
r (th

e late A
d
am

 C
lay

to
n
 P

o
w

ell) 
an

d
 th

e attem
p
t to

 im
p
each

 Ju
stice 

D
ouglas." 
F

o
r n

o
w

, h
e say

s, th
e m

o
o

d
 in

 th
e 

C
aucus seem

s to be: "H
e's friendly and 

he's honest. L
et's leave him

 alone and 
let him

 grow
." 


