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In Search of a V
ice PresidenL

 
"A

s th? new
 P

resident w
as sw

orn tn, R
ocke- r 

feller had becom
e a considerably less likely 

prospect than either, Sen. H
ow

ard 
B

a
ker o

r 
G

eorge•B
ush," 

O
n
e o

f th
e S

en
ate's m

o
st p

o
w

erfu
l 

S
outhern grandees 

uncharacteristi-
cally picked up his telephone early F

ri-
d
ay

 an
d
 p

assed
 th

is w
o
rd

 d
irectly

 to
 

P
resident F

ord: P
ick a strong, national 

leader as your V
ice P

resident and the 
sooner you do it, sir, the better. 

T
he odd political fact about that call 

w
as th

e S
o

u
th

ern
 sen

ato
r's p

erso
n

al 
preference: N

elson R
ockefeller. R

ocke-
feller, he believes, w

ould be invaluable 
in helping the P

resident deal w
ith the 

nation's w
orst problem

: the econom
y. 

T
his 

influential S
outherner 

view
s 

R
o
ck

efeller n
o
t th

ro
u
g
h
 id

eo
lo

g
ical 

eyes but as "a m
an of proven political 

su
b
stan

ce" w
ith

 , so
lid

 stan
d
in

g
 b

o
th

 
w

ith labor and business. 
T

he reason this conservative D
em

o-
cratic senator felt im

pelled to pass un-
so

u
g
h
t ad

v
ice to

 th
e n

ew
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 
P

resid
en

t w
as th

e w
o
rd

 sp
read

in
g
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 last F

rid
ay

 th
at 

R
ockefeller w

as slipping far dow
n on 

F
o
rd

's secret list. A
s th

e n
ew

 P
resi-

dent vat sw
orn in, R

ockefeller had be-
co

m
e a co

n
sid

erab
ly

 less lik
ely

 p
ro

s-
p
ect th

an
 eith

er S
en

. H
o
w

ard
 B

ak
er, 

of T
ennessee or G

eorge B
ush, the gre-

g
ario

u
s p

atrician
 an

d
 tran

sp
lan

ted
 

T
exan w

ho heads the R
epublicah N

o-
tonal C

om
m

ittee. 
.- T

h
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 q
u
ietly

 p
assed

 
w

ord to close friends in C
ongress that 

he has an open m
ind and w

ill take his 
tim

e in nam
ing his V

ice P
resident. B

ut 
o
n
 h

is p
erso

n
al staff, o

p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 
R

ockefeller has been privately and for- 

eibly expressed. T
hat opposition boils 

d
o
w

n
 to

 tw
o

 co
n

sid
eratio

n
s: 

F
irst th

e ab
su

rd
 fear am

o
n
g
 M

r. 
F

ord's non-political staffers—
particu-

larly
 h

is o
n
e-tim

e G
ran

d
 R

ap
id

s law
 

partner, P
hilip B

uC
hen--that R

ockefel-
ler m

ight dom
inate a F

ord adm
inistra-

tio
n
 an

d
 o

v
ersh

ad
o
w

 th
e P

resid
en

t; 
second, that M

t. F
ord should choose a 

R
epublican closer to his ow

n conserva-
tive ideology and m

uch youhger than 
R

ockefeller. 
T

his staff opposition to R
ockefeller 

(not fully shared by M
r. F

ord's closest 
p
o
litical aid

e, R
o
b
ert H

artm
an

n
) is 

only one elem
ent in the anti-R

ockefel-
ler O

ppositien. 
In C

ongress, S
tone A

ge conservative 
S

en. JeS
se H

elm
s of N

orth C
arolina is 

putting together a loose, anti-R
ockefel-

ler ideologically-based coalition cen-
te

re
d
 in

 th
e
 S

o
u
th

 a
n
d
 M

id
w

e
st. 

H
elm

's choices: the w
holly unaccept-

able G
ov. R

onald R
eagan of C

alifornia, 
S

en. B
arry G

oldm
iater (w

ho w
ould like 

the job) or ,B
aker. 

A
nother phalanx is form

ing around 
P

te
p

. Jo
h

n
 . R

h
o

d
e
s o

f A
riz

o
n

a
, th

e
 

H
o
u
se R

ep
u
b
lican

 
lead

er. T
h
is p

res-
sure group is influenced,less by oppo-
sitio

n
 to

 R
o

ck
efeller th

an
 b

y
 a d

esire 
for M

r. F
ord to com

e to C
ongress for 

his V
ice P

resident. 
O

ther R
epublicans under potentially 

serio
u
s co

n
sid

eratio
n
 are fam

iliar: 
S

en. W
illiam

. B
rock of T

ennessee and 
E

llio
t R

ich
ard

so
n

, th
e v

ictim
 o

f th
e 

"S
aturday N

ight M
assacre" w

hose na-
tional prestige far exceeds his popular-
ity inside the party. 

In addition, serious talk from
 insid-

ers is now
 being heard about one other 

dark horse: M
elvin R

. L
aird, the back-

room
 R

epublican super-pow
er w

ho ar-
ran

g
ed

 M
r. F

o
rd

's o
w

n
 selectio

n
 as 

V
ice P

resident b
y
 N

ix
o
n
'an

d
 w

h
o
 is in

 
th

e fo
refro

n
t o

f those pushing R
ocke-

feller. H
is handicap: incestuous prox-

im
ity to M

r. F
ord. 

W
h
at m

ak
es M

r. F
o
rd

's first g
reat 

political decision so im
portant is not 

o
n
ly

 th
e d

ecisio
n
 itself, b

u
t th

e m
an

- 
• ,  

ner in w
hich he arrives at it. "Indebted 

to
-n

o
 m

an
," as h

e g
racefu

lly
 p

u
t it in

 
his highly effective sw

earing-in speech 
F

rid
ay

, th
e

. P
resid

en
t h

as v
irtu

ally
 

carte blanche to pick anyone he w
ants 

as soon as 'he w
ants. 

T
hus. pow

erful congressiO
nal R

epub-
licans—

them
selves not rem

otely inter-
ested

 in
 b

ein
g
 V

ice P
resid

en
t—

h
av

e 
been praying

,  that M
r. F

ord w
ould not 

go through the ritual of "touching 
bases" unless he has already privately 
m

ade up his m
ind. T

hen, he could con-
triv

e
 to

 b
rin

g
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 re

su
lt 

h
e 

w
an

ted
. B

u
t if, as seem

s to
 b

e th
e case, 

he has not m
ade up his m

ind, the base-
to

u
ch

in
g
 ritu

al b
eco

m
es d

an
g
ero

u
s 

and potentially disruptive. 
W

o
rse y

et, d
elay

 b
ased

 o
n
 g

en
u
in

e 
p
ro

crastin
atio

n
 o

v
er th

e n
ew

 P
resi-

dent's m
om

entous first political choice 
risk

s a q
u
ick

 n
atio

n
al ju

d
g
m

en
t o

n
 

M
r. F

o
rd

 th
at C

o
u
ld

 h
u
rt h

im
 in

 th
e 

takeoff of his presidency. H
is first full 

d
ay

 in
 o

ffice w
as celeb

rated
 ev

ery
-

w
h
ere as triu

m
p
h
an

t, alm
o
st jo

y
o
u
s 

follow
ing the m

isery O
f the W

atergate 
'Y

ears. 
B

u
t th

e v
ice 

presidential 
decision 

o
v
ersh

ad
o
w

s all else. S
o
m

e o
f th

e 
P

resid
en

t's clo
sest co

llab
o

rato
rs b

e-
liev

e th
e co

u
n
try

 ex
p
ects an

d
 w

an
ts 

fast, bold decisions from
 the new

 chief 
executive. T

hey fear that in the choice 
o
f a N

o
. 2

 m
an

, th
ey

 m
ay

 b
e g

ettin
g
 

p
o
litics as u

su
al, th

e v
ery

 th
in

g
 th

e 
co

u
n

try
 d

o
es n

o
t n

eed
. 
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